UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rugby Union Feootball Club

wneas melbournerugby.com.au
Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #22 — 10 " September 2009, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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10:30 am start at a cost
of only $20 includes a
massive champagne
breakfast/brunch & bus
transfers to the Box Hill
grounds and return to
the Melbourne
Clubrooms afterwards.

This Weekend

1st Grade bus departs at 1pm
Saturday 12 g September — Grand Final P P

Supporters buses depart at 1pm & 2pm
3:20pm First Grade: Box Hill v Melbourne Buses will depart the ground straight after the Grand Final
returning back to the Clubrooms to celebrate what will be

Sparkes Reserve, Cnr Middleborough & Canterbury Rd another Grand Final Victory in our Centenary year.

Box Hill Mel Ref: 47 G1

Grand Final Champagne
Breakfast/Brunch

Don't miss out on what will be a fantastic day, get along
and show the lads just how much club spirit & support they

Saturday 12th September
have.

at the MRUFC Clubrooms

All Welcome to help send the 1st Grade Grand Finalists | hope to see you all on Saturday.
off to the ground with the Rampant Unicorns spirit they

have come to expect all season. ’ l n 1 [
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Junior Wrap Up

Congratulations one and all on a wonderful season —
across each age group there has been amazing
development and achievements.

Rugby is a game that teaches
life skills. It teaches children
about commitment and
sportsmanship, leadership and
determination, self confidence
and courage, teamwork and
resilience.

Our children have learnt that you only get out of sport
what you put in and | can say with great pride that every
single team at our club has shown impressive attitude
and dedication. Above all, our children have developed
wonderful friendships and have had fun. Even when the
going gets tough — there are still smiling faces that walk
off the pitch exhausted and covered in mud.

Our Junior Rugby Program, which is based on the ARU
model, Coaching Kids Rugby, aims to develop life long
rugby fans and long term rugby players. | look forward to
watching the current U6 boys strut their stuff when they
are playing for the Wallabies!

I would like to take this public opportunity to thank the
Junior Committee: Danielle O'Brien, Ann Jones, Owain
Stone, Simon Bracegirdle, Nick Farnan and Miles
Cunningham. This is our first year of having a junior
committee and they have worked very hard, all year,
ensuring the development, organisation and
professionalism of our juniors. In particular, | would like
to thank Danielle O'Brien for registering all our children -
a very time-consuming and tedious task.

| would also like to thank our President, Jed Macartney,
and the Club Secretary, Michael Gillard, for their
invaluable support and guidance this season. John
Rosenhain has also been a very helpful and supportive
senior committee member and has always been
prepared to step in and lend a hand when required.
Thank you all very much.

Our committee wants to raise the profile of our sport in
our local areas and raise the club’s presence as much
as possible. Last year we had 57 registered junior
players and this year we have 79. This is a great step
forward. We wish to develop ongoing relationships with
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sponsors, run a rugby camp pre season, have all the
coaches Level 1 Foundation educated, ensure all our
volunteers — coaches, managers, committee members
have their “Working With Children Check”, host Gala Days,
have Stalls at school fetes and council markets, work with
the VRU to achieve some changes in the Player Pathway
Draw to align it more with the needs of the rugby
community, develop a different competition draw for the
Ul4's to allow us to have games on Friday nights and
Sundays. We introduced a BUMP UP night this year to
allow the children an opportunity to play with their teams
and coaches for next year. It was a resounding success
and something we will look to build-on in next year's
season.

| would like to also thank and applaud our coaches: Simon
Bracegirdle, Spiros Livadaras, Tom Stone, Matt O'Brien,
Simon Webster, Miles Cunningham, Greg Fergus, Bernie
Treacy, Paul Trevillian, Nick Farnan, Scot Hayman and
Tyrone Landsman. They have shown such dedication and
patience. Our kids couldn’t be in better hands and | thank
them for their hard work, commitment and time.

Without our managers, we wouldn’t play! They ensure we
are dressed appropriately, arrive at the game on time, know
where the game is, how to get where we're going — usually
the first direction is “Go over the Westgate...” Thank you for
responding to emails so quickly, washing jerseys and
sterilising drink bottles! Most of all, giving up your time for
your son’s team. Big thank you goes to Roz Vines, Ann
Jones, Majella Stapleton, Jackie Eratia, Danielle O'Brien,
Danielle Moeller and Noireen Halligan.

On that note, if anyone is interested in being a coach,
manager or joining our committee next year, we would love
to hear from you.

Under 6

The U6 are our first full team of this age group and have
kept us entertained each Thursday night as they learnt to
run straight — not into one another, pass a ball towards their
team mate and use their hands to catch a ball. They have
laughed and giggled their way through each training
session and we are thrilled to have such enthusiastic baby
unicorns. We can't wait to see them take to the paddock
next year as the Mighty Under 8's!

Under 8
What an exciting year they have had as they have

developed great running rugby skills. There were so many
new Under 8’s this year and they have settled into
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the groove so well. They have excelled at learning to off
load the ball before being tagged and keeping the go-
forward momentum. We look forward to watching those
who are moving up to U10's as they finally get to tackle!
The boys who are staying in Under 8's have another
year to refine their skills and understanding of the game.
We have very strong numbers in U8's which bodes well
for our future.

Under 10

Our Under 10's have shown great spirit and heart this
season. They have epitomised what rugby is about:
training hard, playing hard and impressing everyone
with their never-say-die attitude. Their bravery and
confidence is commendable and the way they have all
played two games each Saturday to ensure both teams
have enough players has been wonderful. | thank the
parents for their support and | applaud the kids for their
determination and club spirit. As Simon Webster said,
they are worthy inheritors of the fine traditions at
MRUFC.

Under 12's

Our Minor Premiers and Champion Premiers for 2009!
Having won their grand final on Saturday, they are on a
high and have had a remarkable season. They have
proven themselves to be a well-drilled, mature,
composed, hard-working team who have been almost
undefeated this year. Rest assured | will do everything
in my powers to get the VRU to change their draws to
allow us to have an U14 side next season and these
great junior rugby players can remain with the club next
year. Our President, Jed Mcartney was thrilled to
receive their pennants and trophy on our Presentation
Day yesterday. He was thrilled to be able to stand there
after 4 years as President and receive his first
Premiership pennant and trophy! Let's hope we have
opened the flood gates!

Congratulations to the winners from yesterday's
Presentation Day:

U8 Green

Greg & Maria Fregus Award
Best Team Player Bud Trevillian

Most Improved Player Nicholas Fergus
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U8 Gold

Greg & Maria Fergus Award

Best Team Player Hayden Rees

Most Improved Player Ethan Cockburn
U10 Blue

CTM Consulting Award

Best Team Player Pius Bonjui

Most Consistent Player Hamish Mcllroy
U10 Green

CTM Consulting Award

Best Team Player Campbell Jones

Most Consistent Player Stephen Wylie

Under 12
Best Team Player Jack Chapple
Best and Fairest Felix Dunphy

Junior Front Rower of the Year Matthew Dudgeon

Best Back Dylan Faamusil
The Tony Kastelan
Junior ‘clubman’ Team 2009 Under 6

The children were presented with their MRUFC centenary t-
shirt, a participation pennant, their 50 game pennant (if
applicable) and their team photo. If you were unable to
make it yesterday, please can you contact your child's team
manager as they may know where your son's awards are.

The Thursday night BBQ whilst conveniently feeding our
children dinner before we get home in the dark, usually cold
and wet, is a lovely fund raiser for us. It ticks along each
week and has enabled us to spend money on new
equipment, the pennants the children received at
Presentation Day and the centenary t-shirts. Thank you to
all the parents who regularly help cook, clean and serve the
drinks and sausages each week. A big thank you to
Richard Downing who is the King of the BBQ and we are
somewhat lost when he isn't there.

Finally, as | sign off for the year, | would like to thank the
parents for their wonderful support. Thank you for your
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patience, understanding and sense of humour
throughout this cold and windy winter | am so excited
about my 'hot date' with Scot at 'Cutler & Co' and am
very grateful for your thoughtfulness and generosity.

We are already planning for next year, so stay tuned
and | look forward to seeing you all again next March as
we start pre-season training.

Go the Unicorns and thank goodness the Wallabies had
a win on Saturday!

With kind regards,
Caitlin Hayman
Junior Coordinator

Preliminary Finals

5" September 2009

Senior Finals

Firsts: Melbourne 27 Moorabbin 25
Tries: Tom Lucas, Ben Jones
Goals: Ben Jones

Penalties: Ben Jones 5

There was only one team that Melbourne first grade had
not beaten this year, the minor premier's Moorabbin.
The opportunity to fix that record was presented at the
semi-final on Saturday. The winner of this crucial clash
would have a genuine chance at the flag with a spot in
the Grand Final.

.melbournerugby.com.au

With so much at stake both sides set the tempo of the
game high. Melbourne dominated possession in the
opening stages of the match but a couple missed tackles
created a massive line break for the Moorabbin flyhalf,
whom found support as the defence closed on him, sending
their mobile hooker over the line for the opening points of
the match. Both teams then traded penalties within
moments of each other to have Moorabbin ahead by 10 —
3, after the first quarter. The intensity and pace of the game
continued as Melbourne struggled to convert attacking
opportunities into points. Finally the Moorabbin defence
was breached when Will Green (at scrumhalf) spotted a
small gap close to the breakdown, he rushed through find
support in Aurelien Bouthier and George Linn — George’s
offload rebounded off a Moorabbin defender, over the line
and was pounced on by Ben Jones, who then converted to
tie up the score - much to the joy of the considerable crowd
of Melbourne supporters.

The jubilation was short lived however, as Moorabbin
charged down an attempted clearing kick and regathered to
score immediately after the kick off. Another penalty to the
Rams seen them take a 20 — 10 lead into the second half.

After 40 minutes of genuine finals footy the Unicorns were
upbeat and felt a sense of control over the match. The
scoreboard certainly did not reflect the dominance in the
opening stanza, with Melbourne having 65% of possession
and had amassed 45 rucks and mauls to Moorabbin’s 12.

The second half picked up where the first had left off with
strong running from Elliott Bull and Graham Scott putting
pressure on the Moorabbin defence, quick recycle ball and
well organised forward play had Moorabbin on the
backfoot. A penalty was ruled against them for their
attempts to constantly slow down the ball — Ben Jones
slotted to close the 10 point gap. Yet another attacking
penalty was awarded, this time the Unicorns elected to kick
into touch, Drove from the lineout and sent a seagulling
Tom Lucas over in the corner; 18 — 20. Just as the game
looked to have completely moved in favour of the galloping
greens a turn over and some quick hands from Moorabbin
had their centre in space and crossing the line to push their
lead out to 7 points.

The risk of losing the opportunity to represent Melbourne in
a centenary year grand final had fixated the players on
further lifting their intensity. James Lew and James Slattery
continued to find holes in the midfield with some
exhilarating runs. Attack after attack was defended by a
tiring Moorabbin side that seemed to be happy to give away
penalties rather than let their challengers cross the line.
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This tactic was costing them as two more penalties to
Ben Jones closed the gap to just 1 point (24 — 25).
Seemingly happy to wind down the clock Moorabbin
continued to weather the Melbourne attacks with the ruck
& maul count exceeding triple figures for the men in
green — when with 2 minutes remaining a hand in the
ruck gave Melbourne the chance to take the lead for the
first time in the match. The kick from Ben Jones went
high, hung in the air and the touchies took an eternity to
raise the flags and send Melbourne into the game that
they had played for all season. 27 — 25, a hard fought,
gutsy win, that was rewarded with a huge cheer and
celebrations from the die-hard supporters that had stuck
with the team all year.

Melbourne had regained their position as a force to be
reckoned with and had booked a seat in the biggest
game of the year in Victoria. We can all now look forward,
as a club, to seeing if this very capable side can take
their season one step further in securing the Dewar
Shield. See you there.

Seconds: Melbourne 25 Moorabbin 29
Tries: Anton Pilli, Travis Sutherland, Luti Tapeli
Goals: Anton Pilli

Penalties: Anton Pilli 2

After a gallant season the Seconds run to the Grand Final
came to a halt after we were beaten by Moorabbin 29-25
in the final. The closeness of the scores indicates the
intensity of the game - what it doesn’t show is the way we
were to be beaten! - by our own mistakes, at critical times
during the game. Early in the first half we made break
after break, only to drop a ball or throw a bad pass at that
critical time, allowing Moorabbin time to regroup and
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counter with some soft tries. Even with a halftime score at
17-11 against, we were confident we could peg back their
score and finish over the top of them.

Tries to Axe, Travis and Luti kept us in the game, along
with 2 penalty goals and two conversions to Axe; however
we kept letting our mistakes keep them one step ahead,
even with disallowed tries to Charlie and Andy late in the
second half. Regrettably the final score line of 29-25 saw
our season finish, just short of the prize at the end. The
forwards, led tirelessly by Hocks, were outstanding. Cruika
and Capey terrorised the defences, while Charlie, Roo and
Trav gave their all in the loose and the tough stuff.
Morrissey and Sterlo consistently controlled our ball and hit
hard in defence while Tris at halfback directed traffic all
day, and despite a badly injured thumb, gave good service
to the backs and was strong in defence.

Despite our backs having not such a great day with the
hands, their efforts were commendable. Benny had his
usual strong game in defence and ran hard all day.
Geriant took the ball to line well and was strong in
defence, while Eric,Jason, Andy and Axe all looked
dangerous in attack and had some great individual runs at
different times of the game. Luti, Derek and Nashy also
made worthwhile contributions in the second half and
thanks go also to Haroon, Rowan, Blairy and Paul
McConnachie who were part of this squad for this game.
Commiserations to Gerdus, Brian Roberts and JK who
were also unavailable for this game through injury or
"misadventure" but have been an important part of the
team throughout the year.

On behalf of Chunks and myself we say to all the guys in
this team, a great season, a great bunch of blokes and
pleasure to enjoy rugby with you!! Well Done!!!!
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Congratulations to Charlie Bowler 3, Cruika 2 and
Benny Hibell 1 point in this final game.

Let’s finish off this season by supporting the Firsts on
Saturday and celebrate a great Centenary year. Go the

Junior Grand Final
Under 12: Melbourne 39 Maroondah 12
The best was saved for last !

Having faced Maroondah a month ago without their
State representatives (or ours), a much bigger team
faced off against Melbourne, with a large back row and
inside backs.

What followed was a clinical display of tackling and
running rugby. In the best half of rugby the boys have
played all year, they completely shut down the
opposition, forcing them to run sideways, backwards
and into each other.

Then with the ball in hand the backs showed how
running rugby should be played. Passes hit the chests
of team mates and the backing up was out of the text
book. The U12's played with the maturity and
composure of a team far older.

Straight from the kick off we were into the Maroondah
22, with the big Maroondah boys being brought straight
down. A free kick saw Dylan making an incisive run
down the right hand side, the forwards clearing out at
the breakdown, and then the backs and forwards quickly
moving the ball wide to the left. James Georges, up from
fullback, on the end oh the line to show great

ey melbournerugby. com.au

determination to beat three tacklers and score wide out.

From the kick off, the forwards secured great ball, and the
backs were set free. Onnie gave a great pass to Hutch , on
the outside of the defence, and he raced away to score
again.

Again, from the kick off, the forwards took the ball up,
setting great ball. The backs put it through the hands, with
Dylan (Bob) being brought down and popping a great pass
to No 8 Felix who fed Matt for a charge down the right wing.
He was brought down centimetres short.

Continued pressure and back line attacks had Jack pulled
down just short after great backing up. The ball was
scrambled over the Maroondah tryline. A five metre scrum
saw the forwards rub it in, winning the tight head and
Bracey taking the opportunity to score a great scrum half
try, darting down the blind side.

Again from the kick off, great work from the forwards
rumbled the ball up, with Lachie going straight up the
middle. Quick recycle to the backs and Hutch was off down
the right, with Dylan and Jack in close support. Jack got the
bal after a couple of drives, but was held up over the line.

From the scrum, the ball was moved wide to the left, with
Onnie backing up to be held up close to the line and losing
the ball forward. This was the first dropped ball by
Melbourne in the game.

Maroondah managed to clear their line with the No8
making a bust, only to be scythed down by James Georges
in a copybook tackle. Hutch snatched the ball in the tackle,
and dashed down the right wing to score again.

Half time: Melbourne 27 Maroondah 0
The second half saw Melbourne running with the wind.

Maroondah made a strong run through the forwards, but
lost the ball in determined Melbourne tackling. Again, the
backs got the ball wide quickly to Dylan, who took the ball
60 metres downfield, then popped a pass to Tim who got
across the line with great determination.

The first score after half time put the game beyond doubt.
Maroondah, to their credit, did not stop trying, and with
some sustained pressure on the Melbourne line, their big
men managed to get over for two consolation tries in the
second half.

The highlight of the half was a sustained period of
Melbourne pressure that forced Maroondah back 40
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metres, when Maroondah had the ball! Great tackeling
right across the park. This led eventually to Maroondah
coughing up the ball.

Fittingly, the last play of the game was the Melbourne
backs getting the ball to Hutch who turned the
Maroondah No8 inside and out to score wide out.

Grand Final Fever
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Full Time. Melbourne Premiers.
A very well deserved team effort.
What a fantastic effort the boys put in for the season.

From humble beginnings, losing two of the first four games,
they went through the rest of the season undefeated.

The Grand final was only the fourth time in the season that
they allowed two tries to be scored against them, scoring
592 points and having only 103 scored against them — a
staggering percentage of 574%.

To highlight the team effort, the boys played most of the
season without their State representative, Henry Hutchison,
who had school commitments, and for four games in the
middle of the season were without five other players due to
holidays or injury. The commitment to training two nights
per week was fantastic, with a strong showing at each
session despite other school commitments.

With almost half of the team returning next year, it augurs
well for a continued strong showing
. ______________________________________________________________________|
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Order your merchandise online!!!

Coaches jacket 100 Year Polo
Sizes: S — 3XL Sizes: S — 3XL
$80.00 $35.00

First Grade Jersey
100 Year Tie Beanie Sizes: S - 3XL
$60.00

$85.00
100 Year Club Club Grade Jersey
Baseball Cap Sizes: S — 3XL
One size fits all

85.00

$25.00 $
Drill Top Club Tracksuit
Sizes: S — 3XL Sizes: S — 3XL
$65.00 $80.00
Warm Up Top
Sizes: S — 3XL
$45.00
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