UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rughy Union Football Club

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 1 — 31% January 2008, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

Happy New Year to you all, | hope you had a
great festive season with your families. We
are about to kick off a new season and there
has been considerable work happening
already. Our Coach selection team has been
conducting interviews and appointments are
listed below. We have also been working on
sponsorship and the general set-up for the
season.

We will kick off with a BBQ on Saturday 02
February before the Crusader v Force game
and if there is enough interest we will run a bus
from the club to the game.

Training will start on Tuesday 05 February and
the season is planned to commence on 29
March with a home game against Endeavour
Hills. The format for the season will be a one
round Dewar shield followed by a Pillar
competition which will be run in conjunction
with a lightning competition of six weeks for the
other grades. No doubt we will see more detall
as the season develops. The current draw is
on the website.

The club intends to run the following teams
this year:
- First Grade,

Second Grade
Third Grade
Colts
Women’s

In Juniors we are hoping to have the following
teams:

Under 14s,

Under 12s,

Under 10s and

Under 8s (x 2 teams)

| am looking forward to great year for our club as
we concentrate on doing things in the best
possible way and enjoy winning games and
sharing fellowship.

Cheers,

The participation of players, parents, supporters and
friends is vital to the success of the Rugby club. Such
participation could include coaching, managing,
refereeing, helping with and supporting our social
activities.

$% &

Merchandise Manager Colm Tarpey

Again this year we plan to keep you regularly up to date
with all things club related via the Unicorn Tales, using
both email and the website. If you haven't received any
information from us in a while or your address (either
home or email) has changed, please contact us.

UNICORN TALES - Page 1 of 4 — Issue No: 1 — Welcome to Season 2008




UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rughy Union Football Club

What's Happening

Season Start Dates

Seniors — 29hth March 2008
tl
Juniors - 29 April 2006

Pre-season Training Schedule

When: Each Tuesday at 6:30pm

Where: The Tan (meet at Tan steps, cnr Swan and
Alexandra - Melways 2G A8)

What: Speed Endurance Training

When: Each Thursday at 6:30am to 07:30am

Where: Duncan McKinnon Reserve Athletics Track (cnr
North and Murrumbeena Rds Murrumbeena - Melways
68 K9)

What: Speed Training - Nothing over 100m

When: Each Sunday at 3:30pm

Where: Duncan McKinnon Reserve Athletics Track (cnr
North and Murrumbeena Rds Murrumbeena - Melways
68 K9)

What: Speed Training - Nothing over 100m

Regular Training 2008

Regular training is scheduled to commence Tuesday 5
February 2008, however we are still waiting on the
Council to allocate us a training ground. In the mean
time the pre-season training schedule stands.

Important Dates 2008

Junior Sign On Thursday 14" February 2008
Junior Training Starts Thursday 6" March 2008
Junior Rugby Camp 3™ & 4™ April 2008

. ___________________________________________________________________________|]
BBQ & Super 14 Match

Yes the season is back again! So come down to the
club and catch up with everyone, get all the information

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

on the season ahead and more importantly have a jolly
good drink!

When: Saturday 2nd February
Where: Club Rooms

Time: 1.30pm onwards (

Cost: Gold coin for BBQ
What's included: BBQ and raffles

The Crusaders v Western Force game is on at Olympic
park, kick-off is 7.30pm. The plan is for everyone to head to
the game after the BBQ.

A bus will be arranged to get us there and back, so first in
best dressed. Please contact Holly Ames for more details
and to RSVP for the bus.

Super 14 Match tickets
may be purchased at the
gate on the night —

$18 Adults, $10 Students,
$8 for 6 to 15 yo &

$38 for 2 Adults & 2 kids.

Don’'t Forget:  the mighty

Unicorn Under 8s will be staring at
half-time!

Referee Courses

At times during the season the club is required to supply
Match Referees and Touch Judges, so get involved. The
Club will happily pay for any member undertaking a course.

Foundation Courses
Sunday 24 February, 2008 at Endeavour Hills RC (M91 H8)
Sunday 30 March, 2008 at Footscray RC (M42 C1)

Touch Judge Course
Wednesday 2 April, 2008 at Boroondara RC (M59 F3)
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Coaching

Appointments

Head of Coaching

We are pleased to advise that Mitch Canning has been
appointed as Head of Coaching. Mitch comes to us
from Auckland where he held various coaching positions
and in 2005 his University of Auckland team won the
Grand Final. In 2006 he was invited to coach the
Auckland Restricted Representative side and the team
went through the season undefeated. During 2006
Mitch was exposed to the Auckland representative
rugby program which added further perspective to his
coaching knowledge. We are fortunate that his
employer decided to transfer him to Melbourne.

Mitch’s role is different to that of his predecessor and he
will be responsible for leading and managing the coach
efforts at Melbourne with the assistance of each of the
specific team coaches.

Trevor Hutchings
Secretary

Coaching Team

Rugby Operations Group
Nick Derera
Chris Daly
Paul Henning
Head of Coaching Mitch Canning

Premier 1 Joint Coach
Premier 1 Joint Coach

Kevin Venning
Stephen Mobbs

Premier 2 Coach Andre Orr
Premier 3 Coach Luke Daley
Premier 3 Coach Paul Boyes

Strength and conditioning Assistant Coach
Anton Pilli

Colts Coach Mark Delaney
Colts Coach Neil Hay

Junior Coaches

The junior coaching team will be announced in the near
future.

2008 Membership

Your membership is the backbone of the club, and to make
it easier for you to join the club, we have an online system.
Simply go to www.melbournerugby.com.au  and follow
the links to register and pay for membership subscriptions
all on-line, in one easy step.

The Committee has agreed that the membership fees for
2008 will remain unchanged from 2007.

Season 2008 membership costs are below:

Senior Player $250
Colts Player - F/T student U23 $180
Junior Player $140

Note: all player memberships include club socks and
shorts

Clubhouse Member $60
Team Coach or Manager $60
President’s Club Gold Membership $500

President’s Club Silver Membership $250

Family Membership $250
Includes both parents and plus all junior players
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RIEREHARBIGE

Order your merchandise online!!!

% #"
# % #(

("# #)

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored hemline,
fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away hood,
elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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