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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #17 — 6" August 2009, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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President’s News

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

What a big day last Saturday at the club. | got
to the grounds about 7am and it was an action
packed day from there. | started by watching
the juniors display some fancy footwork and
great team spirit. Despite a few incidents it
was a very success Junior Pathways event,
with 15 clubs competing.

This was followed by some good senior rugby
against University. The Thirds had a strong
game running in three trys. The Seconds were
unlucky — Uni started well but the guys came
back in the second half to share the points.

The Firsts were subjected to some very strong
defence and aggression at the breakdown.
We showed some flashes of great rugby when
the ball was in the back line. The backs
making some good breaks down the line.
However, we gave away possession far too
many times to come away with the points.
Great effort lads.

The day was topped of by the now famous
Aussie George and Yakkas Greek Night.

I hope to see you all on Saturday.
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Cheers,

This Weekend

Saturday 8 " August

Seniors

3:10pm: Firsts - Footscray v Melbourne
1:30pm: Seconds - Wyndham City v Melbourne
12noon: Thirds - Footscray v Melbourne

Mossfiel Reserve, Heaths Rd, Hoppers Crossing (Melways
206 F&G1)

1:30pm: Colts - Eltham v Melbourne

Bridge St, Eltham (Melways 21 J6)

Juniors

9:00am: Under 12 - Endeavour Hills White v Melbourne

Frog Hollow Reserve, James Cook Drive, Endeavour Hills
(Melways 91 HB8)

9:00am: Under 8 Gold - Melbourne v Wyndham City
9:45am: Under 10 Green - Melbourne v Melton
10:30am: Under 10 Blue — Melbourne v Boroondara

Langshaw Reserve, Fifth Av, Altona North (Melways 55 B1)
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Round 15

1% August 2009

Firsts: Melbourne 17 University 27
Tries: Brian Roberts 2, James Lew
Goals: Ben Jones

Seconds: Melbourne 18 University 18
Tries: Andy Castleman 2

Goals: Eric Fransella

Penalties: Eric Fransella 2

With Uni being one of the teams we hadn’t beaten this
year, a close match was expected. They would be well
drilled and coming off a big win last week, would be full of
confidence. A good start was needed, but instead, within 30
seconds from the kick off Uni scored when we failed to read
their blind side play and they scooted in for a try and a 5-0
lead. Shell shocked we rallied and the forwards started to
control possession, but our backline, with many positional
changes, struggled to capitalise on some good ball the
forwards presented them. Two penalties goals to Eric kept
us in the game but it wasn't our best half of football. A 6-5
scoreline flattered our performance.

The second half started well and the backline started to
function as it should have, with Andy Castleman finishing
off a good string of phases by Luti, Ben and Eric to score.
Our loose forwards Trav, Roo and Bowler then started to
dominate the loose and Morrissey, Hocks, Stirlo and Capey
were able to make valuable yardage. Trav in particular
played hard over the ball and gave us strong forward
momentum. Cruika started to find holes, providing the
platform for some hard straight running by Luti, Ben and
then Axe. Against the run of play Uni again slipped down
the blindside from 50 metres out and their winger chipped
over our heads and scored in the corner making it 11- 10.
Uni then applied new pressure and were rewarded with a
penalty for a 13-10 lead. In patches we played well but
mistakes were Killing us! Fresh legs of JK, Axe, Tris and
Derek gave us a lift and we bounced back with another try
to Andy, who took on the defense, backed himself and
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showed us what we all know he is capable of.Eric
converted and we lead 18-13 with a win in our sights.
But we again fell asleep when we thought we had it won
and Uni again ran the blind to score in the corner, and
luckily for us missed the conversion to make it 18-18 all .
Somehow the referee then blew full time with a full 5
minutes left and we all left with that empty feeling a draw
leaves you with. Not the result we wanted but better
getting some points than none!

Congratulations to Trav 3, Ben Hibbell 2
and Morrissey 1 point.

Thirds: Melbourne 17 University 5
Tries: Ollie Garside, Mike Brown, Jason Taylor
Goals: Kiera Czarnota

Colts: Melbourne 10 University 19
Tries: Toby Johnston, Ben stokes

UNICORN TALES - Page 3 of 8 — Issue No: 17 — Weledim Season 2009




UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club

Under 12: Melbourne 46 Maroondah O

Tries: Dylan Faamausili (Bob) 4, Matt Dudgeon 3, Aaron
Booth, James Georges

Goals: Will Bracegirdle, Andreas Livadaras 2

The top of the table clash!

The last match of the very successful Gala Day in front of
a large and vocal crowd. The boys were cheered onto the
field by the Under 10’s and Under 8's, and when the
whistle blew got stuck right into a bigger opposition.

The forwards put on early pressure with Felix and Matt
making some great charges, but poor ball security let the
opposition keep us at bay. After five minutes the ball
spilled to the blind side and was cleared to Matt Dudgeon
who showed great pace for a lock to score wide out.
From the kick off, Tim Davis made a great run down the
left wing, and the ball was recycled to the familiar sight of
Dylan (Bob) out pacing the opposition to cross again. 10
—nil.

v.melbournerugby. com.au

The forwards were tackling their hearts out and keeping
the pressure on the vaunted Maroondah pack, getting right
on top and securing great ball for the backs to exploit.
Some great runs from Tim Davis again, Andreas (first
game back from the Ouzo tasting tour) and Dylan, great
tackling at fullback by James Georges led to further tries to
Matt Dudgeon and James Georges.

Some great pressure on half time and Will B darted the
blind side from a 5 metre scrum but dropped the ball going
over in the tackle.

Halftime: 24 nil

After the break Marrondah were fired up and we relaxed.
That drop in intensity let them in for a soft try in the corner.
But that was what we needed, and led by Matt Dudgeon,
the forwards resumed their dominance.

Dylan made some great runs down the right wing, scoring
3 tries and narrowly missing another. Aaron Booth was
rewarded for a great game, crashing through the
Maroondah lineout to score on the final whistle.
A comprehensive win over a bigger opposition.

A great team effort puts the boys on top of the ladder, and
a semi final spot assured.

Under 10 Blue:

Overall team player — Chris Webster. Best attacking
player — Ben. Best defensive player — Hamish.
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Owen, James, Kate and Millie were outstanding in their
tackles whilst Anton and Angus made some near try
runs. Pius scored the only try of the match for
Melbourne coming from a long pass from Millie.

Under 8 Green:

Saturday saw the Under 8 Greens facing a tough
assignment - firstly taking on an in-form Box Hill, and then
backing up for a second go against a strong and fast
Endeavour Hills. And, as usual, the boys came through
with the goods!

The game against Box Hill was a very even-matched affair
- with both teams' excellent defence making tries hard to
come by. But when a chance arose, the boys worked hard
to capitalise on it to gain ground and get across the line.
There was some great running - with Bud and Max going
hard and straight up the middle, Tommy and Lachlan
breaking away to get out wide and across the paddock and
Oscar showing some great sidestepping to wrong-foot Box
Hill's defenders. There was also some excellent passing
and catching - with Nicholas and Hugo doing well to get the
ball out into space by looking for options in support and
offloading the ball before being tagged, as well as always
catching cleanly. The boys also worked hard to keep Box
Hill's attack at bay, with Calum getting up and amongst it
from the start, covering lots of ground and tagging
aggressively, and Laughlin showing his commitment and
drive to come back from injury to continue to commit
himself in defence making strong tags. A real highlight,
however, was how the boys are really trying to bring
structure into their game - listening to coach Greg as he
herded them up on attack and back in defence, staying in
position, and supporting their team mates - which in turn
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makes for some great rugby. Laughlin, Tommy and Lachlan ran hard and fast when the
opportunity arose. The boys also tried hard in defence,
especially Nicholas, Max and Calum who made some great
two handed tags. However, coming up to the half time
break, the boys' energy and enthusiasm seemed to have
drained away. Perhaps they had just run out of steam - or
maybe the delicious smell of the egg and bacon rolls meant
their minds were elsewhere. But after rousing reminder of
the mighty unicorn spirit (and that a second round of lolly
snakes were still up for grabs) from Coach Paul and Scot
the boys returned to the paddock with a renewed spring in
their step. They were down, but far from out! The second
half saw glimpses of what makes the Greens great - strong,
coordinated team work, some fabulous individual efforts
and and the ongoing the enthusiasm of our junior coaches,
referees and sideline supporters - and was a fitting end to
the Greens' gala day campaign!

Cartoon Corner

The match  against
Endeavour Hills proved
to be a tougher

encounter - with the
boys having to dig deep
to get through

Endeavour Hills' water
tight defence and shut
down its well-drilled
attacking line. Full credit
to the boys for giving it
their best! Again, tries
were hard to come by -
although the boys put
together some great
attacking plays where
they gained and retained
possession, stayed in
their line and worked
hard to pass the ball
around.

Special mentions to Bud,
Hugo and Oscar whose
safe hands, quick
thinking and  quicker
passing were a stand
out. And as always,
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Order your merchandise online!!!

Coaches jacket
Sizes: S — 3XL

$80.00

100 Year Polo
Sizes: S — 3XL

$35.00

First Grade Jersey

100 Year Tie Beanie Sizes: S - 3XL
$60.00

$85.00
100 Year Club Club Grade Jersey
Baseball Cap Sizes: S - 3XL
One size fits all

85.00

$25.00 $
Drill Top Club Tracksuit
Sizes: S - 3XL Sizes: S - 3XL
$65.00 $80.00
Warm Up Top
Sizes: S — 3XL
$45.00
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