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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 14 – 26th June 2008, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 

 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
Last week was one of mixed results.  I 
watched some excellent performances from 
the juniors and was treated to some fleet 
footed action and pile of tries from our little 
Unicorns. 
 
Unfortunately the Seconds and Thirds dropped 
out of the Dewar shield competition for this 
year.  The Colts had an excellent win and 
showed their true potential.  Neil and Ferg 
have been doing a great job coaching these 
guys and the results are beginning to show.  
Thanks also to Mobbsey and Aussie George 
who stepped in to coach and manage the guys 
last Saturday.  The Firsts game had us all on 
the edge of our seats and almost required the 
defibrillator for the poor old Pres on the 
sideline.  We won right on the whistle and it 
was very pleasing to see the guys stick to the 
task. 
  
This week the firsts are at Footscray at 3 pm in 
the knock out semi, so please come down and 
support the guys. 
 
We are also starting preparations for the Pillar  
and Lightning competitions.  We will have the 
Barbarians team in the pillar and will put two 
 

  
teams into the lightning competition.  I hoe to see 
the final draws for both these competitions this 
week and they will be pur on the website.  These 
competitions form the second half of the season 
so please get along and support the lads as 
usual. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on the sideline on 
Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
28th June 2008  
 
Footscray  
 
3:00PM: Firsts Footscray v Melbourne (Semifinal)  
Henry Turner Memorial Reserve, Cnr Farnsworth Av & 
Myers Rd Footscray (Melways 42 C1) 
 
Seconds and Thirds are out of the finals  

 
Ashwood  
 
1:30PM: Colts Harlequins v Melbourne  
Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60 H12) 
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Hopper's Crossing  
 
09:00AM Under 12 Wyndham City v Melbourne  
 
Mossfiel Reserve, Heaths Rd, Hoppers Crossing 
(Melways 206 F&G1) 
 

 
Seaford  
 
09:00AM Under 8 Melbourne Blue v Endeavour Hills 
White 
09:00AM Under 8 Melbourne Green v Endeavour Hills 
maroon 
09:50AM Under 10 Melbourne v Moorabbin White  
 
Riviera Park, Eel Race Rd, Seaford (Melways 97 F10 & 
11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Social Calendar 
 
·  July 26th: Greek BBQ  after 

the game at club rooms.  
 
·  July 31st: Junior BBQ – 

Parents and Juniors 
6.30pm till 8pm in the club 
rooms.    

 
·  August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic – Champagne, 

deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! Perfect way to watch 
rubgy!   

 
·  August 16th:  Junior Night  – End of season 

celebrations, at the club rooms.    
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Qualifying Finals 
 

21st June 2008  
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 16 Boroondara 15 
 
Tries:Andy Castleman, Max Lucmort 
Penalties: Andy Castleman, Bob Windle  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 14 Southern Districts 24 
Tries:Justin Lang, Simon Blair 
Conversions: Simon Blair 2  

 

  

 
 
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 7 Power House 24  
Try: Ciaran Ebbs 
Conversion: Rob Acteson  
 
 
 
Colts:  Melbourne 49 Boroondara 0 
 
Tries: Mathew Moghadam,Tom Wills, Steve Glagau, Paul 
McConichie, Zander Venter, Charlie Cruikshank, Chris 
Eldridge, Brent Smith, Gerdus Buitendag  
Conversions: Charlie Cruikshank, Rupert Blunden  
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Under 12s: Melbourne 14 Harlequin 12 
Tries: Henry Hutchison 2,  
 
The u12 travelled to Harlequins with much more than 
the game on the line. The Manager and another father 
had put their hard earned where their mouths were (and 
possibly their feet) at the Weary Dunlop lunch and 
staked lunch on the result with the Harlequins 
management. 
 
On a damp and dreary morning the boys came through 
with a hard fought victory! 
 
Again, the opposition had the size advantage with a 
couple of big forwards, but the boys stuck to their task 
and led at halftime 7 - 5. The forwards are starting to 
realise what their backs are capable of if they give them 
a platform to work from, and with Paddy and Angus 
tackling and mauling effectively Melbourne were 
awarded a scrum on the 10 metre line. We won our  
 

  
ball and got it out to Hutch who showed a clean pair of 
heels to score under the sticks, which Andreas converted. 
 

  
Some loose play after the kickoff saw Harlequins get the 
ball wide and after a couple of attempts got the ball over to 
score wide out. 

 
 
The second half saw Harlequins come out fired up, and 
their forwards were making great inroads through some 
close passing and driving play. The Northern Hemisphere 
Ref awarded Harlequins a clutch of penalties and they 
drove the ball over from short range near the posts and 
converted to lead 12 - 7. 
 
Melbourne looked gone. However, some good team play 
and concerted tackilng kept it tight. With a minute 
remaining, the forwards won a turnover on the halfway. 
From the scrum Will cleared the ball to Hutch, who broke a 
couple of tackles, got into the clear and managed to out last 
the chasers to score under the posts. A pressure 
conversion sealed a famous victory. 
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Special mention must go the new recruits, who are 
slowly finding their feet positionally, but are showing 
some great tackling skills when it counts. 
  
Now for lunch.... Spiros, the Hill of Grace 1998 should 
wash that steak down nicely. 
 
 
Under 10: 
 
All of the Melbourne U10s players were highly motivated 
as this was his last match before their coach's return to 
New Zealand. Despite a strong start by Southern 
Districts, Melbourne were the first to make their mark on 
the scoreboard. Finn's reliable strengths in both defence 
and attack were on clear display in his last match and 
he finished the game with tries on both halves. Tim and 
Aaron both showed the speed and persistence to get 
across the opposition line for tries.  
 
As usual, the backs were fed by reliable ball from the 
scrum with players like Pius regularly going into the 
breakdown and emerging with the ball. On several 
occasions Harrison stripped the ball from Southern 
District players and brushed off the defenders to move 
the ball down the field, on one occasion was rewarded 
with his own try. Southern Districts struggled to break 
through Melbourne's defence but kept at it and 
succeeded a couple of times. 
 
A number of players such as Jack, Fred and Sam had a 
chance to shine with impressive runs in space, each 
only just falling short of the line. Kate took the coach's 
award for her own elusive running. Jack took this week's 
trophy for best attacker and Oliver won the week's best 
defender trophy. The team and their parents would like 
to thank Kerry, Anna and Finn for their hard work and  
friendship over the season and we wish them well for  
 

  
their return to New Zealand. 
 
Players: Aaron(1), Campbell, Finn(2), Fred, George(1), 
Harrison(1), Jack, James, Kate, Millicent Oliver, Sam, 
Stephen, Tim (3), Vince] Final Score: Melbourne 7, 
Southern Districts 2  
 
 
Under 8Green: 
 
Melbourne Greens played against Moorabin last weekend 
in what turned out to be a very competitive game. The boys 
settled into their normally strong defence pattern early in 
the first half as the Moorabin team controlled the ball for 
large periods of time, running attack after attack at the 
Melbourne line. The situation bought out a new aspect in 
their game, the element of patience. They spent most of the 
first half without the ball defending their line against a team 
who made very few errors.  
 
Everyone contributed to the defensive effort maintaining 
both a fantastic defensive line and also keeping a great 
intensity at times pushing back the opposition in defence. 
Chrissy, Angus, Hugo and Ethan proved to be ferocious 
with their tagging pushing up on the Moorabin team to keep 
them out of try scoring range for much of the half. 
 
Meanwhile, the boys made the best of what little ball 
presented, putting Angus and Jack in for tries to get the 
scoring going and keep just ahead of the opposition up until 
half time. 
 
The game stepped up a gear in the second half  as the 
boys tried to break free from the opposition. Tom chipped in 
with some trademark aggressive running, setting up tries 
for Ben. Rupert and Hugh continued the good defensive 
effort with Chrissy who chased down opposition attackers 
all game. 
 
The game finally opened up in the last 10 minutes as Hugo 
made an amazing pass whilst diving into touch to keep the 
ball in play, inspiring the team to keep the ball alive. Ethan 
stepped up running the ball forward and passing through 
Angus to Jack to finish off a great team try. Chrissy, took 
the ball forward repeatedly to break the defense down, 
passing off to running support players. Hugh created 
opportunities with his jinking runs, moving the ball on to 
players running in support. Ben showed great patience on 
the wing, receiving wide ball and running strongly to finish 
off several more tries for the team. 
 
Overall, a great team effort. Full credit goes to the boys for 
a focussed effort in the face of strong competition. A very 
well deserved win to the Mighty Melbourne Greens! 
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Spectators 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

More Social Things 
 
·  September 6th:  3rd Presidents Lunch/10 year 

Premiers Reunion contact Robert Gash to arrange 
a table.  

 
·  October 3rd:  Presentation Night  7pm at QPO 

restaurant Kew.   
 
·  November 16th:  Golf Day, details to be advised.  
 
·  December 6th:  Christmas BBQ  1pm at clubhouse  
 
 
 

  

ASF Donations 
 

 
 
Yes it’s that time of year again and if you are 
looking for a tax effective way to help your club.  
WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!!   The Australian 
Sports Foundation Ltd (ASF) was established by 
the Australian Government to assist 
organisations to raise funds through public & 
corporate donations for the development of sport 
in Australia. Donations of $2 or more to the 
ASF are tax deductible .  ISN’T THAT GOOD 
NEWS? 
 
The Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club has a 
project setup with the ASF, so you can donate to 
your club and get a tax benefit.  Our current 
project is for the development for Romanis 
Reserve and it has already helped us build the 
lights.  Your donation will help us continue this 
development eg bore water.  
 
Download and fill out the form that on the 
website and send it to: 
 
Mail: P.O. Box 192, South Yarra, VIC, 3141 
F: 02 9024 4186 
E: trevor.hutchings@melbournerugby.com.au 
 

All forms need to be received and processed 
prior to June 30th to be eligible. 
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Order your merchandise online!!! 
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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