UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rughy Union Football Club

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #14 — 16" July 2009, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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President’s News

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

We keep getting better the longer the season
goes on. What another fantastic weekend of
rugby! A clean sweep against Box Hill last
weekend and now a clean sweep against
Quinns. The day started with a great lunch
with some of the stalwarts of the club, with
plenty of good food and wine. The guest
speaker was Greg Hoy, executive director of
the ABC's 7:30 Report, who had some great
stories to tell. During the luncheon a new
honour board was presented to the club.
Donated in the name of Doug Adam by his
partner, Irene. Toping this off with good wins
by the Seconds and Thirds.

After the lunch | was treated to a spirited
performance from the First who display great
determination to beat Quinns. The Firsts have
now climbed to fifth of the ladder. Keep up the
great work. All three divisions now have a
chance of making the finals.

This weekend we are at Boroondara, so
please get down and support the lads.

| hope to see you all on Saturday.
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Cheers,

This Weekend

Saturday 18 " July

Seniors

3:15pm: First Grade - Boroondara v Melbourne
1:30pm: Second Grade - Boroondara v Melbourne
12noon: Third Grade - Boroondara v Melbourne
9:00am: Under 12 - Boroondara v Melbourne

John Gardiner Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn East
(Melways 59 F3)

1:30pm: Colts - Northern v Melbourne

C.H. Sullivan Park,Blake Street, Reservoir (Melways 19
H9)

Juniors

9:00am Under 8 Melton v Melbourne Green
9:00am Under 8 Boroondara v Melbourne Gold
9:45am Under 10 Melbourne Blue v Boroo Black

10:30am Under 10 Melbourne Green V Footscray Blue

Melton RUC, McPherson Rec Reserve, Coburn’s Road,
Melton (Mel Ref: 330 G8)
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Round 12

11" July 2009

Firsts: Melbourne 15 Harlequins 10
Tries: George Linn, Tom Lucas
Goals: Aurelien Bouthier

Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier

Melbourne captain, Tom Lucas,
with the BottBolton trophy

11/07/2009%

Seconds: Melbourne 31 Harlequins 14

Tries: Tom McColl 2, Ben Jones, Travis Sutherland,
David Parkhill

Goals: Tom McColl 3

Losing Capey and Sterlo at the last minute saw Rowan
come in for Capey, Charlie to switch to hooker, Brian to
blind side and Trav to No8. With a gale of a breeze
behind us in the first half, it was hoped we could
establish a strong lead but Harlequins were there to play

. melbournerughy. com.au

hard ,no mistake football. They quickly scored and
converted, as we struggled to adapt to the conditions and
made too many mistakes. Trying to regain some
composure we launched a solid drive resulting in a try to
Tom which he converted and a 7-7 scoreline.

Our late changes to the forwards were making life difficult
for us , but it wasnt long before the continuity returned and
Hocks, Brian, Rowan and Morrissey took advantage of
some good ball by the loosies Roo and Charlie, creating
the space for the backs to start dominating. Tom had the
backline starting to fire and soon "twinkle toes" Parkhill
glided through for a great try, which Tom converted and a
14-7 halftime scoreline. | believedrunning into the wind
would be our advantage in the second half if we were able
to dominate in the forwards and control possession - we did
just that! Cruika was smashing them in the forwards and
our scrum and lineout again was dominant.

Working the 12 channel, Luti started to carve them up and
Gerdus, Ben, Dave and Eric ran off him well to put the
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support players into space, leading to further tries to

Tom, Trav and Ben Jones. Tom in both attack and particularly Derek, Rob Ivory & Kaz saw a turnover
defense was having a blinder and his setting up of his converted to a score and continued attacking saw new Dad,
supports was a feature of the game. Both Gibbo and Ollie Garside celebrate with a long range 2 yarder to take
Geriant continued their solid service around the rucks the game away from Harlequins and the threes take a hard
and to the backs and both were strong in defense. earned bonus point and a third win on the bounce.

A solid performance from all the boys in difficult Tries: Browny, Ollie, Rob & Kimani.

conditions. And another three grade winnning

performance for the club. Well done the firsts and the Conv: KC - 3.

thirds on their wins, with all of us keeping our finals
hopes alive! Congratulations to Tom McColl 3, Charlie
Cruikshank 2 and 1 Nick Morrissey 1 point.

Thirds: Melbourne 28 Harlequins 12

Tries: Tristram Sexton, Mike Brown, Ollie Garside, Rob
Ivory

Goals: Kiera Czarnota 3, Alex Ivory

It was a fired up starting XV that ran on to take on joint
table toppers Quins. With a specific game plan hatched
in the week, the Rowzies fielded a big back 5 in the
forwards to work them over coupled, with a leaner
meaner biting bench. After a few early nerves settled
some early structured attacking and phase play Browny
broke the Quins line 50 out and went under the sticks.
We knew they were a good side and they came back

well - the result was their 10, given too much time all first
half, going down the right hand side for a score. Another
score each way and Melbourne led 14-12 after having Cartoon Corner

played into a very strong wind. Credit to KC and his
sunshine boots to convert both tries.

AUnera]

The pack continued to work Quins and despite a series Directo.
of free kicks against us we defended just as hard.
Particular credit to B-rad and Rich Ferg at the front of the
line causing havoc with normally reliable 2 ball for Quins.

More pressure and some strong work from the bench,

UNICORN TALES - Page 3 of 5 — Issue No: 14 — Welcome to Season 2009




President’s Club

The President’s Club is a sub organization of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club and is heavily
patronised by the club stalwarts. The President’s Club
holds three (3) luncheons each season to coincide with
Club home games.

August 15 ™ — 3rd President's Club
Lunch Melbourne Vs

Southern Districts game
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