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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 10 – 29th May 2008, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 

 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
We didn’t have much luck on the weekend, 
with the Firsts and seconds going to down to 
Northern. 
 
The Colts had a much closer game, they 
started well, leading by 7 to nil in the early 
stages but Moorabbin clawed back the lead by 
half time.  Final score Melbourne 17 
Moorabbin 20.  The Thirds also had a tough 
game against Moorabbin. 
 
This weekend we have a home game at 
Romanis Reserve, so get down and support 
the club.  The President’s Club will be holding 
their second luncheon of the season and it 
should be a great day with plenty of good food 
and wine.  If you want to attend call Robert 
Gash on 0419 955 200 or email 
gash@focussed.com.au. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
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Come to lunch!!! 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Round 10 – 31 st May  
 

 
9:00AM: Under 12  - Melbourne v Maroondah 
 
12 Noon:Third Grade  - Melbourne v Monash Uni  
1:30PM: Colts Grade  - Melbourne v Northern  
3:15PM: First Grade  - Melbourne v Boorondara 
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6 
 

 
9:00AM: Under 8s  - Melbourne Blue v Boroondara 
9:00AM: Under 8s  - Harlequins v Melbourne Green  
9:35AM: Under 10s  - Boroondara Red v Melbourne  
 
Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60 H12) 
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President’s Club 
 
This weekend is the second President’s Club Luncheon 
 
President's Lunch - Saturday 31st May 2008   
 
Who: Guest speaker is Rear Admiral John Lord  
Time: 12 for 12:30 
Where: Clubrooms 
What: Moti Mahal "ring-stinging" curries 
Cost: $60 for guests  
Contact: Robert Gash 0419 955 200 
Followed by Melbourne Vs Boroondara game 
 
The President’s Club is a sub organization of the 
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club and is heavily 
patronised by the club stalwarts.  The President’s Club 
holds three (3) luncheons each season to coincide with 
Club home games.  The luncheons are the ideal 
corporate hospitality events with notable guest 
speakers, plenty of good conversation and a good time 
is had by everyone.  Past speakers have included 
sporting personalities, as well as government and 
business leaders. 
 

 
·  September 6 th  –  3rd President’s 

Club Lunch ������� Melbourne 
Barbarians Vs Harlequin Souths 
game 

�
�

�
 

Sponsor Profile 
 

 
 

Happy to help sporting clubs in our 
Community 

 
 

  
At Bendigo Bank we’re the first to recognise the important 
role played by sporting clubs in our communities. 
 
As well as providing a great social outlet and meeting 
place, they encourage people of all shapes, sizes and ages 
to get healthy and active. 
 
We also realise that maintaining your insurance, facilities & 
equipment can be a very costly exercise.  So at Bendigo 
Bank we’re looking to provide much-needed financial 
support to your club – and that’s where you come in. 
 

A special offer for your club 
 
All members need to do is contact Angelo Mercuri at the 
Bendigo Bank Brighton Branch on 9592-5499. Alternatively, 
email : Sharon.anderson@bendigobank.com.au or call 
Sharon on 0409 169 294 quoting this special offer and the 
name of the club when arranging their health cover. 
 
And the team at Bendigo Health Cover make the process of 
arranging health cover for the first time - or switching from 
another insurer - straightforward and hassle-free.   
 
In the meantime, have a great season. 
Angelo Mercuri 
Branch Manager Brighton 
 
 
 

Social Calendar 
 
·  June 15th: Irish BBQ -1pm  

Following the Wallabies v 
Ireland game, hopefully we 
will be celebrating!   

 
·  June 26th: Junior BBQ – 

Parents and Juniors 
6.30pm till 8pm in the club 
rooms. 

 
·  July 26th: Greek BBQ  after the game at club rooms.  
 
·  July 31st: Junior BBQ – Parents and Juniors 6.30pm 

till 8pm in the club rooms.    
 
·  August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic – Champagne, 

deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! Perfect way to watch 
rubgy!   
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Round 9 
 

24th May2008 
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 22 Northern 36 Tries: Dave Smith 2, 
Jarrad Magee 
Conversions: Dave Smith 2  
Drop Goal: Pete Smith  
 

 
 
 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 13 Northern 36 
Tries: Lachlan Rees, Justin Lang 
Goal: Chunks Blair  
 

 
 
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 5 Maroondah 18  
Try: Mike Brown  
 
�

  
Colts:  Melbourne 17 Moorabbin 20 
 
Tries: James Mitchell, Chris Eldridge 
Conversion: Paul McConichie 2 
Penalty: Paul McConichie  
 
So near and yet so far! 
 
Having sacrificed a home fixture in the hope of getting 
some support by being at the same ground as the 1st’s and 
2nd’s, Melbourne Colts put on their best performance of the 
season but came up just short of a much needed win. 
 
With 4 first choice players unavailable through injury, this 
was always going to be a tough cal, bearing in mind 
Moorabbin had beaten us 7 tries to 1 in our earlier fixture. 
 
The players were 
determined not to be 
intimidated by the size 
and weight advantage 
that the Moorabbin 
team have and came 
out of the blocks firing, 
taking the game to the 
opposition right from 
the start.  With our ball 
retention much 
improved from a better 
focus at training, we 
were able to offer 
more in attack than in 
previous matches. 
 
First blood went to 
Melbourne with good 
recycling from the 
forwards and a great break from James Mitchell cutting a 
good line from fall back.  He shrugged off a number of 
tackles to go over near the posts.   
 
Paul McConnachie converted for a 7 nil lead.  Moorabbin 
and Melbourne exchanged attack and defence with each 
other for the majority of the first half, but with Moorabbin 
taking the lead through an unconverted try and penalty 
goal. 
 
Soon after half time, Moorabbin extended their lead with a 
converted try and in earlier matches this may have been 
enough for Melbourne Colts to have lost focus, but not this 
time. 
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The players dug deep and rallied and after a couple of 
missed opportunities and constant pressure on the 
Moorabbin line, Chris Eldredge finally went over and 
converted his own try.  With only 10 or so minutes to go, 
Melbourne led by 17 points to 13 and the spectators 
were in for a nail-biting finish. 
 

 
 
However, the win that Melbourne’s efforts should have 
deserved was not to be as the Moorabbin team would 
not give up and were able to score after prolonged 
pressure with a try near the posts.  Melbourne Colts 
gave everything in the last 5 minutes to get back into the 
match, but could not breach the tough Moorabbin 
defence again. 
   
It is hard to pick out any outstanding performances from 
this match with everyone performing to their best ability, 
although we should mention Zander Venter who played 
outstandingly whilst making his debut for Melbourne 
Colts.  
 
This much improved effort deserved more and maybe 
this week against North’s, victory can be found. 
 

 
 

  
Under 12:  Melbourne 36 Maroondah 15 
Tries:Henry 5, James  
Conversions: Sam 3 
 
On a chilly Melbourne we toured Croydon to eventually 
arrive at Maroondah’s temporary ground.  Thirteen made 
the trip following an injury to Lachlan and Maroondah gave 
us the valuable services of Ryan in 2nd row for the game to 
start with 14 aside.   Lance, the Maroondah Junior 
Coordinator refereed the game in an open style.  
Unfortunately our boys haven’t worked out that referees 
don’t value their opinions. 
 

 
 
The first half was tight with some good contests in the 
forwards.  We won some ball and made a few promising 
back moves.  Henry, our 5/8th, started most of the attacks 
and then arrived in support, to gather the ball and to cut 
through defence for two early tries.  We then let the 
opposition get back into the game through being 
disorganised in the forwards, talking back to the referee 
and poor tackling.  10 v 15 at half time. 
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In the second half the forwards really started to put 
pressure on Maroondah.  Led by Paddy, Andrew and 
Felix tackled and won the ball back off their bigger 
forwards and got the whole team moving forward.  We 
won our scrum and line-outs with some good work by 
Matt and Ollie.  Angus playing his first game was in 
everything pushing and trying work out what was going 
on.   The quality of ball started to improve and the backs 
ran the ball from all over the ground.  Eddy in his 2nd 
game got the ball on our 22m line and took it to their 
22m before being run down, Henry recycled the ball to 
other backs coming through and then scored after again 
gathering the ball in support.  Andreas, Will, Jordan and 
Sam all made great attacking runs and were unlucky not 
score.  James however made did score, coming into 
gather a loose ball created by back-row pressure, he ran 
from our 40m line to score under the posts.  I don’t think 
he knew he could run that fast.   
 

 
 
The boys all lifted in the second half to play well.  They 
backed themselves and supported each other.  It was a 
great team win, well done. 
 
 
Under 10: 
 
Melbourne U10's match against Moorabin was every bit 
as tough as expected. Stephen was the team's captain 
and was also awarded the coach's player of the match 
for his real commitment in the breakdowns. The running 
attacks from the strong and mobile Moorabin team met 
with concerted defence from Melbourne. The game saw 
a series of very physical confrontations in the pack with 
neither team backing down. Ollie, Vince and Aaron were 
notable for their defence, including a couple of text book 
tackles.  
 
The teams traded tries throughout the match with Finn 
and Tim breaking through Moorabin's cover defence to 
score. At the end of the first half Moorabin  

  

 
 
had the lead with 2 tries to 3. The intensity stepped up a 
gear in the second half with neither team taking a step 
backwards. Moorabin started strongly in the second half 
camping out on Melbourne's line but unable to score. 
Melbourne managed to resist and break back twice to 
snatch the lead. With the lead in place the Melbourne 
supporters were checking their watches expecting the final 
whistle at any moment. Moorabin were not to be denied 
and, with the help of a couple of players from their A team 
who had been watching from the sideline, managed to draw 
level.  
 

 
 
Both sides were tiring having played a second half that was 
already twice as long as the first half. Having removed their 
supplementary players when asked, Moorabin failed to 
further capitalise on the extra time and Melbourne mounted 
a counter attack. The game reached a just conclusion when 
Aaron crossed the line for the winning try. The team 
showed great cohesion, staying power and discipline to 
secure this well deserved victory. [Players: Aaron(1), 
Campbell, Finn(3), Fred, George, Hamish, Jack, James, 
Oliver, Pius, Russell, Sam, Stephen, Tim (2), Vince]  
 
  



UNICORN TALES - Page 6 of 9 – Issue No: 10 – Welcome to Season 2008 

 

 
 

 
Under 8Green: 
 
Tries Set-up by: Angus, Ben, Chrissy, Hugo, and Tom. 
 
Tries scored by:  Ben, Chrissy, Ethan, Hugh and Hugo. 
 
After a rather late and disorganised start, the boys 
began with terrific focus and were playing right up on the 
ball. Their defence and tagging was fantastic and it 
proved to be a competitive game against Southern 
Districts. 
 
We were very lucky to have two new players join our 
team this week- Tom Langley and Rupert Mosley. Tom 
had stepped in for us last weekend and we were 
delighted to have him join our team again. He shows 
such a keen, courageous, determined, no fuss attitude 
and is already proving himself to be a very valuable 
player. He was very brave when he copped a bump on 
his nose and came off with a nasty bleeding nose and 
yet was ready to get back on and keep playing as soon 
as he was given the all clear on the injury bench. Rupert 
has joined our club recently and despite his Mother’s 
Irish blood, he is new to rugby. He did an excellent job 
listening to Simon and running up with his team. We 
look forward to helping Rupert gain more skills and 
enjoy himself more on the paddock. A big, hearty, 
Unicorns welcome to these boys! 
 
The boys stayed in their line of attack much better this 
week and were consistently together in defence.  There 
was terrific running from Angus and Ethan as they 
ducked and weaved their way through the opposition. 
We switched the focus off who was scoring the tires but 
rather who was setting up the play and enabling the ball 
to be passed along and a try scored after a team effort.  
However, we need to make one noticeable exception – 
HUGH scored his first try for the season and it was 
wonderful to see him in the play and chasing and 
supporting his teammates. Well done Hugh and may the 
white line fever stay with you always!!!! The boys are 
starting the pass the ball prior to being tagged, which is 
great to see. It will enable more tries to be scored and 
the game to have more fluency. There were some 
excellent phases of play where the boys chipped away, 
making ground, passing the ball and keeping the ball 
alive. Hugo showed some impressive sidestepping and 
aggressive tagging. Laughlin again made sure he never 
missed a tag and always manages to get two hands to 
each tag, so he never misses an opportunity.  . 
 
 
 

 

  
Ben, Jack and Chrissy were very mature in their support of 
their teammates and read the game well, passing the ball 
and encouraging the attacking line to move up on our 
opposition. It was a great game of support play and very 
pleasing to see the boys maturing into a cohesive, 
competent team. 
 
Thank you to Matt for manning the interchange bench and 
to Scot for refereeing again 
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The participation of players, parents, supporters and 
friends is vital to the success of the Rugby club. Such 
participation could include coaching, managing, 
refereeing, helping with and supporting our social 
activities. 
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Merchandise Manager Colm Tarpey  
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Again this year we plan to keep you regularly up to date 
with all things club related via the Unicorn Tales, using 
both email and the website.  If you haven’t received any 
information from us in a while or your address (either 
home or email) has changed, please contact us. 
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Order your merchandise online!!! 
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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