UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 13 — 19" June 2008, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

Phew, what a big week in Rugby. After
attending the, as always, excellent Colin Bell
Club dinner, | was able to see the Chairman of
the ARU put in the hot seat by a very vocal
crowd at the RACV club lunch. | then topped
the week off by having lunch at Uni with seven
former Wallabies including Mark Ella, Budda
Handy and Peter Griggs. Thanks to Rick
Boycott and Uni for the invitation and the
opportunity to have some intellectual old prop
to old prop conversation with Budda.

| then watched our boys put in a sterling effort
against the all star Uni team and then off to the
Test match. A great weekend when too much
Rugby was just barely enough.

This weekend we start the finals play-offs for
the first half of the season. Our thirds are in
the top six comp (having knocked Uni out last
week) and are at Albert Park against
Powerhouse at 11.30. We will then have the
Seconds, Colts and Firsts at home from 1200.
Please come down and support the lads and
have one of Eric and Leigh’s gourmet
sausages.
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CLEANING

Finally, g’day to my old mate Steve from Perth
who reads these newsletters religiously (I knew
someone read them) and now considers himself
an honorary Unicorn. Steve is a former All Black
trialist (aren’t they all) who now supports the
Wallabies whole heartedly.

MRUFC and major sponsor Red Mercury are
working together to raise $20,000 for new
equipment and player development including the
"Enforcer" scrum machine. For every member
who connects with Vodafone, Red Mercury will
contribute to the Club.

| look forward to seeing you on the sideline on
Saturday.

Cheers,

This Weekend

21°% June 2008

Romanis

09:00AM: Under 8 Melbourne Blue v Southern Districts
09:00AM: Under 8 Melbourne Green v Moorabbin
09:45AM: Under 10 Melbourne v Southern Districts
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12Noon: Seconds Melbourne v Southern Districts .
1:40PM: Colts Melbourne v Boroondara Social Calendar
3:15PM: Firsts Melbourne v Boroondara
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High - June 26th: Junior BBQ —
St & Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) Parents and Juniors
6.30pm till 8pm in the club
rooms.
Albert Park
11:30AM: Thirds Power House v Melbourne - July 26th: Greek BBQ after

the game at club rooms.
Grounds 14 & 15, Aughtie Drive, Albert Park (Melways
57 J6 or 2K G12) : July 31st: Junior BBQ — Parents and Juniors 6.30pm
till 8pm in the club rooms.

Ashwood

09:00AM Under 12 Harlequins v Melbourne : August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic — Champagne,
deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! Perfect way to watch

Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60 rubgy!
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Round 11

14" June 2008

Firsts: Melbourne 15 University 46

Tries: Dave Smith, Max Lucmort
Conversions: Dave Smith
Penalty: Dave Smith

Thirds: Melbourne 10 University 7
Try: Tyrone Mitchell

Conversion: Rob Acteson

Penalty: Rob Acteson

1 —
Seconds: Melbourne 14 University 15

Tries: Jarrad Magee 2
Conversions: Lotu Aitu 2
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Colts: Melbourne 12 University 31
Tries: Ben Stokes, Gerdus Buitendag
Conversion: Paul McConichie

Under 12s: Melbourne 29 Boroondara 46
Tries: Henry Hutchison 4, Stonier Watson
Conversions: Henry Hutchison 2

Under 10:

Melbourne U10's played Eltham at the Footscray rugby
grounds this Saturday. George was the team's match
captain leading the team onto the field with his usual
enthusiasm which he was able to convert into a try early on
in the game. Melbourne stamped their mark on the game
from the outset, despite a number of large and quick
Eltham players. Melbourne's attacking game was relentless
with Vince, Finn and Tim leading the charge. On several
occasions each of them combined strength in the tackle
with that extra yard of pace necessary to stretch away from
their pursuers.

Eltham rallied in the second half putting real pressure on
Melbourne's line. However, whenever they looked like
finally breaking through one of the Melbourne pack would
strip the ball from the attacking player and quickly distribute
the ball for the counter attack. Kate, in her first game for
Melbourne, demonstrated the skills she picked up in
Portugal with a debut try. Campbell also managed to break
away with the ball at one point and showed his speed to
finish in the corner. "Player of the Match" went to Pius for
his strength at the breakdown and his running in space.
Finn, as the leading try scorer, was awarded the team's
new award of "Best in Attack".
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The new award for "Best in Defence" was a hard choice
given the whole teams physical commitment to winning
the ball. In the end it went to Vince who mid way through
the second half stopped dead the opposition's largest
and strongest player in his tracks with a textbook
smother tackle.

[Players: Aaron, Campbell(1), Finn(5), Fred, George(1),
Harrison, Jack, James, Kate(1), Oliver, Sam, Stephen,
Tim (4), Vince(1)] Final Score: Melbourne 14, Eltham 0

Under 8 Blue:

The MRU Blues are in town!! Playing a very competitive
and FAST game of rugby against Box Hill Reds, it was
one of the most physically even matches so far and very
exciting. The boys, thanks to the leadership of Greg and
Nicholas are playing the game beautifully. And now
know in which direction to run ... forward!

Ethan, Liam and Angus have been in the lead in relation
to number of tackles and continued to close down Box
Hill Reds runners. Massimo, Oscar, Ted and Nicholas
tagged well also.

MRU Blues scorers were many. But the most exciting
passage of play was a pass from Oscar to Lachlan, who
then ran the full length of the field to score the most
impressive try! Well done Lachlan!

Well done Melbourne Blues!!!

Brilliant team work!

Under 8Green:

Another great display of running rugby from the U8
Greens on Saturday when the boys played against
Powerhouse. As | was on the ground shouting at them |
didn't get to note any details of scorers etc and with our
regular correspondent recovering from providing Hugo
with a sister (congratulations Haymans!) | thought I'd
give a kind of a mid-term report (good idea Danielle!).

Its been great to see the way the boys have developed
their team play this season, and Saturday was no
exception with some moments of great passing, putting
team mates into space, leading to a number of well-
worked tries.

The boys need to keep their concentration on this aspect of
their game - when they do it they do it very well.
Occasionally, particularly against less structured
opponents, we get a bit of "white line fever". There's
nothing wrong with wanting to score tries, but we need to
always be aware when someone else is in a better position
to score and make the pass accordingly.

With natural ball-runners like Ben, Hugo, Tom, Angus and
Ethan able to exploit gaps in opponents defensive lines
we've been working really hard at training at ways to keep
our attacking structure - supporting the ball carrier, calling
for the pass and running straight. This opens the gaps and
allows our quick and elusive runners to make their
spectacular breaks . Hugh has been working really hard on
these support and receiving aspects of his play and has
been rewarded with a couple of well deserved tries over the
last few weekends. Tom has made a terrific start in the
team after moving in from the Blues just a few weeks ago -
he makes such a positive contribution its hard to imagine
what we did without him.

Ben has worked especially hard on making his pass more
direct and accurate which in turn has allowed him not just
to score a hatful of tries, but to assist a number of team-
mates to do the same. While it's still early days for Rupert
already his confidence and skill level have grown
enormously - he pulled off a couple of the best tags of the
day last week against much bigger opponents. His
defensive game is great and as he starts to read the plays
and gets the hang of the best place to be, his opportunities
will come to get on the scoresheet. Hugo is making a big
contribution in defence as well as with his attacking skills -
particularly in calling the defensive line.

Ethan has also really latched onto this aspect of the game
and is one of the chief instigators of maintaining the
structure we see the boys using. His passing is also
becoming very accomplished. Angus has popped up
everywhere this season - he has worked really hard on
supporting the player with the ball which always provides
us with extra options and is always a reliable last line of
defence as he works hard to chase anyone who gets
through the line. Lachie has worked hard learning to loop
around and has often appeared on the outside of the ball-
carrier giving us more attacking options.

Our "go-to" players are Jack and Chrissy who are doing
exceptional work getting the team going forward - running
straight, drawing in the defence and passing to the outside
players who are exploiting the open spaces this creates.
They also form the cornerstone of our mid-field defensive
line.
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Our defensive game in general has really improved - the
boys are beginning to take responsibility for calling their
own line which is great to see. Sometimes when we're
playing less structured opponents our own structure is
suffering - in defence we get sucked in around big
groups of players waiting for the ball which leaves gaps
for their quicker runners out wide. But these are minor
quibbles - the boys are getting themselves onside after
tagging really well and are ferociously competitive in
attack and defence. In the best traditions of the club.

I hope both boys and parents are enjoying the season,

particularly now we're in a group that bears some
geographical proximity to our actual location.

Spectators

Digging for water at Romanis Reserve!!
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MERQHARBIGE
Order your merchandise online!!!

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Scarf

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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