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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 4 – 17th April 2008, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
We had a long way to travel on the weekend 
but were rewarded early with a resounding 
victory by the Thirds over Cerberus.  This was 
followed by a great victory by the Seconds 
over Souths - running away with five tries.   
 
The Colts had a much closer game then the 
final score suggested and the Firsts didn’t 
have a good day away. 
 
This weekend is our first home game back at 
Romanis Reserve, so get down and support 
the club.  The President’s Club will be holding 
their first luncheon of the season and it should 
be a great day with plenty of good food and 
wine.  If you want to attend call Robert Gash 
on 0419 955 200 or email 
gash@focussed.com.au. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
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Join Now!!! 
 

 
 

This Weekend 
 
Round 4 - 19th April   
 
3:15PM: First Grade - Melbourne v Moorabbin 
1:30PM: Second Grade - Melbourne v Moorabbin 
12Noon: Third Grade -Melbourne v Moorabbin  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6)  
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This Weekend 
 

1:30PM: Colts Grade - Melbourne v University  
 
Fawkner Park,Commercial Rd , South Yarra opposite 
the Alfred Hospital(Melways 58 B4 or 2L C8)  
To view a map 
Juniors   
 
9:00AM: Under 8 - Melbourne Green v Souths 
9:00AM: Under 8 - Melbourne Blue v Wyndham City 
9:45AM: Under 10 - Melbourne v Endeavour Hills White 
 
Ten-a-Side Competition: 
10:35AM: Under 12 - Melbourne v Northern (10s semi-
final) 
11:50AM: Under 12 - 10s Final 
 
Riviera Park, Eel Race Rd, Seaford (Melways 97 F10 & 
11) 
 
 

President’s Club 
 
The President’s Club is a sub organization of the 
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club and is heavily 
patronised by the club stalwarts.  The President’s Club 
holds three (3) luncheons each season to coincide with 
Club home games.  The luncheons are the ideal 
corporate hospitality events with notable guest 
speakers, plenty of good conversation and a good time 
is had by everyone.  Past speakers have included 
sporting personalities, as well as government and 
business leaders. 
 

·  April 19 th – 1st President’s Club Lunch 
������  Melbourne Vs Moorabbin game 

�
·  May 31st – 2nd President’s Club 

Lunch �������� Melbourne Vs 
Boroondara game 

 
·  September 6 th  –  3rd President’s 

Club Lunch ������� Melbourne 
Barbarians Vs Harlequin Souths 
game 
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CTM Consulting (CTM) is a boutique Consulting 
Organisation which specialises in IT and Management 
Consulting.  CTM brings a unique set of skills, 
experiences and management abilities to any 
engagement, thus ensuring that our clients receive the 
best quality service at an attractive price.  Collectively, 
our staff has experience within both the Public and 
Private Sectors, and our knowledge and experience 
base includes Local, State and Federal Government, 
Manufacturing, Utilities, IT&T, Retail, Financial Services 
and Educational organisations.  We have a proven track 
record in: 
·  Program and Project Management; 
·  ERP Implementation; 
·  IT and Web/Internet Strategies and Management; 
·  Vendor Management; 
·  Business Process Mapping/Redesign; 
·  Change Leadership 
·  Strategic Sourcing; 
·  Provision of Systems Integration; and 
·  Outsourcing and Services advice. 
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Round 3 
 

12th April 2008  
 
Firsts:  Melbourne Red Mercury Firsts 10 Souths 44  
Tries: Bob Windle, Peter Smith  
 
 
 
Colts:  Melbourne Clearview Colts 5 Moorabbin 41 
Try: Rupert Blunden  
 
Pretty much the full Colts squad was available for this 
match which produced an unexpectedly disappointing 
result. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melbourne Colts allowed the opposition to run in 7 tries 
which created an extremely flattering scoreline in 
Moorabbin’s favour. 
 
Undoubtedly 
however they were 
the stronger and 
deserved winners of 
a hard fought match.  
We got off to a slow 
start conceding 2 
tries in under 10 
minutes with 
Moorabbin needing 
 to wait until added on time at the end of the 1st ½ before 
they went over again following a lapse of concentration 
when a tap penalty in the corner was not defended.   
 
The 2nd ½ saw a similar pattern with 1 early try then 3 
more at the death.  Unbelievably, for the remainder of 
the match it was difficult to see which was the better 
team.�

  
There were periods of sustained Melbourne pressure and 
during one of them Melbourne scored a well worked try 
from a line-out close to the Moorabbin line dotted by Rupert 
Blunden.  Without a doubt the difference between the sides 
was the size and power of the big Moorabbin forwards, 
backs and some poor tackling technique from the 
Melbourne Colts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Colts should not be disheartened by this performance 
and better is undoubtedly to come from them.  To have 
fought so gainfully and still let in 7 tries should not be taken 
lightly but strangely there were a lot of good performances 
to be taken from this game. 
 
 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne Red Mercury Seconds 43 Souths 7 
Tries: Simon Blair, Anton Pilli, Jason Bonne, Bus, Lewis 
Goals: Anton Pilli 4  
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Thirds:  Melbourne ICS Thirds 31 Cerberus 15 
Tries:Rob Weaver 3, Michael Brown, Simon Webster 
Goals: Rob Acteson 2, Tyrone Mitchell  
 
It is not often that a round three match is seen as ‘make 
or break,’ but in a shortened season, sitting mid table 
with one victory from two games, Cerberus loomed as a 
big danger. 
 
After a gallant, yet 
disappointing loss to 
Powerhouse the 
week before, the 
boys set about their 
task at training, and 
showed the spirit 
that defines the term 
‘Rowzy.’ 
 
As a brutal Thursday night session unfolded, punctuated 
by bone jarring tackles and bloodthirsty aggression, it 
became apparent that this team wanted redemption. 
 
The game began well, with Big Al turning up sober.  He 
promised us at least 25 minutes, but he delivered at 
least 25 tackles. Up front, we faced a taller, fitter and 
heavier pack, but our courage at the breakdown, led by 
our enforcer B-Rad, had our opponents backing off from 
the beginning. 
 
Webby was entering the fray with knees higher than a 
galloping giraffe, his second efforts inspiring a display of 
counter rucking that first graders would be proud of. 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our fatties Rich and Matt gave us the stability to 
dominate the set piece, and as they closed down the 
fringes. 

  
Our ageless flanker Grant moved across the park like a 
stealth assassin, loose balls his prey.  Debutant Ryan, gave 
us some much needed grunt, while replacements like John 
and Kingy kept up the aggression when they got a turn. 
 
Even though his pack couldn’t understand a word, Frazer 
had another ripper, supplying the svelte Tyrone with clean 
phase ball.  Linking with his centres, T had Browny moving 
faster at outside centre than we’ve seen in 4 years of firsts, 
while our crashing hit-men JT and ‘crazy’ Wayne Ward took 
yards at will.   
 
Out the back, Rob Weaver dropped everything thrown at 
him until a shrieking spray from Coach Boyesy awakened 
the sleeping tiger, and runaway tries followed.  Robby the 
Goaly ran hard on one wing, toeing the ball like a young 
Justin Fashanu, while Hugh bashed his way down the other 
side with complete disregard for his own safety, attacking 
the space between his opponent’s eyes.  
 
I can’t remember what the final score was, and I don’t care 
who scored the tries. What I remember from Round 3 at 
Cerberus is a team that in the last 10 minutes defended 
their line desperately, and continually put their bodies on 
the line, even though they had an unassailable lead.   
 
When I took on the third grade coaching Job, I was worried 
that I would be coaching a group that weren’t serious, 
weren’t competitive and weren’t hard…as it turns out, I had 
nothing to worry about! Go the mighty Thirds! 
 
3 pts – Webby 
2 pts - Sean 
1 pt – Wardy and Johnny 
�
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Under 12s:  The Under 12s played in a 10s competition. 
Results were:  
 
Match 1: Melbourne 15 Eltham 5 
Tries: Henry, Jordan  
 
Match 2: Melbourne 27 Box Hill B 0 
Tries: Henry 2, Sam, Will, Paddy  
 
Match 3: Melbourne 15 Moorabbin A 5 
Tries: Henry 2, Will  
 
On Saturday we played in the "Junior Tens 2008" 
competition.  There were three matches and the finals 
next week.  
 
First match was against Eltham we won 15 -5  
 
Henry scored two tries along with Jordan who scored 
one try.  
 
We stopped a try, from a penalty on the line by stopping 
the ball from being placed cleanly in the try zone.  They 
were a much bigger side but we managed some great 
tackles stopping Eltham from defeating us. 
 
 Most of the first match was rucking and one or two 
malls the ball was most of the time just moving a couple 
of meters at a time but occasionally the team in 
possession of the ball would get a run a make ten-
twenty meters or go the whole way to the try zone. 
 
In the second match we won 27-nil against Box Hill-B.  
 
Henry scored two tries Sam scored one Will scored one 
and Paddy scored one.  
 
The game consisted of a few scrumages, less rucks and 
more malls. Box Hill-B had some bigger players but the 
majority were the same size as us, but less 
experienced.  
 
The last game we played the Moorabbin-A team and we 
won 15-5. Most of the opposition was bigger but we still 
prevailed over them.  
 
Henry scored two tries Will scored the other try. The 
game ended setting up a scrum caused by a faulty line 
out by Moorabbin. 
     
By Andrew Jack 12/4/08  
 

  

Round 2 

 
5th April 2008  
 
Third Grade 
 
Melbourne ICS Thirds 12 Powerhouse 34  
  
It was certainly a different feeling following the final whistle 
this week than it was after last weekend's champagne 
performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We managed to get off to a very slow start with PH running 
3 tries in around the outside of our defence before we really 
had a chance to get going. Fraser got us on the board with 
a converted try that slowed the game down approaching 
half time - although we could have turned around even 
further behind but for some great try saving tackles in the 
corner. 
  
Its a good thing that we 
had a large bench as 
many of the forwards 
came into the game as 
very late inclusions on 
Thursday night with no 
training behind them at all. 
Call-ups to higher grades 
meant that Webby had to 
start the game at 
loosehead, before 
switching to tighthead for a 
couple of scrums, before 
finally ending up in the 
second row.  
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Fitness showed in the second half with the Rowzy mix of 
age and experience trying to keep hold of a PH team 
that had some youth and speed out wide. Big thanks to 
Webby and the boys who answered late calls on 
Thursday night and Friday. Lets get down to training and 
get the season back on track against the Navy boys. 
  
3 - Webby 
2 - Tyrone 
1 - B-Rad  
 
Injury Update - Sam Bridgeford  
Those at the game would have seen the Rowzy 
Ambulance called into action late in the game to pick up 
Bridgy and deliver him to the Alfred. Bridgy dislocated 
his hip during a highly ambitious manoeuvre where he 
did the splits while a large bloke sat on him. The guys at 
the Alfred admisnistered some Jungle Juice, put the hip 
back in and admitted him overnight, but he is now back 
at home on the sofa for 6-8 weeks watching Foxtel and 
playing on the X-box. Major thanks to Pete the physio 
who diagnosed in 10 seconds what it took 3 doctors 15 
minutes and an x-ray to confirm. 
 
 
 
Colts 
 
Melbourne Clearview Colts 22 Eltham 18 
 
A disjointed run-up to our opening game did not stop the 
Melbourne Colts from recording a win in their 1st league 
game of the season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emergency 2nd rows performed amazingly well and the 
efforts of all our pack and especially the back row, 
meant that there was enough ball for our backs to 
trouble the Eltham team throughout the match. 
 

  
 
Giving away massive height and weight advantage did not 
dent the team spirit.  Throughout the match there was great 
backs handling and individual line breaks, which gave us 3 
tries scored by Brent Smith, John Hall and Paul 
McConnichie.  However, the difference between the 2 sides 
was the place kicking of Brent Smith.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was a victory put down to commitment and a never 
say die attitude and the whole squad should take the praise 
– well deserved. 
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JUNIOR TRAINING 
 
Junior training is back on Orrong Park at 5:30PM every 
Thursday. 
 
This week:  Shorts and socks will be handed out at 
training.  
 
 
 

Sponsor’s BBQ 

 

Date Change!! 
 

Red Mercury BBQ   
 
Red Mercury is a specialist 
Business to Business 
telecommunications sales 
company, established in 
early 2006 as an operating 
small business channel for 
Vodafone.  As a partner of 
Vodafone, Red Mercury is 
working to rapidly grow 
market share with the full 
support of Vodafone in the 
Small and Medium 
Enterprise and small 
corporate segments.   
 
Red Mercury's field sales team is approximately 60 
strong covering all major eastern and southern states. 
 
When:  10th May 12.30pm -2.45pm 
Where:  Club house 
 
This is followed by the first home game of the season – 
Melbourne Vs Box Hill. 
 

  

�
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We will be holding the 1st Fifteen Jersey Auction as 
during the Red Mercury BBQ. 
 
The 1st Fifteen Jersey Auction offers you the 
opportunity to have your name embroidered on the 
sleeve of your favourite 1st Grade jersey (No’s 1 – 
15). 
 

 
At seasons end, your jersey will 
be signed by the coaching staff 
and all 1st Grade players and 
presented to you.   

 
 
To get your name on a 1st Fifteen Jersey you need to 
be the highest bidder at the 1st Fifteen Jersey 
auction. 
 

 
 
2008 Membership  
 
Your membership is the backbone of the club, and to make 
it easier for you to join the club, we have an online system.  
Simply go to www.melbournerugby.com.au  and follow 
the links to register and pay for membership subscriptions 
all on-line, in one easy step. 
 
So get online and support your club! 
 
Senior Player $250 
Colts Player - F/T student U23  $180 
Junior Player $140 
Clubhouse Member $60 
Team Coach or Manager $60 
President’s Club Gold Membership $500 
President’s Club Silver Membership $250 
 
Family Membership $250 
Includes both parents and plus all junior players 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Pay Online 
Now!!!  
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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