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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #12 – 2nd June 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s News 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
What a weekend! We had some good wins 
from the Thirds and Colts.  The Seconds 
started well but ended up seven points down at 
half time.  They fought back against the odds 
to share the points and keep their finals hopes 
well alive. The Seconds now stand at fourth on 
the ladder behind Moorabbin, Power House, 
and Wyndham City.  Final score 29 all.  The 
Firsts had a similar story but were unlucky to 
go down by just one point. 
 
This weekend we are away at Box Hill (so not 
too far to travel), so please get down and 
support the lads. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 

 
Your newsletter wants your photos! 

 
Email to :   
trevor.hutchings@melbournerugby.com.au 
 
 
 

  
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 4 th July 
 
Seniors  
 
3:15pm: First Grade  - Box Hill v Melbourne 
1:30pm: Second Grade  - Box Hill v Melbourne 
12noon: Third Grade  - Box Hill v Melbourne  
 
Sparkes Reserve, Cnr Canterbury & Middleborough Rds, 
Box Hill(Melways 47 G12) 
 
Colts and Juniors do not have games due to school 
holidays 
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Round 10 
 

27th June 2009  
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 30   Moorabbin 31  
Tries: George Linn, Elliot Bull, James Slattery 
Goals: Aurelien Bouthier 3 
Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier 3  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Seconds:  Melbourne 29   Power House 29 
Tries: Eric Fransella 3, Gerdus Buitendag, Anthony Cape  
Goals: Tom McCool  
 
Again late changes to our starting team would make life 
difficult against top contender Moorabbin. Losing Gibbo and 
Brian Roberts to firsts meant Geriant and Stirlo came into 
the run on at half and No.8 and a tough game loomed 
ahead. We started well with driving forward play led by 
Morrissey, Nashy and Hocks and soon the backs split the 
Moorabbin defense to see Gerdus score out wide. Tom 
McColl, Luti and Eric continually then split the defense but 
some poor final passes and catches meant that tries went 
begging.We also were kicking far too much when in good 
field position. Moorabbin then hit back with two quick tries 
and a conversion to lead 12-5. After some sustained 
forward pressure and good running from Charlie, Stirlo and 
Capey, the backs showed good pace after breaks to Tom 
and Luti to put Eric in out wide. 
 

 
 
At 12-10 down we looked to keep the momentum going but 
instead, allowed Moorabbin some easy turnover ball, 
leading to a try right on halftime. Our defense to let this try 
in was apalling! At 17-10 down at halftime we had to lift our 
game considerably. Derek came on at flanker and Tris to 
halfback in the hope we could get greater possession and 
cleaner ball. We kept making mistakes, dropping ball, 
missing easy tackles and handing possession back to 
Moorabbin who said thankyou and scored again. At 22-10 
we had to find something and this time it was Eric who 
slipped away with a great try and Tom McColl converted. 
Moorabbin were tiring and Hocks, Mitch and Morrissey 
were finding gaps to put Luti, Ben and Andy into space and 
the momentum was turning in our favour. Then poor 
tackling again brought us undone with Moorabbin cutting 
through for a easy try and conversion for a 29-17 scoreline. 
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An Injured Stirlo was replaced by Trav and we seemed 
to click into another gear. Great runs by the forwards 
saw us move upfield and after some productive back 
play Eric went over for his hatrick of tries and Tom 
converted for a 29- 24 scoreline and ten to go. Axe then 
replaced Andy at fullback and constant pressure saw us 
attack their goal line. Strong penetrating runs by Axe, 
followed by every player digging deep and never giving 
up, resulted in try machine Capey scoring in the corner, 
levelling the game at 29-all. Tom's conversion missed 
narrowly and fulltime was blown. Again this team fought 
back against the odds to share the points and keep our 
finals hopes well alive. Congratulations to Nick 
Morrissey 3 Eric 2 and Charlie Bowler 1 point each. 
Special mention to Hocks for his ability as captain to 
continually get his team to lift when needed. Well done!  
 
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 22   Moorabbin 17 
Tries: Alex Ivory, Mike Brown, Ben Ainsworth 
Goals: Alex Ivory, Rob Acteson  
 

 
�

  

 
 
 
Colts:  Melbourne 32   Boroondara 27 
 
Injuries, flu and holidays left the Melbourne Unicorn Colts 
Squad with its fewest available players for any match this 
season. 
 
For the 1st time this year we were unable to field a full 
bench and those that we had included 4 props. 
 
Our backs had players playing out of position but we still 
started the match full of optimism and the first 20 minutes 
we probably played our most effective rugby of the season.  
Forwards were taking the right option at breakdown and 
they were well marshaled by our scrum half Tom Steele. 
 
With our forwards producing clean quick ball after driving 
the ball on for 2 or 3 phases of play.   Paul McConnachie, 
Chris Ling and Linz Smith (playing his first game of the 
season) cut massive holes in the Boroondara defence and 
left us 22 – 3 up. 
 
We continued to dominate both position and territory for the 
rest of the game, but Boroondara realised that their hope of 
success relied on quick counter attacking whenever they 
turned over the ball.  Their defence shored up as did our 
scoring opportunities and as the game wore on, 
Boroondara’s confidence rose as they inched closer to our 
score through tries being run in the length of the pitch after 
they had turned over the ball. 
 
In spite of this, Melbourne did not lose their composure and 
scored a further 3 tries to stay ahead of the opposition. 
 
The final score was 32 – 27 to Melbourne with tries being 
scored by Chris Ling (2), Will Chalmers (backing up Chris 
Ling who avoided scoring a hat trick), Linz Smith and Max  
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Lippiat.  Paul McConnachie had an off day with the boot 
and only managed 1 conversion. 
 
The points for the day were well deserved with 3 going 
to Adam Dole, 2 to Tom Steele and 1 each to Will 
Chalmers and Max Slater. 
 
 
 
Under 12: 
 
With the school holidays, swine flu and the ski season 
upon us, the prospect of fielding a full team was not 
good. 
 
Even co-coach had taken his son back home for the 
holidays on an Ouzo appreciation trip… ….drink Forrest, 
drink.  
 
So an under manned Melbourne was lucky to be 
bolstered by the appearance of our State Rep for his 
first game of the year, against an opposition that had 
kept us from the semi-finals the previous season. 
 
But alas, the parents and supporters who turned out 
early on Saturday witnessed a display of running rugby 
that could easily have been from boys much older. 
 
The mauling drills are starting to show results, with the 
forwards securing the ball from the kick off and 
delivering to the backs. Henry Hutchison (Hutch) scored 
from his first run with the ball, converted by Bracey and 
7-0 after only a couple of minutes. 
 
After repeat performances from the following kick offs, 
Melbourne had shot out to a game winning lead. The 
forwards decided to keep the pill to themselves, and 
after rolling a couple of mauls up the short side, the ball 
was cleared to Matt Dudgeon who showed great 
determination (and speed) to beat numerous tackles 
and score under the sticks.  
 
Footscray ten had use of the ball for several phases, 
and showed they had the skills to keep possession. 
However, they did not make one metre, with Melbourne 
showing good structure and having the straight line of 
defence to keep shutting them down. 
 
Half time score: Melbourne 38, Footscray 0. 
 
A reshuffle of the backs in the second half, initially 
slowing down the scoring rate, but the makings of some 
great team work began to wear Footscray down. Some 
great runs�

  
through the middle by Felix Dunphy, and then great 
cleaning out by the loose forwards, gave the backs ball on 
the front foot. Sam was quick to clear the ball, and Bracey 
gave some great passes to set Hutch and Bob away. 
 
The last two tries scored were the best tries the team has 
run in this year, with Hutch scoring in the right corner after 
great pick and drive play from the forwards from the 
halfway, and then Bob scoring in the opposite corner after a 
quick tap penalty was taken on the halfway by Bracey, and 
some clever use of the ball by the inside backs. 
 
The team is now showing structure in both attack and 
defence, and the hard work at training is really showing.  
 
A couple of weeks off, and then the run into the semi-finals, 
with what looks like a top four position secured. Lets get to 
number one! 
 
 
 
Under 10 Green: 
 
This week being the first week of the school holidays for 
some and the second for others we where fortunate 
enough that the Blues had a bye and we where able to 
combine forces as a Green team to play Powerhouse at 
Footscray. 
 
The last few weeks we have reported here significant 
improvements in the U10 teams play and this week was no 
exception. Again we witnessed a further growth from the 
team which came from 2 key things: 1. There was  a further 
step up from everyone in the team in the way they 
approached the game physically, which put more pressure 
on the opposition than they would previously would have 
seen from us; 2. We witnessed some good structured play 
going forward with team members showing some 
commitment to protect the ball to set up second phase play 
which created good opportunities to go forward.  
 
With both Blues and Greens having played Powerhouse 
previously, we where expecting a hard game and we where 
not disappointed by the first few minutes as they 
demonstrated good structure, intensity and physicality. 
Given their free flowing scoring in previous weeks , I think it 
came as some surprise to them that we made their try 
scoring efforts much more difficult by demonstrating 
increased physicality and much improved tackling. As the 
game progressed, our confidence grew and we started to 
put together some excellent phase play which was, 
generated from the effort of our forwards,  Chrissy Webster 
Antonio Faamausili, Russell Grimwade, Finn Estella and 
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Owen Reese. This combined with the excellent work 
done by Oscar Estella at the breakdown who shifted the 
ball well out to our runners in the backline, Campbell 
Jones, Hamish McIllroy, Fred Langley and Kate 
Cunningham allowed us to gain yards and eventually 
score a number of well earned team tries. It is really nice 
to see the boys starting to get some reward for their 
efforts. 
 
The Players receiving our weekly U10 Awards from this 
game where; Best Defensive Player – Fred Langley; 
Best Attacking Player – Kate Cunningham  and Best 
Team Player – Campbell Jones. A special mention this 
week goes to Oscar Estella who worked tirelessly 
clearing the ball from set pieces, rucks and mauls and 
demonstrated excellent commitment to creating 
opportunities for his team mates. An excellent 
demonstration of team play.   
 
I hope everyone has a great holiday and look forward to 
seeing you all back in a few weeks. 
 
 
 
Under 8 Gold:   
 
It was a lovely Winter’s morning down by the 
Maribynong where we all assembled for the 0900 game. 
 
Playing today were: Liam, Troy, Elijah, Hayden, Gus, 
Ted and Adam. Ted was the captain for the day – well 
done Ted. 
 
We got off to a flying start with a great try by Troy. 
 
There was some great running all round and especially 
early on by Adam and Hayden. 
 
A great defence was put up by the players with some 
good tackling by Gus and Liam. 
 
There were some great trys by Gus, Ted and  Elijah 
despite some strong defence by the other team. 
 
As always, rugby was the winner on the day, and the 
team are really improving their skill. 
 
Thanks to coach Nick and our runners. 
 
 
 
�

  
Under 8 Green:   
 
The weekend saw the Under 8 Greens take on Footscray, 
in a game which from the opening seconds could only be 
described as a try-scoring extravaganza - that all the boys 
contributed to and that all the boys should be congratulated 
for.  Go Greens!  Some of the tries came about from the 
boys' great ball skills - including a magnificent pass from 
Nicholas to Oscar who the ran the line to open the Greens' 
account,as well as great hands from Rupert and Calum that 
allowed our attacking line to keep moving forward and the 
scorecard ticking over throughout the game. Some came 
from some great running - with Tommy showing his speed 
and his dodging and weaving skills to catch the Footscray 
defence off balance to get over the line again and again,  
 
Hugo rampaging across the field, through the defence and 
down the line and Lachlan using his high speed skip to 
confuse the opposition and get across the line. Some came 
from pure guts and determination  - including Bud staring 
down his Footscray opponents, then quick stepping his way 
past them and Max putting in his all to get across the field 
and to the line. And one came from a great shepherd from 
Coach Bernie!  In defence the boys again worked hard to 
maintain an effective line, making some great two-handed 
tags then getting back in position - and looking for a 
opportunity to turn defence into attack.  In the play of the 
day, the boys held back a determined Footscray who had 
camped out on our line to eventually turn the ball over and 
score a great team try.  All in all a great game -  reminding 
the boys of the importance of holding their line to really shut 
down the opposition. 
 
 

New Arrivals 
 
Tim (Twobums) & Sarah Austin are happy to announce the 
arrival of Olivia Jane last Thursday. 
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Wanting to buy your first home? 
 
Wanting to take advantage of the first home 
owners grant? 
 
Don’t quite know how to start the process? 
 
MRUFC have an association with ex player 
Graeme Hastings who is principal of Hastings 
International Australia, who are mortgage & 
finance brokers. 
 
Graeme is pleased to help any member or 
supporter of the club in any of the following 
areas of finance: 
 
• Residential & commercial lending 
• Business equipment 
• Motor cars 
• Personal loans 
• Debtor financing 
 
The club benefits if any business is secured. 
 
Contact Graeme today for any help or advice: 
 
• Phone:   03 9869 5506 
• Email:    gh@hastingsfinance.com.au 
 
 

 

  
Rowzy numbers are growing…  
 
Guy & Meg Sawrey-Cookson are happy to announce the 
arrival of Harriet Eve last week.(ex Rowzy 3rd grader) 
 

 
 
 
Another one… 
 
Olly & Jacquie Garside are happy to announce the arrival of 
Henry Charles on Tuesday. 
 

 
 
 
Certainly a good excuse to celebrate and have 
a drink with mates…  
 
  

 


