UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rughy Union Football Club

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 5 — 24" April 2008, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

7 \

CLEARVIEW

CONSTRUCTIONS: ~ Fred

President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

It was not a good weekend for Melbourne for
our first home game back at Romanis
Reserve. The Thirds put up a good fight and
only went down by 4 points. Our Under 12
represented Melbourne in the semi finals of the
junior Ten-A-Side competition and did us
proud.

This weekend, so get down and support the
club at Harlequins. | hope to see you all on
Saturday.

Cheers,

This Weekend

Round 5 - 26th April

3:15PM: First Grade - Harlequins v Melbourne
1:30PM: Second Grade - Harlequins v Melbourne
12Noon: Third Grade - Harlequins v Melbourne

Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60
H12)

V o i
ics

CLEANING

1:30PM: Colts Grade - Boroondara v Melbourne

John Gardiner Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn East
(Melways 59 F3)

Juniors

9:00 Under 8 Melbourne (Blue) v Powerhouse (White)
9:00 Under 8 Melbourne (Green) v Powerhouse (Green)
9:00 Under 10 Melbourne v Melton

Wyndham City RUC
Mossfiel Reserve, Heaths Rd
Hoppers Crossing, Mel Ref: 206 G2

9:00AM: Under 12 - Footscray v Melbourne

Henry Turner Memorial Reserve, Cnr Farnsworth Av &
Myers Rd Footscray (Melways 42 C1)

Junior’s Night

Junior Night — A night
dedicated to our juniors and
their families, full details to
be advised.

We will be holding a BBQ after junior training on Thursday
May 1% at 6.30pm. All parents, players, and families are
welcome. It will be a great night to meet everyone and join
in the community atmosphere of Melbourne rugby.
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President’s Club

The President’s Club is a sub organization of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club and is heavily
patronised by the club stalwarts. The President’s Club
holds three (3) luncheons each season to coincide with
Club home games. The luncheons are the ideal
corporate hospitality events with notable guest
speakers, plenty of good conversation and a good time
is had by everyone. Past speakers have included
sporting personalities, as well as government and
business leaders.

April 19 ™ _ 1st President's Club Lunch
Melbourne Vs Moorabbin game

May 31 — 2nd President’s Club
Lunch Melbourne Vs
Boroondara game

September 6 " _ 3rd President’s

Club Lunch Melbourne
Barbarians Vs Harlequin Souths
game
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19" April 2008

Firsts: Melbourne 21 Moorabbin 38
Tries: Jarrod Magee, Jackson Hill

Colts: Melbourne 5 University 24
Try: Charlie Cruikshank

Seconds: Melbourne 5 Moorabbin 57
Try: Scott Morgans

Thirds: Melbourne 17 Moorabbin 21
Tries:Mitch Hardisty, Jason Taylor, Liam Blankenberg
Goals: Liam Blankenberg

Tries - Mitch Hardisty, JT, Liam Blankenberg
Goals - Liam Blankenberg

The short version of the weekend's events was that we
were let down by our kicking - both some aimless kicking
from hand and a couple of missed conversions that were
the difference on the scoreboard. Other than that there
were some great performances all around the park - and
we were unlucky not to come away from the game with all
the points.
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The day got off to a very slow start, with the referee
deciding not to turn up at all. Ref Justin (scheduled for
the 2s game) arrived about 30 minutes after our
scheduled midday kickoff, and helped us out by offering
to ref our game first and then do the 2s after. This meant
a reduction to 30 minutes each way, but to be honest we
were just glad to get started.

The game was

close, but the Rowzy

boys were always

playing catch

up after kicking away

possesion to a

Moorabbin team that

has plenty of gas out

wide and were more

than happy to throw the ball around in broken play. In
fact all 3 of their tries came from situations where we
turned the ball over to them.

We had many positives - the forwards again had a
storming game with Webby and the Fat Salmon
crashing through rucks to provide good quality ball to
the backs. The scrums were again pinching opposition
ball, and Hamish was towering in the lineouts. The
backline was missing 4 starters from the Cerberus
game, but still looked very effective with the ball in hand
depite limited practice time and were putting in big hits
all over the park, Carl and Laingy Jr really standing out.
Mitch Hardisty scored his first try for Melbourne in only
his second outing to remove himself from the end of
year nudie run list. Liam also got over in the corner,
and added the 2 points himself with probably the
toughest kick of the game.

JT also fell over for a try after substitute Benny
Stammers did all of the hard work and offloaded to the

captain about a yard from the line. The subs all put in good
performances - notably Stirlo, who really took the game to
Moorabbin in his first appearance of the season, and Brad
O'Neill in his Rowzy debut who tested out his suspect ribs a
number of times. If they weren't broken before, | would
guess that they probably are now.

We had chances right up to the last play of game, and the
final whistle was a disappointment as | thought we were a
real chance to grab another try and all of the points.

Well done to all the lads that turned up for us (another more
than full bench of 13), and lets stick one over on Quins next
weekend.

Points:

3 - Carl Forrest

2 - Rich Ferguson
1 - Stirlo

Matt Allanson played his final game for MRUFC on
saturday following some medical advice that being a prop
really isn't too good for your health. Thanks for all your hard
work in the front row (and at Smorgy's) and we look forward
to seeing you on the hill for a beer.
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Juniors

19" April 2008

Under 12

This weeks report by Will Bracegirdle:

On Saturday the U12's lost 24 to 5 in the semi of the
Tens to Northern.

We didn't play too well. Our best player was Hutch who
scored a try and made lots of tackles.

Our opposition was big, but that wasn't the problem. Our
problem was that we didn't tackle properly, our forwards
were not clearing out and we were not passing the ball.
Too many times we made runs without looking to see if
there were players to pass the ball. other than that we
can improve over the season.

Under 10

Saturday was the first match of the season for the
Melbourne Under 10s team. With most of last year's
successful U10 team moving up to U12 they faced a big
challenge in taking on Endeavour Hills, team who had been
their hardest opposition from the 07/08 season.

The game started with a nervous first five minutes with
Endeavour Hills running in two unanswered tries but then
the preseason training seemed to kick in. Tackles started to
stick and passes went to hand and before long Melbourne
had equalised and began trading tries with Endeavour Hills.

Last year's U10 provided a strong base with Aaron in the
forwards proving impassable, Sam controlling from the
base of the scrum and Finn regularly outpacing the
opposition as the game's top try scorer. Harrison, Ollie and
Stephen showed that they will be forces to be reckoned
with this season, not taking a backward step in defence and
proving very hard to bring down in attack. Melbourne U10s
had their work cut out for them but never weakened against
a relentless Endeavour Hills attack, putting their bodies on
the line in each tackle. In return, a novice but committed
backline of Campbell, Jack, Puis and Hamish showed
speed and courage in running the ball back at the
opposition.

Russell was a great example in attack, completely unfazed
by a couple of hard impacts, he would quickly rejoin the line
for the next phase. Tim and Fred played like veterans with
some incisive runs adding to Melbourne's try list and Fred
picked up the coach's award of player of the day. In the
final seconds, Sam squeaked in for his first try for
Melbourne to complete a convincing win for the team
against their traditionally tough rivals, 9 tries to 5.

This was a true team performance from a well drilled side
that showed skill, discipline and commitment from every
player, thanks in no small part to Kerry's expert instruction
and leadership. We can look forward to an exciting season
ahead.

Under 8 Blue

The u8 MRU Mighty Blues' (MB) put on an exciting
spectacle against Eltham Yellow (EY) for the first game of
2008. Although EY scored early, MB pushed hard and
Lachlan, Ted, Nicholas passed and ran well to help Oscar
put us on the board.
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Tom did exceptionally well on and off the field by
showing great encouragement to some less confident
team members. As did first time rugby players Ethan,
Massimo (Greg had to step in to peel him off from the
top of a EY player), Thomas, Angus and James.

In all, the u8 Mighty Blues did the club proud. This would
not have been possible without the dedication of Coach
Greg and Nick! Great work MB!

Evonne Grosso

Under 8 Green

The Melbourne Unicorns Under 8 Greens 19/04/08

Ben Beagley, Hugo Hayman, Angus Mclindoe, Laughlin
Moeller, Ethan O’'Brien, Jack Stapleton and Christopher
Webster.

What a wonderful kick-off to the season! The mighty
Greens had a terrific game on Saturday morning against
Southern Districts. The Greens are a new group of
players together and yet played like they are well into
‘the groove’. The parents on the side line were thrilled to
see such a lively, forward, running game of rugby from
the boys as they took to the paddock for the first time in
2008.

The addition of two new members, Jack and Angus,
made a solid impact on the boys who really worked as a
team. They kept the ball alive and ran straight with
aggression and hunger! There was a very clear line of
attack and then again in defense. The boys passed the
ball to each other and supported each other after each
tag. Chrissy was the everywhere man and worked hard
to maintain possession. Laughlin displayed his flare for
rugby again, proving himself to be a determined tagger
and was well supported by Ethan as he ducked and
weaved his way through the opposition. Hugo and Jack
had fun passing the ball between them as they made
ground and kept the ball in play. There was all round
terrific passing and cover defense. Ben's speed came in
handy again as he darted down the sideline! The boys
read the game well and were able to mark their
opposing players and ensure our line wasn't crossed too
many times!

We will work on our ball-takes and line-out throws this week
at training and make sure we are tagging correctly around
the opposing player’s hips.

There were some exciting signs from this game that our
boys are playing running rugby and are set for a
successful, fun and exciting season. Thank you to Matt for
ably shepherding the boys and to Simon for being the
referee. Thank you also to Ben and Ethan for playing for
South’s as they were short a player. Great sportsmanship
boys.

Tries: Hugo 4, Ethan 3, Jack 2, Ben 1, Angus 1 and
Chrissy 1.

Ladies Lunch

The President’s Club will holding their annual ladies lunch
on May 3" at 12.30pm

Where: Club Rooms

When: 3™ May at 12.30pm
Cost: $35 for lunch

Who: Guest speakers “Outback
Body Scrubs”.

RSVP to Holly Ames 0411 052 043 or
hollyames4@yahoo.com.au
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JUNIOR TRAINING

Junior training is back on Orrong Park at 5:30PM every
Thursday.

Sponsor’s BBQ

Date Change!!

Red Mercury BBQ

Red Mercury is a specialist
Business to Business
telecommunications sales
company, established in
early 2006 as an operating
small business channel for
Vodafone. As a partner of
Vodafone, Red Mercury is
working to rapidly grow
market share with the full
support of Vodafone in the
Small and Medium
Enterprise and small
corporate segments.

Red Mercury's field sales team is approximately 60
strong covering all major eastern and southern states.

When: 10" May 12.30pm -2.45pm
Where: Club house

This is followed by the first home game of the season —
Melbourne Vs Box Hill.

2008 Membership

Your membership is the backbone of the club, and to make
it easier for you to join the club, we have an online system.
Simply go to www.melbournerugby.com.au  and follow
the links to register and pay for membership subscriptions
all on-line, in one easy step.

So get online and support your club!

Senior Player $250
Colts Player - F/T student U23 $180
Junior Player $140
Clubhouse Member $60
Team Coach or Manager $60
President’s Club Gold Membership $500

President’s Club Silver Membership $250

Family Membership $250
Includes both parents and plus all junior players

Pay Online
Now!!!
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MERQHARBIGE
Order your merchandise online!!!

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Scarf

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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