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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #16 – 30th July 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s News 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
Last weekend the Colts overcome our 
traditional rivals Harlequins to rise to the top of 
the ladder.  Quinns beat us narrowly in the first 
round and this game highlights our progress 
for the season. 
  
This weekend we celebrate our 100 years and 
it promises to be a massive day.   
 
We kick off with a Junior Pathway Gala event; 
Thirty-two teams from 15 clubs will take part in 
games for three age groups. It will be an action 
packed morning with games commencing from 
8.30am. 
 
Three senior games against the other 100 year 
club Melbourne University continue the day 
with First Grade will be playing for a new 
perpetual trophy.  
 
It's on again, Aussie George and Yakkas 
legendary Greek Night, a perfect way to end 
our centenary day. The night starts 
immediately after Centenary Day presentations 
at the Clubhouse.  No need to RSVP, just 
show up and buy a drink and Souvalaki. 
 
Not only is this a celebration for the rugby 

  
community in general, our 100 year celebration  
game but also it is vital for our chances of making 
the four in first grade, so come along and support 
all our mighty unicorns. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 1 st August 
 
Juniors 
 
8:30am: Under 8  Green - Melbourne v Box Hill 
8:30am: Under 10  Green - Melbourne v Box Hill 
10:00am: Under 8  Gold - Melbourne v Southern Districts 
10:00am: Under Green 8  - Endeavour Hills v Melbourne  
10:45am: Under 10 Blue  - Melbourne v Endeavour Hills 
12:15pm: Under 12  - Melbourne v Maroondah 
 
Seniors  
 
12noon: Thirds  - Melbourne v University 
1:30pm: Colts  - Melbourne v University 
1:30pm: Seconds  - Melbourne v University 
3:10pm: Firsts  - Melbourne v University  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 
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Round 14 
 

25th July 2009  
 
Colts:  Melbourne 29   Harlequins 7  
Tries: Tom Steele 2, Ben Stokes, Chris Ling, Paul 
Rowlinson 
Goals: Paul McConnache 2  
 
The first league game of the season, way back at the 
beginning of May, saw Harlequins beat us in a close 
encounter where they came on the pitch firing took us 
out of our stride and did enough to hang on. Since then 
we have eagerly awaited the return fixture to see 
whether we could exact our revenge and also to see by 
how much we had grown as a team. Saturday showed 
we could we had the desire and that we have matured 
as a side. 
 
Both training sessions this week had a focused edge to 
them not only was this a chance to avenge one of our 
only two defeats but also it was the start of the run in to 
the finals and gave us a chance to measure ourselves 
against a team that is also likely to be in the mix. Pre 
match in the changing room there was a feeling of quiet 
confidence, the warm up had gone well, we had less 
injuries than usual and the players seemed eager to 
start and get the challenge underway. 
 
Kick off arrived on this bright chilly day but, as there has 
been for the last few matches at Orrong Road, there 
was a strong Southerly which was going to effect play. 
There was good support for both teams on the touchline 
and the first 10 minutes were played with a high degree 
of intensity by both teams but this was overshadowed by 
the handling mistakes of both teams as they tried to 
force the plays. What we ended up with was Melbourne 
dominating the ball, if not the territory, but having 
countless scrums in a stop start affair. As the half wore 
on Melbourne gained more position and plenty of 
possession but they could only come away with a 
solitary score from some individual brilliance from full 
back Ben Stokes, on his return to the team following 
extended holiday. The Harlequins defence was robust 
and resolute, even if they were lacking in opportunity, 
and Melbourne had failed to execute good enough 
tactical kicking to give the position they needed to 
convert pressure to points. The half time whistle arrived 
and it looked as if Melbourne had blown the advantage 
of the wind, the teams turned around 5 to nil. 
 
 

  
The second half started, as would be expected, with the 
Melbourne forwards dominating but tactical kicking from the 
Harlequins relieving pressure and gaining position. This did 
not last however as the Melbourne pack seemed to lift and 
gave their opponents a torrid time at scrum, lineout and 
maul. Forages deep into Quins territory by the rampant 
pack occurred time and again lead by Lachy Fenton, Pat 
Swan, Will Chalmers and Max Burrows. The Quins defence 
was creaking and it was only a question of time before the 
scores started. 
 
Pressure from the forwards brought two tries for scrum half, 
and marshal of the donkeys, Tom “red” Steele one from 
Lachy Fenton’s charge down the other from a great mazy 
run from the back of a ruck. In the backs Chris Ling gave 
his usual crowd pleasing display with long evasive runs 
beating numerous defenders setting up a try for wing Paul 
Rowlinson and grabbing one for himself. 
 
Quins got a well worked consolation to blot the Melbourne 
copy book and they never gave up tackling or trying to take 
the game to their opponents but in the end the score could 
have been worse for them if Melbourne’s tactics had been 
better executed in the first half. There were many 
outstanding performances for Melbourne from Sandy 
Buchanan in leading the backs defence, great 
scrummaging from all the front row and great running game 
from Pat Swan at number 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More please next week against Uni another must win 
encounter!!! 
 
Player Points 
1 Point Chris Ling 
2 Points Max Burrows 
3 Points Pat Swan 
 
 
 

 

The 
Ladder 

Eltham  

**MMeellbboouurrnnee**  

Harlequins 

Southern Dist 

Melb University 

Northern 

Boroondara 
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Under 12:  Melbourne 15   Harlequins 10  
Tries: Dylan Faamausili, Henry Hutchison, Tim Davis   
 
Again we were short on numbers, and arrived at 
Harlequins with only 13 players, with Henry making 
himself available, after playing for St Kev’s first thing in 
the morning, for the second half. Harlequins lent us two 
players and away we went.   was easy to see from the 
kick off that this was not going to be and easy affair. The 
intensity of the contests was easily the best the boys 
had encountered this year. 
 
Some standout tackling in the tight by Matt Dudgeon, 
ably supported by Matt Nichol and Will Travers were 
keeping the Harlequins attacks in check. 
 
With possession coming our way the boys kept great 
structure and the backs worked the ball into the 
Harlequins 22, with some great bursts by Bob, and pick 
and drive from Felix. From a break down the ball was 
moved wide and Tim Davis showed determination to 
cross in the corner for a great try. 
 
Harlequins then had a great deal of the ball and 
eventually weight of numbers and a couple of tired 
defenders fell off tackles to let them in.  From the kick off 
Melbourne drove into the Quins 22, and a number of 
attempts to get over the line fell just short. A bit of white 
line fever crept in, but we were unlucky on the stroke of 
half time to have Tim get over the line near the posts to 
be held up.  Halftime: 5 all 
 
After the break Harlequins were fired up and lifted to 
work the ball into our 22. A scrum in midfield, with their 
backs stacked to the right, caught us napping. The 
Quins’ flyhalf took off to the short side, found some 
support from his loose forwards, and they were over for 
a 10-5 lead. 
 
With Hutch arriving from his mad dash down 
Dandenong Road, we relieved the pressure. Bracey 
moved back into halfback, and the forwards lifted. Tim 
Davis made a strong run down the near touch line and 
the forwards arrived in numbers. Harlequins infringed 
and we took a quick tap, got the ball to Hutch, who beat 
a number of defenders to score. Bracey left his kicking 
boots back at Boroondara, and was unable to convert. 
10 all. 
 
A strong drive by the forwards from the kick off got us in 
to the Quins half, the ball was passed wide by the backs 
to Bob, who, after making some great runs in the first 
half,  decided to stay wide and went around the defence 
to score wide out. A missed conversion and the score  
�

  
was 15-10. 
 
Harlequins made some frenzied attacks from the kick off, 
with the Melbourne line under siege for the final ten 
minutes. The defence was impregnable, with the ball being 
forced back continually and then Quins driving it back to 
within a metre of the line. 
 
The final whistle went after yet another attack was repelled. 
The boys commitment in defence was amazing with the 
whole team contributing.  
 
 
Under 10 Blue:  
 
We ventured out to Wyndenham City to take on the 
rampant Footscray. Coming off our best game of the 
season last week, we were confident of putting up a good 
contest; however we were on the back foot from kick off. 
Footscray scored a few quick tries before Melbourne 
defense stood up to the task with Anton and Owen putting 
in some great tackles and Ben and Hamish coming in to 
back them up and push the Footscray team back. The 
Blues defended greatly right on our line stopping Footscray 
time and time again. 
 
Stirring tactical words from coach Simon seemed to have 
an effect on the team as Campbell displayed with a great 
running tackle to stop the Footscray player before running 
him out over the side line. The Blues defense and tackling 
picked up, as Pius threw himself into tackles and stopping 
the Footscray attacks and causing turn overs. This allowed 
the Blues to set up some attacks of our own through 
James, Chrissy and Owen stringing a few passes together 
and bringing Anton, Millie and Hamish into the game with 
some great runs to take the ball up to the opposition side. 
Mille had been stand out in her attacking and her 
perseverance was paid off when she scored our try of the 
day. It was a quick restart by Hamish that initiated this try. 
Then a long pass to Millie who bursted and ran straight into 
two Footscray players,  showing a great fend off before 
sprinting to the left corner in spite of a desperate Footscray 
tackle right on the line. 
 
The team play and cohesion from last week was missing 
from the Blues this week but there were glimpses of it 
promising the best game yet to come. 
 
Overall team player – Owen.  Best attacking player – Millie. 
Best tackler player – Pius. 
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Under 8 Green:  
 
With injury, illness and interstate travel keeping three 
boys on the sideline, the Under 8 Greens took to the 
paddock to take on Wyndham perhaps lacking in 
numbers, but clearly not lacking in enthusiasm.  The 
result was another great game and an excellent hit-out 
before the big double header at this week's Gala Day.   
 
In attack, the boys always play hard and fast - providing 
for some great breaks and rampaging runs. Team 
captain Lachlan, got amongst it from the start with some 
great running (and a touch of white line fever) to get 
over the line early for the first of, what was to become, a 
handful of tries. Tom and Oscar also demonstrated their 
speed and their ducking and weaving skills to catch 
Wyndham's defence off balance, move forward and get 
over the line.  While there were some great individual 
efforts, it is fabulous to see the boys trying more and 
more to work as a team - holding their position, looking 
for support rather than going it alone and drawing the 
defence then passing the ball prior to being tagged. On 
this, Bud and Laughlin played with particular focus and 
intensity, passing accurately and catching cleanly to set 
up some great team tries.  Well done!  
 
In the second half, the boys really got into the swing of 
things keeping the tries coming, but also cranking up 
their effort in defence, closing the gaps and shutting 
down Wyndham's attacking players. While all boys 
worked hard, special mentions go to Calum who made 
some strong two-handed tags in heavy traffic and Max 
who never gave up chasing down a Wyndham player 
just short of the line to stop a certain try.  
 
All in all a great game! Well done boys - and thanks to 
Bernie and Paul for keeping them on the straight and 
narrow! 
 
 
 

Sponsor Profile 
 
Red Mercury is a specialist Business to Business 
telecommunications sales company, established in early 
2006 as an operating small business channel for 
Vodafone.  As a partner of Vodafone, Red Mercury is 
working to rapidly grow market share with the full 
support of Vodafone in the Small and Medium 
Enterprise and small corporate segments.   
 
 

  
Red Mercury has a 50 strong sales team whose job it is to 
personally visit and provide service to our clients in all 
eastern and southern states. 

 
We understand that our clients don't want to be pestered, 
and they want to be serviced by someone who genuinely 
cares about their business and is willing to take the time to 
visit them, listen and advise on the best, most useful and 
cost effective mobile telecommunications solution for their 
business.  
 
Call us on 1800 637 818 
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Cartoon Corner 
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Coaches jacket  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$80.00 

 

100 Year Polo  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

100 Year Tie Beanie   
$60.00 

 

First Grade Jersey 
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$85.00 

 

100 Year Club 
Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$25.00 

 

Club Grade Jersey 
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$85.00 

 

Drill Top  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$65.00 

 

Club Tracksuit  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$80.00 

 

Warm Up Top  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$45.00 
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