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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #23 — 17~ September 209, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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Grand Final 2009

First Grade Grand Final: Melbourne 27 Box Hill 17

Tries: James Slattery 2, Ben Jones
Goals: Ben Jones 3
Penalties: Ben Jones 2

In the changing rooms moments before the centenary
first grade side took the field for the 2009 Grand Final,
the team reflected on the significance of the match
before them. Just 80 minutes to decide a game that was
for Melbourne and Victoria 100 years in the making.

Our supporters had converted Box Hill’s grounds into a
Melbourne home game with Melbourne colours, Scotty and
T-Train masks and plenty of noise. In return the players
put on a completely dominant display of rugby.

Box Hill showed their cards early throwing everything at the
resilient Melbourne defence. The boys defended phase
after phase of Box Hill's one-off runners. While getting
close to the line the Bronco’s couldn't crack the well
organised and aggressive Melbourne defensive line. After
nearly 10 minutes with all the possession the attackers
were awarded a penalty opting to take the 3 points and
restart the game from halfway. On receiving the kick off
Melbourne finally got hold of the ball and set about their
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attack. Strong runs from pretty much all the other
forwards had fast recycle ball unleashing James Slattery
and James Lew in the mid-field. Will Green and Aurelien
Bouthier marshalled players and controlled the match
with absolute mastery from the halves. The pressure
soon opened the Box Hill defence when the unicorns
went blind from a scrum, a well timed pass from Will
Green hit Ben Jones on a perfect angle slicing through
the Bronco defenders and crossed the line for
Melbourne first try, 7 - 3.
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Possession and territory continued to favour the
unicorns as they dominated at set piece, stealing the
opposition lineout ball and destroying their scrum. It was
clear the best tight 5 (Tom Lucas, Graham Scott, Elliot
Bull, George Linn and Tony Booth) in the state had as
good as perfected their art. Melbourne swept the ball
from side to side asking questions of the Box Hill
defence at the break-down, while wings Jarrod Magee

and Neil Walsh found space out wide. A successfully
penalty kick from Ben Jones had the score at 10 — 3 at half
time.

Melbourne built on the moment from the first half. Loosies;
Jackson Hill, Tom O'Brien and Dave Ryland were relentless
as they caught attackers before the gain line and constantly
pilfered the ball in the tackle. Coming on, Lotu Aiuta made
an immediate impact; carving the Box Hill defence up with a
combination of hand offs and jinking runs, while Tim
Lindsay was putting more pressure on at line out and
driving Box Hill back in defence. Their attacking play was
soon rewarded when James Slattery crossed the line for
Melbourne’s second try; 17 -3.

As if awakened by the now impending threat of losing the
Grand Final, Box Hill started to turn the attack and pressure
back on Melbourne. A centre of the pitch arm wrestle
continued until Box Hill broke the line and darted up field.
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The stretched Melbourne defenders dragged down the
ball carrier just before the line — with a four man overlap
to it was clear they were about close the gap. When an
intercept to James Slattery seen one of the fastest
players in the league, head to the line without a blue
jersey in sight, 24 — 3.

Further fresh legs bolstered Melbourne’s cause to the
loud chants of “Melbourne, Melbourne,
Melbourne..."from the sideline support. Rai Ghiri was
making his presence felt with a number of bollocking
runs until an eye injury ended his challenge early. Bobby
Windlle was knocking their mid-field runners back in
defence and creating space for Walshy and Lotu outside
of him.

With the clock winding down, a couple of defensive
lapses seen Box Hill close the gap to 27 — 17 when the
ref blew the fulltime whistle and a huge roar erupted
from the crowd.

It was the sound of one of the most amazing victories in
the club’s history. The coveted flag in our centenary
year had been achieved. Tom Lucas, his team mates
and coaches embraced and cheered as they realised
that they had done the improbable and were taking
home the Dewar Shield.

The 1909 champions were now also the 2009
champions making the Melbourne Unicorns (by our
calculations) the team of the century!
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Order your merchandise online!!!

Coaches jacket 100 Year Polo
Sizes: S — 3XL Sizes: S — 3XL
$80.00 $35.00

First Grade Jersey
100 Year Tie Beanie Sizes: S - 3XL
$60.00

$85.00
100 Year Club Club Grade Jersey
Baseball Cap Sizes: S — 3XL
One size fits all

85.00

$25.00 $
Drill Top Club Tracksuit
Sizes: S — 3XL Sizes: S — 3XL
$65.00 $80.00
Warm Up Top
Sizes: S — 3XL
$45.00
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