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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #11 – 25th June 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s News 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
Last weekend saw us host a fund-raising lunch 
for the Royal Children’s Hospital.  It was a 
great event organised by Charles Leyland and 
his team from the RCH.  Our guest was Peter 
Grigg who enjoyed an afternoon of rugby 
reminiscing with Ray Evens and Gerry O’Neil 
over the good old days when they could all still 
run.  The results on the filed were mixd with 
some very close results.  The highlights of the 
day were Simon Webster playing his 300th 
game and Johnny Kastelan playing his 100th.  
Both are great clubmen and it was great to see 
the celebrations. 
 
This weekend we are away at Moorabbin so 
please get down and support the lads. 
 
Just a reminder that it is time for tax planning 
and we have plenty of projects registered with 
the ASF so please get your donation in asap.  
It is as easy as filling in the attached form and 
sending it with some money. In the past we 
have used these funds for the Romanis lights, 
the Orrong goal posts and the scrum machine 
and we plan to use them for future projects 
such as ground improvements and the 
clubhouse expansion. 
 
 

  
I look forward to seeing you at Moorabbin. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 27 th June 
 
Seniors  
 
3:15pm: First Grade  - Moorabbin v Melbourne 
1:30pm: Second Grade  - Moorabbin v Melbourne 
12noon: Third Grade  - Moorabbin v Melbourne  
 
Keys Road Reserve, Keys Rd, Cheltenham Nth (Melways 
78 B9) 
 
9:00am: Under 12s  - Melbourne v Wyndham City 
1:30pm: Colts  - Melbourne v Boroondara  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 
 
Juniors  
 
9:00am: Under 8 Gold  - Melbourne v Power House 
9:00am: Under 8 Green   - Footscray v Melbourne 
9:45am: Under 10  Green - Melbourne v Power House 
 
Under 10 Melbourne Blue have a bye  
 
Henry Turner Memorial Reserve, Cnr Farnsworth Av & 
Myers Rd Footscray (Melways 42 C1)  
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Round 9 
 

20th June 2009  
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 8   Power House 13  
Try: George Linn 
Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 19   Power House 27 
Tries:Adam Blair, Gerdus Buitendag, Mike Brown  
Goals: Eric Fransella, Geraint Way 
 
A frustrating week on the training track was always take 
its toll against the top of the table Powerhouse 
combination. Particularly in our backs we saw many 
positional changes and welcomed Tristan to the 
seconds from Sth Dists. Unfortunately our backline 
wasnt able to run together before the match and this 
reflected in our first half performance. We started with 
the right attitude and intensity but lacked execution 
when it counted most. Powerhouse were well drilled and 
made few mistakes, leading us to make technical 
infringements and give away two easy penalties for 
Powerhouse to go to a 6 - 0 lead. There was good work 
by Morrisey, Brian and Hocks early, but simple turnover 
ball was killing our momentum and confidence as we  
 

  
made too many mistakes. A chargedown led to a try to 
Powerhouse soon afterwards and converted for a 13-0 
scoreline - again from our mistake! We tried hard to 
compose ourselves and take the game to Powerhouse, but 
drop ball and turnovers at critical times saw us give 
possession away. A poor kick option then put the ball 
straight into the the hands of Powerhouses most dangerous 
player and he easily run through our defense to score 
under the posts and convert 20- nil Powerhouse and our 
heads went down! We hadnt been in this position all year 
and the floodgates could have opened but as has come to 
be expected from this team, they wouldnt lie down! For ten 
minutes a determined defense held out a Powerhouse 
onslaught and we were able to counter attack and make 
ground.  
 
Strong running by Capey, Bowler, G and Roo supported 
Tristan and Gerdus in the backs and we went to halftime 
behind but not beaten.We started strongly in the second 
half and upped the tempo of the game and following some 
sustained pressure Blairy sliced through under the posts for 
a good try and Eric converted, 20-7. Our forwards were 
now on top and Mitch, Cruika and Morrissey really made 
some ground with the ball. Tristan took the ball up straight 
and hard and Browny hit the line at pace. Capey split the 
defense for Blairy to see a blind side option and Browny to 
barge over in the corner.20-12. We continued to mount 
pressure with Ben, Gerdus and Eric finding the gaps, but 
handling errors let us down again and Powerhouse 
capitalised to score after we handed them the ball on our 
tryline and they scored under the posts, 27-12.  
 
Again we responded with a great try to Gerdus and 
converted for 27-19 scoreline and time beat us. 
Congratulations to Morrissey 3, Gerdus 2 and Brian 
Roberts 1 point each. Special thanks to Linghy and Paul 
from the colts for their efforts from the bench. 
 
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 17   Power House 17 
Try: Tony Kastelan, Chris Eldridge, Rob Weaver 
Goal: Alex Ivory 
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Under 10 Green: 
 
This week we returned to Boroondara to face the Melton 
team whom seemed to have grown substantially since 
we last met 4 weeks ago. Must be the country air! 
 
Whilst challenged by the size and skill of the generally 
larger Melton squad, this week, we witnessed a big step 
up from everyone in the team in the way they 
approached the game physically. The general 
commitment from everyone in tackle situations and in 
driving the ball forward was excellent and was a good 
demonstration of things to come as the team develops 
through the season. 
 

 
 
Melton demonstrated the same good organisation and 
structure we saw from them last time, however on this 
occasion we remained committed through the whole 
game to making things difficult for them through 
committed tackling and through shutting off their efforts 
to off load the ball in the tackle. Generally, their great 
body position at the ruck and ability to clear possession 
away to players running aggressively forward proved the 
big difference and saw them run in a number of good 
tries as they kept us on the back foot. 

 
�

  
In proud club tradition, our players never gave up and 
through persistence managed to create an excellent team 
try for Stephen Wylie before he headed off on vacation. 
After winning the ball from a ruck situation, the ball was 
moved quickly wide to a sprinting Russell Grimwade who 
cleverly drew in two opposition defenders before passing to 
Stephen who was running in support, beating a number of 
Melton defenders to finished the move off dotting down in 
the corner. 
 
Notable performances this week include: strong tackling 
displays from Russell Grimwade, Angus McIndoe and Finn 
Estella; creative attacking from set pieces from Oscar 
Estella, Fred Langley and Ethan O'Brien; and as we have 
come to expect excellent all round play in both defense and 
attack from Campbell Jones and Stephen Wylie. 
 
Thanks to the following U10 Blues  who stayed to fill in for 
missing players and contributed well: Hamish McIlroy, 
Antonio Faamausili, Owen Reese, Millicent Madsen 
 
The Players receiving Awards from the game where; Best 
Defensive Player – Russell Grimwade; Best Attacking 
Player – Campbell Jones  and Best Team Player – Stephen 
Wylie 
  
 
Players out this week include: Jack Stapleton (Holiday), 
William Ellwood (Broken ankle). We wish Will a speedy 
recovery and look forward to seeing both boys back soon. 
 
 
 
Under 10 Gold: 
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Under 8 Gold:   
 
A beautiful morning to play Melton at Hawthorn. 
Captained by Tom, the under 8 golds were keen to get 
started.  Ethan continued to show his go forward 
initiative, backing Gus and setting up some great trys. 
 
Gus was on fire through the centre and down the line. 
Troy’s speed and dexterity kept coach/ref Nick on his 
toes, and almost under them on one occasion.  Liam 
and Hayden were fabulous tagging the opposition and 
passing off to set up many trys.  Ted was all over the 
ground,and crossed the line 3 times. 
 

 
 
Elijah had  few fabulous runs, and was able to celebrate 
with a try late in the game.  Great concern from all over 
the score line, assurances that my counting was was 
flawed, intrigue, accusations, claims and counter claims. 
 

 
 
�

  
Despite all the conjecture, rugby the winner on the day! 
A try-fest! Gus 4, Troy 4, Ted 3, Liam 2, Tom 1, Elijah 1, 
Ethan 1 
 
Thank you to Lynne for taking over team manager duties 
next week, Nick as always, and Daniel for yet again taking 
on the challenge of herding. 
 
Go unicorns!  
 
Congratulations Simon on 300 games from all in under 8 
gold! 
 
 
Under 8 Green:   
 
In a warm up for their big game later that night, the Under 8 
Greens had an early morning hit-out against an in-form and 
well-drilled Boroondarra. 
 
While the boys started with their usual enthusiasm, they 
took some time to really hit their straps . Perhaps their 
minds were elsewhere (the Wallabies dressing rooms)? 
Perhaps they were conserving their energy? Perhaps they 
had been temporarily blinded by the unusually bright 
sunshine (not often a feature of midwinter Melbourne)?  
Perhaps it was all of the above? In any event, for a while 
passes were missing the mark, balls were being dropped, 
and there were holes in the our defence that Boroondarra 
took advantage of - with them pressing forward and through 
the boys' line. 
 

 
 
However once they hit their straps and found their rhythm, 
our boys were again able to demonstrate the skills they 
have worked so hard on in practice to play some great 
rugby - and in doing so, come out swinging, to turn the 
match around. Well done! Our old-hands Hugo and  
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Laughlin always put in a gutsy effort, using their size 
and skill to provide a rock solid line in defence as well as 
setting up some great attacking plays, sending 
themselves or their team mates over the line.  Nicholas 
and Rupert are also working really hard to read the play 
and get in the right place at the right time and made 
some great two-handed tags as a result.  
 
Our newer players Calum and Bud are proving to be 
valuable additions to the junior group and have 
improved their skills, and confidence, as the season rolls 
on. Bud is always focused and made the pass of the 
match which was bullet fast and directly on target and 
Calum cranked up his efforts in defence, to help close 
the gaps and shut down Boroondarra's attack. And 
finally our exciting youngsters Tommy, Oscar and 
Lachlan, used their speed to great effect, with some 
great dodging and weaving in attack.  All in all, a great 
turn around, reminding the boys to always go hard! 
 

 
 
Later that night, the boys (along with Gus and Ted from 
the Under 8 Golds) again took to the paddock in a 
curtain raiser for the Wallabies v Italy match.  It was a 
great opportunity for the boys to experience the thrill of 
running down the chute into a big stadium, play in front 
of a large crowd and see themselves on the big screen.  
We clearly have some future Wallabies, All Blacks and 
members of Paddy's Army in our midst. All of the boys 
are to be congratulated for their enthusiasm and energy 
- they were great representatives of their club and for 
the future of rugby in Melbourne!  Congratulations also 
to Nicholas, who had the opportunity to be part of the 
guard of honor for the teams coming onto the field. No 
doubt his cheers and flag waving spurred the Wallabies 
on. 
 
 
  

  

ASF Donations 
 

 
 
Yes it’s that time of year again and if you are looking for a 
tax effective way to help your club.  WE HAVE THE 
SOLUTION!!   The Australian Sports Foundation Ltd (ASF) 
was established by the Australian Government to assist 
organisations to raise funds through public & corporate 
donations for the development of sport in Australia. 
Donations of $2 or more to the ASF are tax deductib le.  
ISN’T THAT GOOD NEWS? 
 
The Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club has a project 
set up with the ASF, so you can donate to your club and 
get a tax benefit.  Our previous project was for the 
development for Romanis Reserve and it helped us build 
the lights.  Your donation will help us continue this 
development of the clubs sporting facilities.  
 
Paying by Cash 
1. Deposit the money into the following account 

BSB 032776 
Account Number 130159 

2. Fill out the attached form, sign and send it with a copy 
of deposit slip to: 
Leanne Read 
Australian Sports Foundation 
Ph  02 6214 7860 
Fax 02 6214 7865 
leanne.read@ausport.gov.au 

 
 
Paying by Credit Card 
Fill out the attached form, sign and send it to: 

Leanne Read 
Australian Sports Foundation 
Ph  02 6214 7860 
Fax 02 6214 7865 
leanne.read@ausport.gov.au 

 
Please don’t leave it until the last few days to deposit 
donations or send credit card donation forms through.   
 
All forms need to be received and processed prior to June 
30th to be eligible. 
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