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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #20 — 27" August 2009, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

Head Coach Report

Finals Rugby 2009

As a club, | think we can stop, reflect and be very proud
of what we have managed to
achieve this season. For me the
style of play and quality of rugby
we have been able to
consistently produce throughout
the club has been a real triumph.
In all senior grades, players and
coaches have an attitude to play
attacking rugby, really front up to
the opposition and chip in as a
team. While the next couple of
weeks will define whether we

can turn a good season into a great one, we would be
remiss not to acknowledge how far we've come.

The centenary year not only triggered a number
celebration around the club, it was also the catalyst for
focusing on strengthen the player base and improving
operations. Melbourne has enjoyed a resurgence this
season with three of the four senior teams participating
in the finals (...and the 3" Grade narrowly missing out;
finishing 5"‘). Some solid leadership from the committee,
early appointment of coaches, a good off-season
program and some targeted recruiting has delivered
results on and off the field for the club.

To their credit, our players have been prepared to do the
work hard to secure a spot in the team and contribute to
the team’s performance. We are fortunate to have a
dedicated and passionate group that have worked hard
all season to demand a spot in the top 4 and have a
genuine crack at a flag. Many of these guys will have
that very opportunity over the next 3 weeks.
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Teams have been in good hands with a strong coaching
and management team in 2009. All senior sides had at
least two coaches and a manager in place prior to the pre-
season starting - the open, positive and honest
communication between the coaches and teams has been
superb all season.

We have also enjoyed unwavering support from the club’s
die-hard supporters. The presidents club members, wives
and girlfriends and sponsors have provided an enormous
amount of financial and verbal support for the teams as well
as keeping the clubrooms full and providing a vibrant and
fun atmosphere.

This improved performance has been made possible
because of the contribution of our club executives and
committee working behind the scenes to ensure players
and coaches have an environment that lets them be at their
best.

Perhaps most importantly, the season so far has been a
very enjoyable one for everyone, players, coaches,
managers, administrators and supporters. The club spirit is
stronger than ever and values of mateship and humour are
alive and well.

Now we have the reflection out of the way, we can focus on
the challenge ahead. Final's rugby is more intense,
demands unrelenting focus and is the reason many of us
are involved.

Best of luck to all the club members taking part in the
preliminary finals this week and thanks to those that have
made it possible - | look forward to seeing all of our
supporters cheering on some historic Unicorn victories this
Saturday.
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This Weekend

Saturday 29 ™ August — Semi-finals

3:10pm First Grade: Power House v Melbourne
1:30pm Second Grade: Wyndham City v Melbourne
12noon Colts: Melbourne v Eltham

Grounds 14 & 15, Aughtie Drive, Albert Park (Melways
57 J6 or 2K G12)

Under 12: Melbourne v Eltham

Maroondah RUC, Griff Hunt Reserve, Lyons Rd North
Croydon Mel Ref: 37 B7

Round 18

22" August 2009

Firsts: Melbourne 23 Power House 20
Tries: James Lew, Mike Gibson

Goals: Aurelien Bouthier 2

Penalties: Aurelien Bouthier 2, Ben Jones

The first grade competition had effectively split into 3
groups; 3 teams that had made the finals (Box Hill,
Moorabbin & Powerhouse), 3 teams that were out (Sthrn
Districts, Boroondara & Footscray) and 3 teams
contesting the 4th spot (Harlequins, Melb Uni &
Melbourne). Interestingly the teams bidding for a finals
birth were all playing one of the top 3 sides. We had
drawn Powerhouse at Powerhouse, the 2008
champions.

.melbournerugby. com.au

With a strong wind at their backs Melbourne started well,
until Rai Ghiri’'s kick at a ball along the ground was ruled as
an attempted leg trip and he was yellow carded within 24
seconds of the kick off. This did not upset the Melbourne
outfit and they continued to pressure the Powerhouse
attack. A blindside move from an attacking scrum, than Neil
Walsh hit a hole in the defence from blindside wing, inside
Aureilen at flyhalf. While Neil split the defence he was
tackled just before the line, a quick recycle sent James Lew
scampering over for the first try of the game. Aurelien
converted by bouncing the ball off the upright and over.
Moments later another Melbourne attacking phase of play
was rewarded with a penalty in front of the posts, Aurelien
ensuring a 10 nil lead to Melbourne.

Powerhouse struck back rapidly winning the ball from the
kick off and making a big line break through some lazy
defence from the Unicorns. James Slattery mowed the
fullback down, got to his feet and yanked at the ball a
number of times but the penalty was awarded to the home
side and converted to close the gap to 10 — 3. Both teams
were countering intense phases of attack with well
structured and dedicated defence, until one missed tackle
put Powerhouse through a gap, a quick ruck and a
mismatch was found by their flyhalf putting their fullback
into space and ultimately under the posts to level the score.

Melbourne remained composed and continued to apply
pressure and were rewarded with another try when Ben
Jones counter attacked a clearing kick, finding support the
ball was moved to George Linn who broke a tackle
stepping in rare space between defenders. After being
tackled he laid the ball back quickly for Gibbo to chip
through, recover the rebound off the base of the goal post
to score under the sticks. The try was converted and
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followed with another successful penalty to put
Melbourne up 20 to 10 at halftime.

Powerhouse responded almost immediately in the
seconded half dominating possession. A series of one
off runners and pick & goes resulted in a try to the
Powerhouse prop who had been making his presence
felt at the breakdown. A conversion and penalty not long
after once again had the scores all tied up at 20 each.
The game largely turned into an arm wrestle for
possession and territory with neither side really
establishing any ascendency. Tom Lucas lead from the
front, assisted by Scott Graham and Elliott Bull in the
frontrow and a good 8 man shove, Melbourne destroyed
every Powerhouse scrum. The bruising encounter was
taking its toll as a number of substitutions were made;
seeing, Lotu Autia, Bobby Windle, Jonny Kastelan and
Jackson Hill take the field and make an immediate
impact.

4 "?Ji'— L

Powerhouse had played a very tight game attacking
close to the breakdown or crashing in midfield, when
they decided throw it wide, a handling error had Jarrod
Magee swoop on the ball and get dragged down hot on
attack, some scrappy rucks were paused with a penalty
awarded to Melbourne. At 20 all, against the wind, in the
7th minute of extra-time, Ben Jones stepped up at
knocked the ball over the cross bar and the game out of
Powehouse’s reach.

23 - 20, a tough match and a fantastic result, with both
Harlequins and Melbourne University losing their
games, Melbourne had cemented itself a position in the
finals series. Ironically this means the boys are playing
Powerhouse at Powerhouse in the preliminary finals
next Saturday, sounds like a rematch...

melbournerugby. com. au

Seconds: Melbourne 76 Southern Districts 0
Tries:Eric Fransella 2, Anton Pilli, Charlie Cruikshank
Goals:Anton Pilli 3

Penalty: Anton Pilli

With a berth in the major semifinal the "carrot" for the
seconds in this last round against Powerhouse we needed
to produce a disciplined game plan with a high level of
committment - and we did just that! A blustery day saw us
win the toss, run with the wind and consolidate a good
halftime lead with a determined second half defensive
effort. Hocks, back after injury, led the team with gusto,
leading to some great individual performances from Cruika,
Bowler and Benny Hibell. Dominant at the breakdown,
rucks and mauls, Capey, Morrissey, JK, Trav and Roo
made great contributions, while Tris at half directed the play
superbly.

With controlled possession the backs were able to find the
overlaps and find space for Eric, Axe, Andy and Gerdus,
while G took the ball to the line all day and provided an
excellent link to the outside backs and our running
forwards. Most importantly our attitude was right and with
Benny, in particular tackling anything that moved, we were
able to snuff out most of the Powerhouse drives. We made
few mistakes and were rewarded with the bulk of
possession. After halftime, the wind in our faces, we
needed to keep possession and work hard out of our
territory. Dave Ryland,Sterlo, Jason and Nashy all came on
and worked hard to maintain our momentum against the
wind, leading to further tries to Eric and Cruika, after great
lead up by the forwards. Axe kicked well all day, both for
points and field position. He finished with a try,three
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conversions and a penalty goal and generally gave
great direction to the team.

A final scoreline of 29 -10 sees us into the major semi
against Wyndham City this week and a shot at a Grand
Final. After a great team effort all year it is satisfying to
know we can finish it off with a bang!!!! A hard week on
the training paddock awaits us - lets get stuck in and
have some fun. Congratulations to Cruika 3, Benny
Hibell 2 and Bowler and Axe 1 point each.

Thirds: Melbourne 15 Power House 21
Tries: Ollie Garside, Paul Boyes, Rob Weaver
Goals: Keira Czarnota 2

.melbournerugby. com.au

Colts: Bye

Under 12: Melbourne 38 (minor premiers) Box Hill 0

Tries: Dylan Faamausili (Bob) 2, Matt Dudgeon, Felix
Dunphy, James Georges, Andreas Livadaras (Forrest)
Goals: Will Bracegirdle 1, Henry Hutchison 3

The VRU kindly rescheduled our last home game so they
could run a gala day for the Under 12s to support the Super
15 bid. So off to Endeavour Hills we went.

Aaron Booth and Lachlan Coltman both celebrated 50
games for the Club, and the boys were determined to make
it a memorable game for them.

Running into a strengthening breeze, the boys got stuck in
from the outset, the forwards again laying a strong platform
to give the backs good ball to run with.

Some sloppy passing and a ref that didn't miss anything
meant we had plenty of practice at the scrum, and the
forwards excelled, continually pushing Box Hill off their own
ball. With a scrum on the Box Hill 22, the backs got the ball
through the hands, with James Georges making the
overlap and diving over wide out to open the scoring. Hutch
provided a great conversion and the Melbourne boys were
off to a great start.

Dylan followed up with two tries from good teamwork and
quick hands, which Hutch converted. Felix was proving a
handful with some great runs through the middle, but our
forwards were not supporting closely enough to take
advantage.
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Eventually the ball was moved wide from a breakdown
with Matt showing great pace and then bursting through
some weak tackling to score just before halftime.

Halftime score: 26 — nil.

A combination of Box Hill lifting and Melbourne relaxing
made the second half a closer encounter.

With Box Hill down to 14 men, we were made to take a
player off, and then from the kick off, Matt, Boothy and
Tim Davis took the ball strongly down field. Some good
backing up led to a “try” being scored in the corner, only
to have it disallowed as we were accused of having too
many players on the field.

Penalty to Box Hill on the half way, then the ref checked
the numbers. Bad luck Melbourne — you did have the
right number.

Minor Premiers!

Some good work put Andreas (was Fev, confirmed as
Forrest) into the open and he dived over to “score”, but
what’s wrong?, that’s the five metre line, not the try line
you've put the ball over — woops!

He made up for it soon after, crashing over near the posts,
converted by Bracey.

Felix scored a deserved try after some good running by Tim
Davis, who had a strong game, and finally the forwards
cleaning out at the breakdown. A period of possession for
Box Hill followed, and with them pressing the Melbourne
line, strong defence was called for.

The line held and Melbourne ran out convincing winners
against one of the better opponents of recent times.

The win gives Melbourne the Minor Premiership having
scored 503 points and only conceded 91 in the fourteen
rounds.
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Under 8 Green:

What a big week in the rugby lives of the under 8 green
machine. First off it was bump up night at training. This
enabled the boys to experience what it will be like in the
under 10s next year.

The boys trained and then played with the younger
under 10s and really enjoyed the experience. We
showed the benefit of having done some contact work in
previous weeks but nothing prepares you for your first
match of tackle.

Thank you to Simon and Matt for running a great
session and also to the under 10s group for being so
supportive of their younger club mates. It was a great
initiative by Caitlin and her hard working committee and
one that will help teams better prepare in the future.
After training, Tom Lucas, first grade captain, made a
stirring speech to the boys in honour of Hugo and
Nicholas playing their 50th matches. It was great for the
boys to hear from someone who they aspire to be like
one day.

Come Saturday, the boys were pumped. We had to
travel to Southern Districts and the team got there early
to cheer on the under 10s and watch a proper game of
contact rugby. Again, valuable lessons were learnt
before we take the big step up next year. Only Oscar
and Lachie Jones will not be going up and they will be
senior players in the under 8s next year. The match
commenced with the under 8 blues and parents making
a big tunnel for Nicholas and Hugo to run through. |
think it was the quickest the 2 half centurions ran all day
as they were clapped onto the pitch.

We were playing Endeavour Hills again who we had
such a titanic struggle against when we last played.
Again it was no different. Both sides showed that they
were willing to pass the ball, get up and make tags and
were ready for the tough match ahead.

Tank and Truck (Max and Callum) showed why they will
be the first grade props in future years with their runs
straight up the middle. Jonesy and Langatang (Lachie
and Tom) fed off this go forward and found space out of
nothing. The Bear (Rupert) played his best game of the
season in producing straight runs and good offloads.
Maddog Moeller (Lachie) was in the thick of everything
and made some great breaks and a couple of try saving
tags. Oscar the Grouch discovered that if he ran straight
and hard he would get rewards, collected a couple of
tries and made some excellent tags. Caveman and
Buffalo (Hugo and Nicholas) showed the understanding

that comes with having played so many games together
with some good passing exchanges and telling runs.
Caveman goosestepped his way over for a brace of tries
and Buffalo only denied the same by some inept refereeing
by his father.

It was great to watch how far the boys have come this year
and how much fun they have had. Unfortunately our own
Berrick Barnes (Bud) was unable to play due to an illness in
his family. We wish Bud and his father Paul (our unofficial
coach, linesman, tackle bag etc) all the best and hope to
see them back at the presentation day. A big thanks goes
to all the parents for dragging their kids all over Melbourne
on Saturday mornings and to Caitlin and her junior
committee who provided us with such great support and
direction this year. Thanks also Bernie who helped mould
this into a great little team and to Scott, who refereed
games when he was not official photographer.

Our manager with the spread sheet ,Ann, was magnificent
all year and as well as organising subs, snakes and
oranges kept the whole sideline in fits of laughter with her
great one liners. She will no doubt provide the next under 8
group and coach with the same effort next year (hopefully
new jokes though). Lastly, big thanks to our team of
champions who were a champion team. It has been great
fun and | look forward to taking you all on in the parents
match.

Finals Rugby
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Order your merchandise online!!!

Coaches jacket 100 Year Polo
Sizes: S — 3XL Sizes: S — 3XL
$80.00 $35.00

First Grade Jersey
100 Year Tie Beanie Sizes: S - 3XL
$60.00

$85.00
100 Year Club Club Grade Jersey
Baseball Cap Sizes: S — 3XL
One size fits all

85.00

$25.00 $
Drill Top Club Tracksuit
Sizes: S — 3XL Sizes: S — 3XL
$65.00 $80.00
Warm Up Top
Sizes: S — 3XL
$45.00
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