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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 3 – 23rd April 2009, the official newsletter of the 

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Update 

 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
Our 100th Anniversary season has begun.  We 
had a great afternoon at home last week.  The 
day started with presentation of the jerseys to 
the Firsts and was followed by a great win from 
the Thirds and some good rugby from the 
seconds and First – both losses unfortunately.  
Couple this with some excellent weather and 
one (or two) of Eric and Leigh’s sausages and 
you can easily fit back into the rhythm of 
another season. 
 
We also had a good attendance back at the 
club and it was great to see the Moorabbin 
players and supporters come and enjoy the 
after match celebrations. 
 
Thanks to all the juniors and their parents who 
turned out for the jersey presentations and 
then carried out the ball boy duties later in the 
day – the future of our club is looking good 
with these fine young men present.  Thanks 
also to our major sponsors, Red Mercury, who 
were, as always, present to support us at the 
jersey presentation and the game. 
 
Congratulation to Simon Webster on being 
voted as our Club Captain.  Webby is one of 
the elder statesmen of the playing fraternity  
 

  
and will bring a real presence to the role. 
 
This week we are home again and it will see our 
return to Orrong Park for the Thirds.  The games 
will start at 1pm due to Anzac Day and we will 
have an overlap with the seconds and thirds so 
we will finally be able to see two games at once 
at home – lots of head spins to come as we 
decide which game to watch.  Please come down 
and help us celebrate this return to Orrong and 
remember fallen comrades on this most special 
of days for our nation.  
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

This Week 
 

Saturday 25th April   
 
1:00PM: Third Grade - Melbourne v Box Hill  
 
1:30PM: Second Grade - Melbourne v Box Hill  
 
3:10PM: First Grade - Melbourne v Box Hill  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High 
St & Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 
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Presentation 
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Round 1 
 

18th April 2009 
 
Firsts : Melbourne 22 Moorabbin 55 
 
Tries: Jarrad Magee, George Lynn, Jason Tafua 
Goals: Aurelien Bouthier 2 
Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier  
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 17 Moorabbin 22 
 
Tries: Jason Bonne, Rich Armstrong, Eric Fransella 
Goals: Eric Fransella  
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 57 Moorabbin 7 
 
Tries: Chris Eldridge 2, Benny Ainsworth 2, Drew 
Dalton, Joe Hayes, Michael Brown, Rowan Hamilton, 
Rob Acteson, Michael Green, Jeremy Angelier 
Goals: Fraser McMillan, Rob Acteson 2 
 
A great way to start the season for the Rowzy's this 
week against Moorabbin with an opening scoreline of 
61-7, with 11 tries being scored in all and everyone 
having a great game with almost all the backline scoring 
and the scoreline could have been a lot worse had we 
managed to kick more then the paltry 3 goals we got 
over. 
 
Chris "The  V" Eldridge scored 2 tries in his rowzy grade 
debut and was unlucky to miss out on scoring a hat 
trick. Drew "The Tank "  Dalton barged over for his first 
of the season & his Centre partner Benny Ainsworth 
scored 2 also on debut including a cracker that made up 
for blowing another certain one by dropping the ball with 
line wide open.   
  
Joe "the new boy" Hayes scored with his first touch of 
the ball, rocked up expecting to start on the bench & as 
neither listed winger or the fullback was on time was 
promoted to the starting line-up due to being the only 
other back there and scored 5mins into the match after 
beating 3 men to get over the line. 
 
Michael "I got back 2 days early" Brown was also 
promoted to the starting 15 when Bobby Palace failed to 
show on time running late due to increasing his ever 
growing housing portfolio instead so Browny helped  
 

  
himself to a 5 pointer & pulled out one of the best "Flippers" 
you will ever see come off to put the winger in for a try not 
long after Rowan " the 2nd half impact player" Hamilton 
had got off his season nudie run with one of the easiest of 
the day.   
  
Bobby Palace made amends once he got on after he 
finished off one of the tries of the year and yes it is a big 
call seeing as its only Rd1 however it did go through at 
least 17 pairs of hands after coming the full length of the 
field before he strolled over untouched & let it be known he 
also kicked the goal from directly in front but only after it 
just went through after hitting the uprights. 
  
Michael "Goes alright" Green scored after backing up a 
break made by TK where he looked to be home 
comfortably only to be smashed side on from a winger 
(much to the amusement of the 1st graders watching on 
Rowzy Hill) but he managed to pop the ball up off the 
ground to Green who scored....yet again on debut. 
  
Jeremy "we may have found our new Maxxy" Angelier 
.....new Frenchy to the club who scored a great try, blew 
another certain one by not passing it back inside with at 
least 3 other players wide open and controversly had 
another denied in the corner after definitely getting the ball 
down before going into touch finished the afternoon off well 
up the left hand side. 
 
Other match highlights or lowlights depending on who you 
ask were: 

·  Fraser getting knocked out and not remembering 
much of a game where he played an absolute 
blinder. 

·  Jim Roy tore a hamstring, shredded his calf, broke 
a dozen ribs and still managed to get back on the 
field even after Gerry had basically called for an 
ambulance at one stage. 

·  TK running more Juice balls in the one game then 
we saw in an entire season of 3rd Grade last year. 

·  Harroon Durrani went on in the 2nd half and moved 
into the Front Row for the first time and became the 
human wrecking ball we had always wanted him to 
be..... so much so he was awarded the 3points and 
the Presidents mug and almost vomited from 
having to scull 2 full blue Gatoradesat the 
presentations that night....ROWZY. 

·  Another highlight of the win was that we had 
6 debutants playing their first game for the club and 
another 3 still sitting on the bench that we couldn't  
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Round 1 Cont’d 
 

·  himself to a 5 pointer & pulled out one of the 
best "Flippers" play as we had already used our 
10 reserves.   

And if you ever wanted proof that we are indeed one of 
the most multi-national clubs in the country the Mighty 
Rowzy's had the following take the field on Saturday a 
Front row made up of a Kiwi, a Jew and a Greek, 
supported by an Aussie and an old Pom, flanked by an 
Irishman and a Yank who were bound together by a 
Welshman and fed by a Sweaty Scotsman & that's just 
the scrum. 
  
That's not forgetting a Sri Lankan at 10 & had coming off 
the bench a Pakistani, an Indian and a Frenchy amongst 
the extra Poms and Skips in the squad a fantastic 
situation for any club to be proud of.  
  
Lastly congratulations to our new CLUB CAPTAIN the 
evergreen Simon "Webby" Webster, he has previously 
held the prestigious position many moons ago almost so 
long ago that most of the Colts weren't even born but its 
still great to have someone of Webby's character 
leading the club forward in our 100th year. 
  
Go Unicorns. 
 
����
Vale John Kingdon   
 

John Kingdon, 
Melbourne Rugby Club 
player, manager and 
coach passed away on 
19th April  
 
The funeral will be 
held on Thursday 23rd 
April at 2PM at St Silas 
Anglican Church, cnr 
Bridport & Ferrars St, 
Albert Park  
 

 
No flowers by request, donations can be made to the 
Motor Neurone Foundation 
 

  

Social Calendar 
 
Date Event 
   
May 9th 1st Presidents Club Lunch 
May 30th Ladies Lunch 
June 20th Wallabies and Lions night  
June 27th Trivia Night 
July 11th 2nd Presidents Club Lunch 
Aug 1st  100 Year Game Function 
Aug 15th 3rd Presidents Club Lunch 
Aug 29th  Junior Presentation BBQ 
Sept  Presentation Night & Centenary Ball 
Nov 8th Golf Day 
Dec 12th  Christmas BBQ 
 

 
 
 
 

ANZAC Day 
 

 
There will be a minutes silence observed and the 
Last Post played at 3.08pm prior to the 1st Grade 
kick off in honour of it being ANZAC Day. 
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2009 Membership  
 
Your membership is the backbone of the club, 
and to make it easier for you to join the club, 
we have an online system.  Simply go to 
www.melbournerugby.com.au  and follow the 
links to register and pay for membership 
subscriptions all on-line, in one easy step. 
 
So get online and support your club! 
 
Season 2009 membership costs are below:   

Senior Player $250 
Colts Player - F/T student U23  $180 
 
Note: all senior player memberships include club socks 
and shorts 
 
Junior Player $95 
 
Clubhouse Member $60 
Team Coach or Manager $60 
President’s Club Gold Membership $500 
President’s Club Silver Membership $250 
 
Family Membership $200 
Includes both parents and plus all junior players 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grounds Update 
 
The update on the grounds is as follows 

·  Orrong Park was airated and over sown 
with rye grass early April. With follow up 
rain the grass should do well.  

 
 

  

·  We may need to curtail activity on it and move 
training to the peripheral grassed area outside 
the current central fencing at Romanis for the 
next few weeks. 

·  The western bay to the cricket nets at the 
northern end of Orrong was temporarily 
removed and will remain so until the end of 
our season when it will be reinstated. The 
remaining cricket pitch will be suitably 
covered by the council thus making Orrong a 
safe place to play Rugby  

·  Council will be removing the tree at the south 
east corner of Orrong shortly  

·  The rain has done wonders for the grass on 
Romanis as it to was aerated and oversown 
some weeks ago.  

·  The fencing off is doing no end of good for the 
grass.  

·  The cricket pitches on both grounds have been 
covered with the customary soil.  

 
 

���������	��
�������
The participation of players, parents, and supporters is 
vital to the success of the Rugby club. Such participation 
could include coaching, managing, refereeing, helping 
with and supporting our social activities. 

President Jed Macartney OA 
Secretary  Michael "Gilly" Gillard 
 
Assistant Secretary John Rosenhain  
Treasurer Owain Stone - email  
Assistant Treasurer Paul Boyes  
Junior Co-ordinator Caitlin Hayman - email  
General Committee Members Robert "Gabba" Gash   
 Colin Woolhouse  
 Charles Leyland 
Patron Jonathon Ramsden  
Honorary Registrar John 'Harry' Harrison��

Again this year we plan to keep you regularly up to date 
with all things club related via the Unicorn Tales, using 
both email and the website.  If you haven’t received any 
information from us in a while or your address (either 
home or email) has changed, please contact us.  

 

Pay Online 
Now!!!  
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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