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President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

Last week saw a huge lunch and an excellent
guest speaker in Father Bob. Unfortunately
we didn’t win the Pillar game despite
outplaying Harlequins Souths statistically. It
was a great afternoon and we were also
blessed with good weather — we should have
Father Bob speak more often!

This week is the final game of the season with
us playing Uni at Uni. The lads have improved
immensely since the start of the Pillar so | am
expecting another cracking game. With more
good weather predicted, please get down and
show your support.

Our next big event is the presentation night on
03 October — get your tickets on line or see
Holly. After a couple of weeks of rest for the
players, we have a big off-season planned with
the launch of the MRUFC Academy, which will
target the development of some selected
players and allow all players to participate in
fitness and skills development over the
summer. We are also entering some teams in
the touch competition to keep the hands
supple and the hips swerving.
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| hope to see you all at Uni this weekend for our
final hurray of the season.

Cheers,

This Weekend

13" September 2008

1:30PM: Pillar Colts - North West Uni Lions v Melbourne
Barbarians

3:15PM: Pillar - North West Uni Lions v Melbourne
Barbarians

Smith Oval, MacArthur Rd, Royal Park (Melways 43 F1)
10:30AM: Under 18 - Endeavour Hills v Melbourne

Frog Hollow Reserve, James Cook Drive, Endeavour Hills
(Melways 91 H8)

Don’t forget to book your
Presentation Dinner
tickets now!!
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Last Weekend

6" September 2008

Pillar: Melbourne Barbarians 25 Harlequin Souths 29
Tries: Jon Kastelin 2, Wil McNamara, Tony Booth
Goal: David Hardistey

Penalty: David Hardistey

Under 18: Melbourne 29 Harlequins 24

Tries: David Hardistey 2, Adam Doke, Morne Buitendag,
Robert Sartain

Goals: David Hardistey 2
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Last Weekend Cont’d:

Under 10

The season came to a triumphant finale for Melbourne
junior rugby with the combined result of the U8s and
U10s leading them to win the inaugural Father's Day
Tournament. Eltham put on a great day made even
better by the beautiful spring weather. The competition
was based on a round robin in which Melbourne played
Eltham, Box Hill and Boorundara. Melbourne was
supplemented by Tobias from the Harlequins to make
up the full 10.

Melbourne were determined to make this tournament
their own from the very start with Tim collecting the
initial kick off by Eltham and running it back for a
trademark try. Harisson was quickly in on the act with a
driving try. Tim and Aaron took the ball forward with
great support from James and a very confident run from
Milli for another 2 tries.

Eltham snuck in on the blind side for a try but Melbourne
had the last word in the first half. The second half was
much tighter with great tackling from both sides. Campbell
cut off a number of promising runs by Eltham. George kept
disappearing into rucks and appearing with the ball. In the
end ball retention in the tackle made the difference and
freed up Sam to go over for a try in the corner. Eltham
shatched a consolation try at the end. [Melbourne 6, Eltham
2]

Melbourne's second match was against Box Hill. It was
clear from the start that this would be a harder match with
most of the play concentrated in the Melbourne half to start
with. The tension was broken when Sam popped through a
gap, pinned back his ears and sprinted for the try line with
Box Hill in hot pursuit. Box Hill did not take long to even
things up. Tim's length of the field try was also evened up
shortly afterwards. As the second half drew to a close Sam
managed to break free for another try to grab the match for
Melbourne. [Melbourne 3, Box Hill 2]

Melbourne went into the final match of the round robin
competition full of confidence and determination. The first
half was very tightly fought. Tim collected a pass following
a break by Russell to put Melbourne on the score board.
Another from Tim and a reply from Boorundara left it at 2 to
1 at half time. With the outcome of the U10's tournament
hanging on this match the last ten minutes was high
tension. The exhaustion of playing in the heat and the
fatigue from the previous matches was showing with odd
fumbles and slips but they held it together. Tim added
Melbourne's final two tries of the match to win the game
and clinch the tournament. [Melbourne 4, Boorundara 2]

Result: Melbourne U10s win the first Father's Day
Tournament
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Last Weekend Cont'd:
Father’'s Day Tournament at Eltham RUFC

On Saturday 6th September U8's Greens were able to
wrap up their season in style, thanks to a fantastic
initiative from our pillar partners at Eltham Rugby Club.

The Fathers' Day Junior Rugby Gala was an event
organised by Eltham with the aim of allowing 8's and
10's to play in a tournament style competition. 6 clubs
were represented each playing 5 games of 15 minutes
over approximately 3 hours. The day was an unqualified
success with all the teams contributing to a wonderful
display of running rugby which everyone could enjoy.
There was intense competition and great
sportsmanship, and I'd like to pass on the thanks and
gratitude of all the parents, coaches and players to
Eltham for organising such a fun day for the kids and
parents. A really good idea, executed faultlessly. Thanks

guys!

The U8's started a bit slowly, but were back to their best
in quick time with a couple of convincing wins. Ferocious
tagging and some slick passing and running saw the
boys at the top of their game.

Certainly for the U8's this was their first introduction to
tournament rugby - having to back up was a new
experience which the team handled really well - playing
with even greater intensity in their final game than in
their first, which speaks highly for their passion and
commitment to the cause.

The winners were decided on the combined results of
the 10's and 8's (I think by try difference rather than by
number of tries, but don't quote me on that......) and with

the 10's outscoring all-comers, and the 8's with a try count
of 4 in the positive, we thought the boys would be hard to
beat. And so it proved - Eltham finished 3rd, Box Hill 2nd,
and MRUFC took 1st place honours.

Eltham have made a commitment to run the Gala Day each
year on Fathers' Day weekend and have generously
provided a trophy which we'll display in the club-rooms
once we've had it engraved. U8's and U10's have both
committed to defending the trophy next year to make sure it
stays at Melbourne for another 12 months after this! But for
now the boys and girls of the U8's and U10's can enjoy
their win and the memories of a great days fun and
enjoyment in their first rugby tournament. Well done to all of
you on and off the field.

You did yourselves and the club proud.

I'll leave the last words on the win with Sam Beagley from
the U10's which, to me, best sum up the spirit of the boys
and girls in the two teams. After it had been announced that
Melbourne were the winners, Sam turned to his U10 team-
mates and said that the 8's and 10's should go up together
to collect their gold medal because neither team could have
won without the other. Great attitude. Great sportsmanship.
Great day.

Social Calendar

November 16th: Golf Day, details to be advised.

December 6th: Christmas BBQ 1pm at clubhouse
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President’s Club

6" September — 3rd President’s Club Lunch
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Black Tie Preferred

When: Friday 3rd October
Time: 7pm till midnight
Where: Q.P.O Cnr High St and Cotham Rd, Kew
Cost: $80 per head includes canapés, 3 course meal and b  asic drinks

| would like to purchase tickets to the Presentation Dinner for a totabst of $ ($80 each)
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:

Credit Card: I:l Bankcard I:l Mastercard I:l Visa

Card Number:

Name On Card: Expiry Date:

Signature:
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MERQHARBIGE
Order your merchandise online!!!

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Scarf

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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