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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #15 – 23rd July 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s News 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
I said it last week and I’ll say it again – the 
longer the season goes on, the better we seem 
to get.  
 
We celebrate our 100 years on 1st August and 
it promises to be a massive day.  We kick off 
with a Junior Pathway Gala event; Thirty-two 
teams from 15 clubs will take part in games for 
three age groups. It will be an action packed 
morning with games commencing from 
8.30am.  Three senior games against the other 
100 year club Melbourne University continue 
the day with First Grade will be playing for a 
new perpetual trophy.  We will have catering 
kicking off with the Pathway gala event and 
concluding with the clubs annual Greek night 
(which has been bought forward from it’s 
original scheduled date) 
 
Not only is this a celebration for the rugby 
community in general, our 100 year celebration 
game but also it is vital for our chances of 
making the four in first grade, so come along 
and support all our mighty unicorns.  So make 
sure you put this day in your dairy! 
 
This weekend the colts are at home, with the 
rest of the senior teams having a bye. 
 

  
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 25 th July 
 
Seniors  
 
1:30pm: Colts  - Melbourne v Harlequins  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 
 
Firsts, Seconds and Thirds have a Bye  
 
Juniors 
 
9:00am: Under 12  - Harlequins v Melbourne  
 
Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60 H12) 
 
9:00am: Under 8  - Melbourne Green v Wyndham City 
9:45am: Under 10  - Melbourne Blue v Footscray Blue 
10:30am: Under 10  - Melbourne Green v Boroondara Red 
 
Under 8: Melbourne Gold have a bye  
 
Mossfiel Reserve, Heaths Rd, Hoppers Crossing (Melways 
206 F&G1) 
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Round 12 
 

18th July 2009  
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 25   Boroondara 12  
Tries: Ben Jones 2, Jarrod Magee, James Lew 
Goals: Aurelien Bouthier 
Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier  
 

 
 

 

  
 
Seconds: Melbourne 31   Boroondara 12 
Tries: Eric Fransella 2, Anthony Cape, David Whiteford, 
David Parkhill  
Goals: Tom McColl 3  
 
Another blustry wind would make conditions difficult against 
Boorandara. Some changes to our backline saw Ben Hibell 
move to twelve and Dave Whitford come on to the wing for 
his first game since damaging a shoulder. After a very 
scrappy first 10 minutes Eric weaved some magic and 
crossed for the first try. Boorandara hit straight back and 
scored through some feeble defense, with our forwards 
really struggling to get into the game. Limited possession 
came our way and we turned over too much ball, giving our 
backs limited opportunities.  
 

 
 
We failed to kick out of trouble from our own 22 line but  
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somehow held them out and against the run of play Eric 
again showed great speed to follow a clearance, gather 
the loose ball and score and Tom converted. We 
seemed to then realise we needed to control the game, 
settle the phases and let the backs do their stuff, with a 
great backline move through Geriant, Tom Ben, Eric and 
finishing with David Parkhill scoring and Tom converting 
for a 19- 5 halftime scoreline. Our forwards needed to lift 
their intensity in the second half and again led by Hocks 
they responded. Roo,Trav and Charlie started to 
dominate the loose ball and Sterlo, Capey and Rowan, 
who replaced an injured Morrissey, started to find 
spaces in the opposition defense.  
 

 
 
A sustained period of pressure led to a try to Dave 
Whitford out wide, but the game started to deteriorate 
from here. Boorandara resorted to foul play and 
undiciplined behaviour, unsettling us and leading to a try 
to Boorandara that should never have been scored. As 
the niggle continued we again kept our composure and 
'try machine' Capey barged over and Tom converted. 
The game ended soon after as Boorandara resorted to 
Gutter tactics and the referee blew an early final whistle. 
Final scoreline 31- 12 and another gutsy, yet 
unconvincing win to us. Congratulation to Hocks 3, Eric 
2 and Ben Hibell 1 point. 
 

 
�

  
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 14   Boroondara 17 
Tries: Soni Koroi, Grant Forsyth  
Goals: Kiera Czarnota, Gerard Moore Jnr  
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Colts:  Melbourne 45 Northern 0 
 
 
 
Under 12:  Melbourne 81   Boroondara 0  
Tries: Matt Dudgeon 5, Dylan Faamausili (Bob) 4, Felix 
Dunphy 2,Sam Beagley 2, Aaron Booth tries 
Goals: Will Bracegirdle (Bracey) 3 
 
With the school holidays now over, fielding a full team 
again was a vain hope for the coach.  Our fly-half is still 
Ouzo tasting, the left winger has decided skiing is a 
better option and a stomach virus has now taken over 
from the swine flu. 
 
Thirteen intrepid Unicorns and a small band of 
dedicated followers made the trek across the Monash 
freeway to be met with the news that Boroondara were 
worse off than us and the VRU appointed referee had 
decided to pull out at 8.30 am.  Playing an under 
manned opposition might have been the best thing, as 
the structure and team work that had been developed 
before the school holidays went missing, and white line 
fever set in. 
 
Although we ran in six tries in the first half, we bombed 
four simply by not passing to unmarked men on the 
outside.  Our ball security was also second rate, with 
Boroondara securing a number of turnovers from 
contested tackles. 
 
Halftime: Melbourne 32 Boroondara 0 
 
Things improved in the second half, with Matt Dudgeon 
and Sam being on the spot to collect passes at the right 
times.  Our ball security improved and the teamwork 
improved with runners looking to unload before they 
went to ground. 
 
Bracey picked a good match to leave his kicking boots 
at home. 
 
A big game approaches against Harlequins, where we 
will need a much improved performance to be 
competitive. 
 
 
 
Under 10 Green: 
 
We travelled out to the “Monte Carlo of the West” – 
MELTON on Saturday morning and while a cold swirling 
breeze did its best to keep brass monkeys away, our 
Under10 Green’s strode confidently onto the pitch  to 

  
face a well fancied Footscray side. 
 
It didn’t take long, 45 seconds to be precise, for their 
Blondie haired winger to race through our defense and 
score the opening try. Our defense quickly composed itself 
and with Stephen Wylie, Fred Langley and Angus McIndoe 
getting into their stride with some great defensive tackling. 
 
With Pius Bonjuis, Hamish McIlroy and Chrissy Webster 
backing up from the Blue squad, they also had to get into 
defensive tackling mode and slowly began to put some 
attacking pressure on the well drilled Footscray team. We 
have played Footscray 4 or 5 times this season already and 
continue to learn from them with their speed of passing, 
cleaning out the ball from the ruck & direct running at 
defensive lines & thus not running away from your 
supporting team mates. 
 
Following Matt O’Brien’s inspiring halftime coaches speech, 
(Matt, you should have been in Auckland with the 
Wallabies!!) the second half saw great performances from 
Russell Grimwade, Campbell Jones, Ethan O’Brien, Jack 
Stapleton, William Elwood and Player of the Day Oscar 
Estella. Given his stature, Oscar displayed amazing 
courage in the tackle, getting the ball away form the base of 
the rucks and tackling those big forwards, even if it was by 
the bootlaces & ankles. Great stuff Oscar. 
 
As the pictures show below Proud Dads with their Sons, 
The Estella’s Best Player & The McIndoe’s Best Attacking 
Player.  

 
 
Fred Langley was awarded the Best Defender, but missed 
the photo opp!! Next Time Fred. 
 
 
Under 10 Blue: 
 
The Blues were taking a while to warm up against 
Boorondara; however with Kate and Stephen leading the  
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way in great tackles; it was not long before we began to 
see fantastic display of rugby. In-fact this match was by 
far the best from the Blues. Jack was causing turnovers, 
then some quick and accurate passing from Pius to 
Hamish onto Chrissy ending up with Anton for some 
good straight running to gain valuable ground. The 
Blues first try came from a good long pass from Pius to 
Hamish who passed it onto Anton who put on the after 
burners and cut across the field and up the left wing to 
score in the corner. 
 

 
 
With encouragement and further instruction from Coach 
Simon at half time, the team went into the second half 
fired up and on their game. James and Owen continued 
to cover valuable ground giving room for Pius, Hamish 
and Ben to master the set up of the next 5 tries. Ben 
showed great support runs alongside Anton who scored 
3 tries in total.  The try of the match was scored by 
Campbell who made a straight run down the side line all 
the way from the score line of the opposition. This try 
was masterminded by Owen who tackled and stopped a 
certain Boorondara try that was so close to the line.   
 

 
 
Then Pius came in to support and racked the ball away 
to do a quick pass to Anton who in turn did a long pass  
 

  
to Campbell. So from a certain try to Boorondara to a try to 
the Blues instead, there is no doubt that our boys and girls 
are really displaying excellent skills in rugby and playing as 
a team. 
 
In the end, the total score was 8 tries to the Melbourne 
Blues to 10 Boorondara Black. This was our closest score 
in the season so far to congratulations to the Melbourne 
Blues U10 for such a great performance. 
 
Overall team player – Kate. Best attacking player – Anton. 
Best defensive player – Stephen. 
 
 
Under 8 Green: 
 
Saturday saw the under 8 Greens make the long drive out 
to a sunny, but freeeeeeeeeeezing Melton to take on 
Melton in what turned out to be definitely their best game to 
date. Following a (very much needed, given the prevailing 
conditions) warmup of star jumps, push ups and wind 
sprints under the watchful eye of coach Fergus, the boys 
took to the field looking fighting fit and in very good form - 
and then proceeded to show how much their skills, team 
work and understanding of the game have developed this 
season. Well done!  
 

 
 
All of the boys played a game to be proud of - staying in 
position, spreading out, and creating space to get their 
teammates through the gaps and over the line.   As usual 
some great tries were scored - starting with team captain, 
Oscar, showing great individual speed to get over the line 
mere seconds into the game.  Bud, Lachlan and Laughlin 
also made some driving attacking plays with some storming 
runs across the field or down the line, while Nicholas and 
Tom wrong-footed Melton's defense by ducking and 
weaving into space. The team also put together some great  
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team tries, that demonstrated both the boys' passing 
and catching skills and their improving ability to read the 
play and support their teammates. Hugo and Max 
showed their improving passing skills moving the ball 
well and looking for their teammates to pass the ball 
before they were tagged, while Rupert and Calum got in 
good position to capitalise on some great passing and 
keep the forward momentum.  
 

 
 
As their confidence grows, the boys were also trying to 
include longer cut-out passes in general play which 
opened up holes in Melton's defense and resulted in 
some great tries. The boys are always very enthusiastic 
practicing their defensive skills at training and have 
been working hard on channelling this energy in the 
game -  this was shown to great effect on the field with 
all the boys putting in to shut down Melton's attack. 
Indeed, one of the best features of the boys' game is 
that they always try their hardest - and win, lose or draw 
and rain, hail, or wind always come up smiling! 
 
 
 

New Sponsor 
 
As we announced recently the club has entered into a 
significant sponsorship arrangement with The Local.  
The Local, established in 2003 is a traditional British 
style pub. Located in the heart of Port Melbourne, The 
Local offers a great atmosphere with fantastic food and 
beverage, value for money and fully equipped function 
spaces to suit any occasion.   The Local features an 
extensive Beer, Wine and Spirit list and prides itself on 
excellent customer service, with a personal touch you 
would expect from your local hotel. 
 

  
Sports and Entertainment are The Locals specialty, with 
live sports of the big screens, music every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday nights as well as Poker and Trivia nights every 
Wednesday.   They can also cater for all kinds of functions, 
with a great, relaxing functions space with a full “pub” bar, 
dance floor & private balcony & smoking area.  Whether it 
be a 21st birthday or corporate functions, The Local has 
dynamic and flexible spaces to cater for any size or event.  
 

 
 
As part of our sponsorship arrangement we have loyalty 
cards available, which when you present when purchasing 
at The Local will be swiped.  Our collective spend is tracked 
and we will be eligible for rebates when certain spending 
levels have been attained.  So if you are going out for 
drinks, dinner or organising a function think about 
supporting The Local as you will be contributing to the club 
as well 
 
 
 

Cartoon Corner 
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