UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club

whanas . melbournerugby, com.au
Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #10 — 18" June 20009, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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President’s Report Cheers,

Last weekend saw a big trip south (I am sure |

should have been in Tassie), but well worth it .
to see some great results. The Thirds had a This Weekend
very uncharacteristic hiccup but all the other

grades were great with the Firsts finally Saturday 20 " June
“clicking”. Thanks to the handful of spectators

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

. Seniors
who made the journey. Thanks also to the
Navy boys who, as always, were outstanding 2.15pm: First Grade - Melbourne v Power House
hosts. We will play for the Navy Shield when 12:30pm: Second Grade - Melbourne v Power House
we meet them next at home which will be a big 11.00am: Third Grade - Melbourne v Power House

game for the Thirds. Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St &

. Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6)
This weekend we are at home to Powerhouse

for a critical game, so please come along and Colts have a bye
lend your support to the lads. We are also

hosting the Children’s Hospital Charity lunch Juniors

and | would encourage you all tO_ get a long 9:00AM: Under 12 - Box Hill v Melbourne

and hear that great Queensland winger, Peter

Griggs speak. Sparkes Reserve, Cnr Canterbury & Middleborough Rds,

Box Hill (Melways 47 G12)

There will be plenty of refreshments and 8:45am: Under 8 Gold - Melton v Melbourne

sausages on the S'de“,ne so | hope to see a 8:45am: Under 8 Green - Boroondara v Melbourne
huge turnout for what will be great day of rugby 8:45am: Under 10 Blue - Melbourne v Power House
and great way to lead up to the Test match. 9:30am: Under 10 Green - Melton Maroon v Melbourne
| hope to see you all on Saturday. John Gardiner Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn East

(Melways 59 F3)
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13" June 2009

Firsts: Melbourne 41 Southern 17

Tries: Dave Ryland 2, Tom Lucas, Jarrod Magee,
James Slattery, Neil Walsh

Goals: Aurelien Bouthier 4

Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier

|
Colts: Melbourne 41 Southern 0

After a quiet bus trip down, there was a noticeable
tension going into the game. We were third on the
ladder, Souths were second and we were both
outranked by Uni who received most of their points this
season by having other teams forfeit (their favourite way
of winning). As soon as the whistle blew Souths got
lippy, and this was how the rest of the game was to play
out. We managed to maintain majority ball possession
for the first twenty minutes, keeping it mostly in their 22
and putting on plenty of pressure in the ruck. After a
short while we were given a penalty in front of their
goals to put us up 3 nil. Solid defence around the ruck
and a very cohesive forward pack kept the momentum
up enough for us to score another try just before half
time.

As the frustration mounted for Souths early in the
second half they kept the talk up, mostly directed at us
but this was nothing new. We've had the "Ginga Ninja"
at scum half for 5 games now and this is a bloke who
could piss Budha off. Melbourne kept it's focus and
shortly after scored another try, followed by another.

All of a sudden our forwards were starting to punch
holes in defence the size of pre-diet-Dogga which gave
birth to one of the most amazing 70m tries ever seen
outside of super 14, courtesy of Chris Ling. Another two
tries later the whistle blew and Melbourne walked off the
park with 6 unanswered tries, 41 nil. Not completely
happy without rubbing salt in, Neil referred to Souths by
the wrong name and thanked them for coming.

After a few very generous shouts in the club by the
coach it was back on the booze bus for a typically rowzy
trip home from Cerberus (it's 10am Monday and my
phone still smells like port). Tries to Ned Rhort, Scotty

Ogilvie, Chris Ling (2), Paul Rowlinson, and Max Slater. 5
converstions/pen goals to Captain Paul Mac and a big
shout out to coach Neil for all the beers. 3 points went to
Max "Where's my bong?" Lippiat, 2 to Scotty Ogilvie and
one to Dan Corcoran. Lager gets a point for remembering
to come along, but had it taken away for cracking his first
beer before anyone had put their boots on.

/.
viva

for The Royal Children’s Hospital

')

Charity Lunch For the Royal Children's Hospital

When: Saturday 20th June — 12noon for 12:30pm

Where: Clubrooms - Charles Lux Pavilion, Toorak Park,
580 Orrong Rd, Armadale

Cost:  $60.00

Dress: Smart Casual

The lunch will be followed by the Melbourne verses
Powerhouse match starting at 3pm.

Seconds: Melbourne 25 Southern 18

Tries: Charlie Bowler, Eric Fransella, Mike Gibson, Tony
Kastelan

Goals: Anton Pilli

Penalty: Mike Gibson

Getting on the bus to Cerebus we lost Dave to the firsts
and when we arrived an unsettled team was to be further
handicapped by the late arrival of three of our starting
players. Helping us out to field a team to start was JT and
Frasier - thanks guys - and Roo, our only fresh forward
reserve. With little meaningful warm up we started the
game and quickly met the challenge to score first with Eric
scoring next to the posts and Axe converting. But an
intercept against us quickly turned the tide back and Sth
Dist. scored. Our thrown together side then lost its way and
Sths turned pressure into points to score and convert for a
12-7 scoreline.

We were playing ugly, and when the three late arrivals
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made it onto the paddock, | was hopeful some continuity
would come back into our game. | was wrong, and with
Dereck bravely struggling to run at all and Stirlos back
limiting his impact, we were in trouble. A penalty late in
the first half by Gibbo, allowed us to come back to 12-10
down at halftime. Hocks rallied the troops at the break
and immediately | could see a lift in intensity. Jason led
the charge with some great runs that skittled players
everywhere and Luti kept the backs going forward and
made some telling tackles. JK came on and he and
Charlie started to dominate the loose play, while Capey
and Morrissey took good yards with some decisive runs.
Charlie Cruickshanks first game for the seconds saw
some of his trademark bullish runs through the centre of
the ruck and a solid performance.

Tries to Gibbo and TK soon after got us two points in
front, with a try saving tackle by Gerdus being very
significant! Charlie Bowler then scored in the corner to
seal our win 25-18; ugly, but deserving to all the players
whose pride and team spirit defied the odds. Not our
best performance but still a win showing the character of
a good team. Congratulation to Jason 3, Charlie Bowler
2 and Hocks and JK 1 point each.

Thirds: Melbourne 8 Cerberus 41
Try: Sean Steinwell
Penalty: Rob Acteson

Under 12: Melbourne 34 Eltham 7
Tries:Dylan Faamausili 3, Angus Tivey 2, Oliver Rich
Goals: Andreas Livadaras (Fev) 2

On Tuesday evening, | arrived at training to be
introduced to two new boys who wanted to have a
game. So we put them through some drills and a bit of
ball work. They went home saying they had a good time
and would be back on Thursday.

Thursday night, and Dylan — one of the boys, takes the
coach aside and says he doesn't really understand
what's going on. Some wise words from the sage, Dylan
nods and says he now has the idea.

First touch of the ball on Saturday, a weaving run of 40
metres, beating four tacklers and Melbourne are leading
5 — nil. The only thing Dylan forgot was to run around
under the sticks.

WE THINK HE HAS GOT THE IDEA!

The forwards showed some good driving play early on, with
Felix making some great runs through the middle. Our set
piece was solid and we took the ball deep into the Eltham
22, again with Felix making a great run, and popping the
ball up in the tackle for Oliver to run onto and score. 10-nil.

From the kick off felix again powered through the centre,
the ball secured at the break down, the backs had a go,
with Jack Chapple cutting back inside and getting into the
22. a couple of pick and drives from the forwards, Sam
Begley got in a made a great clearance to Bracey who
threw a long pass onto Tivey's chest for him to score wide
out, after busting through a couple of tackles.

Unfortunately, we let Eltham back in. We have to really
concentrate in defence from the set piece, so the backs go
up in a straight line and do not leave gaps that inside
players can run through.

Half time came with the score 15-7. Melbourne running with
a strong northerly in the 2nd half.
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From the kick off, an Eltham mistake put us in a good
attacking position, but although we had the stronger set
piece, it took a while for the backs to get the ball to
Tivey, who showed determination to score wide out.
Forrest converted to get Melbourne to 22 -7.

From the kick off, Boothy made a great run, reminiscent
of his namesake. The forwards took it further, before
Bracey threw another great pass to Forrest to get him
outside the defence. Running like a Prop looking for the
support, he realized there was none.... Run Forrest
Run.... Around the winger, pushes off the fullback...
Run Forrest Run.... There's the try line, 10 metres, 5
metres, here comes that pesky winger again.... He's
over, but not before he’s touch in goal.

Bad luck Forrest... that's diving for the line practice on
Tuesday.

From the 22, the forwards did their bit, we got the ball to
Dylan, who was on fire by this stage, and again there
was no stopping him. Try number three, and Melbourne
safely home 34 — 7.

Great effort boys, and now cementing a solid 3rd place
on the ladder.

arlequins

Under 12
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Under 10:

We travelled out to Wyndham city on another cold and
windy morning to play Melton Maroon. After a slow start
where Melton scored 5 tries within the first 8 minutes, the
Melbourne U10 Blues got warmed up and started
displaying some real good team work, beginning with
Hamish putting in a great tackle to stop a certain Melton try.
Millie showed the way in attack with straight running, taking
the tackles and still being able to get the ball off cleanly,
thus allowing Chris, Ben, Connor, Leigh and Kate, time to
pass the ball quickly through the hands and gain valueable
ground. James stepped up in defence with some great ball
and all tackles, notebly getting across to stop a runaway
Melton try.

Melbourne's first try was scored after a scrum, with the ball
moving quickly through Ben, Connor, Chris, Kate and then
onto Millie, who ran straight and hard, taking tackles and
giving a great hand off to Pius who in turn used his pace to
cut across the field, evading tackles and running up the left
sideline to score in the corner. A great turn around in the
latter part of the first half to become more competitive.

Antonio Faamausilli, our newest member of the team, had
immediate impact in the second half with some great
forward attacks and defensive plays. Kate was getting
involved with good runs; however lacking a bit of support.
Owen was putting in some good stopping tackles and at
one point, he was literally putting his body on the line.
Melbourne Blue looked really good when they move the
ball quickly through the hands, and this is how our second
try was scored. Quick passing from another scrum through
the hands of Ben, Chris, Owen, James ending up with Pius
and another bullocking run to score Melbourne's second try
in the right corner. Some great covering defensive play
from Hamish ensured Melton's score did not blow out in the
second half.

Overall, it was a fantastic team effort after a hard start. This
week's trophies go to Millie - Best Attacking Player, James
- Best Defensive Player and Antonio - Best Team Player.

We welcome and congratulate Antonio on a great debut
performance. Thank you to Ethan and Fred from the U10
Green team who benched for us during this match.

And last but not least, we would like to thank Connor
Sullivan and Leigh Sullivan for their contribution to the team
and we hoped that they have learnt and enjoyed playing
rugby union with the Unicorns!
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Under 8 Gold:

Well it wasn’t snowing but it wasn't far off on arrival at
Hoppers Crossing. Daniel and Viona reminisced about
the weather in Ireland while most off us simply shivered
and wished for better thermal protection. But the boys
were not perturbed by the icy conditions and readied
themselves for a great contest against Footscray.

Clearly, the secret was to run and keep warm, and run
they did. Great runs from Gus, crossing the line early to
open the count (not that we do, count that is). Troy
reinforced his land speed record with flashes up the side
line. Hayden’s passing set up many great trys.

Tom worked hard taking the ball forward an tagging,
Elijah thoughtful in passing had a great run and score.
And Ted remained focused on taking the ball forward at
every opportunity.

Thank you to Troy (and Viona and Daniel) for supplying
oranges and snakes. Unfortunately due to frost bite, try by
player could not be recorded for 20 June.

The boys remain convinced a victory was had, as always
rugby the winner on the day.

Under 8 Green:

With 2 players down with colds, coughs and general
unwellness, and given the near freezing conditions, the
Under 8 Greens needed to dig deep when they took on
Powerhouse at Wyndham City.

On the field, both teams took some time to get into the
swing of things, slogging it out in, around and through the
large mud patch that spanned the middle of the field and
appeared to have a life of its own! An interesting diversion
and a useful demonstration of the physics of acceleration
(and deceleration) and slipping and sliding as the boys
would approach it at speed, then come to a grinding holt -
loosing their boots and their footing on the way!

All our boys are improving their skills each week - and this
is beginning to show on the field. Although the boys'
passing and catching was, at first hindered by their frozen
fingers, they soon settled into a effective attacking line. Max
and Calum moved the ball around well creating
opportunities for our speedy runners to break through the
Powerhouse defence. Both Tom and Oscar always love to
run - be it up the side line, through a gap, through a mud
patch or sometimes sideways - with Tom crossing the line
in an early frenzy of tries and Oscar doing well to move
play forward. Bud always holds his position out wide well
and was able to spring into attack following some great
passes from his team mates to also storm up the field.

Laughlin turned defence into attack by pouncing on a fallen
ball from a stray Powerhouse pass then finding the gap to
get over the line. And as always, Hugo got amongst it -
showing his commitment and drive coming back from injury
with some rampaging runs! In defence, the boys worked
hard to contain Powerhouse's attacking moves by making
some strong committed tags. Lachlan also did a great job
running down players who were able to make a break.
However, as a group, the boys will need to work harder at
getting back on side and in position to really shut down our
opposition.
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Off the field, both teams showed great flair - with our
boys looking fantastic in their new tracksuits (which also
provided some well needed warmth) and with one brave
Powerhouse player sporting a pink and silver beanie
with pom poms. Once again, rugby was the winner on
the day!

Social Calendar

Date Event

20" June Charity Lunch — refer opposite page
20" June  Wallabies and Lions Night

27" June  Trivia Night

11" July President's Club Lunch - Melbourne v

Harlequins (Bott Bolton Trophy)
1% Aug 100 Year Game Function
15™ August  President's Club Lunch - Melbourne v
Southern Districts

29" Aug Junior Presentation BBQ

Sept Presentation Night & Centenary Ball
8" Nov Club Golf Day

12" Dec Christmas BBQ

Your newsletter wants your photos!

Email to :
trevor.hutchings@melbournerugby.com.au

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

2009 Membership

Your membership is the backbone of the club.

Season 2009 membership costs are below:

Senior Player $250
Colts Player - F/T student U23 $180

Note: all senior player memberships include club socks
and shorts

Junior Player $95
Clubhouse Member $60
Team Coach or Manager $60
President’s Club Gold Membership $500

President’s Club Silver Membership $250

Family Membership $200
Includes both parents and plus all junior players

Pay Online
Now!!!
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