
UNICORN TALES - Page 1 of 6 – Issue No: 21 – Welcome to Season 2009 

 

 
Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #21 – 3rd September 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s News 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
Last week we unfortunately saw the Colts final 
game for the season.  The lads have done 
very well and I am sure we will see a great 
season next year.  I then saw the best 30 
minutes of rugby I have seen for a while from 
the seconds.  They then took their foot off and 
let Wyndham get up.  If we can repeat that first 
effort, we will beat anyone.  Finally, the First 
treated us to another heart stopper and a great 
win. 
 
All this means that we have to get to Quinns by 
2pm to support the lads as they take on the 
might of Moorabbin.  We need all the loud 
Melbourne voice we can on the side line. So I 
hope to see you all there. 
 
The other big news from last week is that the 
Under 12s demolished their opponents (they 
invoked the mercy rule!!) to get into the Grand 
Final this week.  If you can, please pack your 
ration packs and head for Endeavour Hills at 
0900 (early) and support the boys.  This is our 
first Junior team in a GF for a while so please 
get there if you can. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
 

  
Cheers, 
  

 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 5 th September – Preliminary-finals 
 
3:30pm First Grade : Moorabbin v Melbourne 
2:00pm Second Grade : Moorabbin v Melbourne  
 
Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60 H12) 
 
9.15am Under 12 : Melbourne v Maroondah 
 
Frog Hollow Reserve, David Collins Dve  Endeavour Hills 
Mel Ref: 91 H8 
 
 

Semi Finals 
 

29th August 2009  
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 24 Power House 11  
Tries: James Lew, Ben Jones 
Goals: Ben Jones 
Penalties: Ben Jones 4  
 
Melbourne had been dealt a tough assignment in their 
semi-final clash. For the second week running, a win 
against Powerhouse at home was required to keep the 
season alive. 
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The game as expected was a tight affair with two teams 
with very similar styles of play largely cancelling each 
other’s attacks out. Melbourne appeared to have 
established the ascendancy early when against the run 
of play Powerhouse ran blindside, chipped over the 
defence, kicked again, collected the ball on the bounce 
and scooted into the corner for the first points of the 
match. The conversion missed but had Powerhouse up 
5 nil after 15 minutes.  
 

 
 
While Melbourne was challenging Powerhouse at the 
set piece and winning a good percentage of their line-
outs.  The penalty count was growing against them. An 
aggressive challenge in counter-rucking at one of 
Powerhouse’s breakdowns resulted in the touch judge 
entering the fray to penalise Neil Walsh for punching, 
while the DVD subsequently showed no punch was 
thrown. This would be a telling point in the match as the 
home side converted the penalty and moments later 
was used as the justification to yellow card Dave Ryland 
for ‘tackling’ a player in the air. While down to 14 men 
Melbourne managed to score 6 points through the boot 
of Ben Jones finishing the half down 8 – 6.  
 
The half time talk was positive and encouraging as 
Melbourne could feel they had an edge in the forwards, 
in terms of fitness and cohesion. The second half 
continued at the frantic pace set by the first 40 minutes. 
Both sides were desperate to continue their season in to 
the next round of finals. Dave had only been back on the 
field for two and a half minutes when a tackle was 
deemed dangerous and he was sent off again this time 
with a red card (for the second offence). The pressure 
was now on the Melbourne side to beat the incumbent 
champions with 14 players for the remainder of the 
match.  This  challenge  seemed  to lift the  Unicorns  as 

  
they appeared to dominate play. Possession shifted from 
50/50 to 60% Melbourne as they executed nearly twice as 
many rucks and mauls as Powerhouse in the second half. 
Penalties were traded by both sides and the score sat 
precariously at 11-12 to Melbourne with 10 minutes 
remaining. A backline move was called to bring the fullback 
in just outside the 22, as Ben Jones entered the line he 
brushed off his would-be defended and set sail for the line, 
touching down and converting to put an important 8 point 
gap of the opposition.  
 

 
 
Powerhouse mustered all they could to get back in the 
game when a handling error lead to James Slattery toeing 
the ball through, kicked again it was pounced on by James 
Lew for another 5 pointer and with time effectively up on 
the clock Melbourne had done the improbable. They had 
beaten the side that had dominated first grade rugby for the 
last 3 years with 14 players in a display of fingernail biting, 
heart pounding rugby. In doing so they had showed the true 
character and skill of the side leading into the preliminary 
final against Moorabbin. 
 
 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 21 Wyndham City 27 
Tries:Andy Castleman 2, Jason Bonne  
Goals:Anton Pilli 3  
 
Having been thumped by Wyndham four weeks ago we 
knew we needed a sound game plan to take them on up 
front and stop their big ball runners. Perhaps then we 
played the best half of structured, disciplined footy we have 
all year, with every player executing strongly and with 
precision. Strong ruck and maul, hard cleanout and 
protection, robust defense across the paddock and 
intelligent, straight running by everyone. The result, a 
halftime lead of 21-3 and a look of complete domination.  
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Great tries to Andy 2 and Jason 1, converted by Axe, all 
from confident running after excellent forward control of 
possession. 
 

 
 
The whole forward pack was dominant with Cruika, 
Capey and Sterlo outstanding, while Hocks, Morrissey 
and the entire backrow of JK, Bowler and Brian 
completely outplaying their opponents. We made few 
mistakes, kept the ball from the them and let our backs 
carve them up. Great service from Tris and G allowed 
Benny, Eric, Andy,Axe and Jason to find the gaps and 
attack with potency.Then there was the second half - oh 
that second half!!! At halftime I believe we thought the 
game was in the bag and went on to play defensively to 
protect our lead. We changed our focus from keeping 
the ball away from them and maintaining possession to 
one of kicking inside our twenty two anywhere upfield to 
get away from our line.  
 
The problem being that Wyndham thrive on the counter 
attack, and the perception that we stopped attacking 
them gave them the confidence to throw the ball around, 
move our defensive line and be patient in finding the 
gaps that eventually came their way. With the first half 
confidence wilting we made errors, got frustrated, 
moved away from our structure and ultimately paid the 
price - a loss 27- 21 . Lesson learnt; that finals football 
especially, is over only when the final whistle sounds - 
not before! The positive is we know what we can do and 
how to do it - we just need to concentrate for the full 80 
minutes. 
 
Congratulations to Brian 3, Cruika 2 and Bowler and 
Benny 1 point each. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
Colts:  Melbourne 3 Eltham 10 
Penalty: Paul McConnachie  
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Under 12:  Melbourne 51 Eltham 0  
Tries: Henry Hutchison 4, Dylan Faamausili (Bob) 2, 
Andreas Livadaras (Forrest)  2, Aaron Booth 
Goals: Henry Hutchison 3 goals 
 
The Minor Premiers faced a replay of the game from a 
fortnight ago, and pretty much enjoyed the same result. 
 
Eltham tried to use a kicking game to unsettle us early, 
but you don’t give possession away to this team without 
a good defence. Sadly for Eltham, they don’t have a 
good defence. 

 

 
 
Hutch ran in the first try from a great kick return by 
James Georges and some good passing under 
pressure. Converted, and off to the start we wanted. 
 
Tim Davis made a break down the left after some good 
linking by the inside backs, but the cover got across to 
tackle him. The ball cam across the field and although 
turned over, considerable pressure was put on Eltham in 
their 22. 
 
The forwards were not as dominant as they have been, 
but still managed to secure our scrums. From a 
rehearsed backline move, Andreas went over 
untouched. Hutch converted from wide out, and then the 
tries started to flow. 

  
Dylan (Bob) scored his first, breaking through some weak 
tackling, then Andreas scored after making a great break 
down the left. 
 
Aaron scored a well deserved try just before halftime to 
give Melbourne an unassailable lead. 
 
Half time: Melbourne 36 Eltham 0 
 
It was then only a matter of time in the second half before 
the “Mercy” rule was envoked. 
 

There more tries to the backs, who were 
scoring almost at will took the score to 51 – 
nil. 
 
A much tougher assignment next week 
against Maroondah, but the boys can look 
back on a great season of rugby. 
 
It is a great credit to the boys that they have 
developed their skills and teamwork to a high 
level from modest beginnings at the start of 
the season. Each and every player has 
contributed during the year and as such the 
team has grown exponentially. 
 
However, time to focus on the Grand Final this 
Saturday. 

 
 
 

Cartoon Corner 
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Order your merchandise online!!! 
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Coaches jacket  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$80.00 

 

100 Year Polo  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

100 Year Tie Beanie   
$60.00 

 

First Grade Jersey 
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$85.00 

 

100 Year Club 
Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$25.00 

 

Club Grade Jersey 
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$85.00 

 

Drill Top  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$65.00 

 

Club Tracksuit  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$80.00 

 

Warm Up Top  
Sizes: S – 3XL 
 
$45.00 
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