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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 5 – 7th May 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
It was a tough weekend at Quinns with some 
narrow losses to the First, Thirds and Colts.  
The Seconds had a great win scoring twice 
from good possession all game.  Defence was 
all critical in this game to keep the well drilled 
opposition out. 
  
This weekend we are at home again and the 
President’s Club will be holding their first 
luncheon of the season before the Melbourne 
Vs Boroondara game.  It should be a great day 
with plenty of good food and wine.  If you want 
to attend call George Law mobile 0408 463 
616. or book online. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

 
Your newsletter wants your photos! 

 
Email to :   
trevor.hutchings@melbournerugby.com.au 
 

  

Ladies Lunch 
 
The President’s Club will holding their annual ladies lunch 
on May 30th 12.30pm 
 

 
 
 
Where:  Club Rooms 
When:  30th May at 12.30pm 
Cost:  $50 for lunch  
Who:  Guest: Plunkett Fowles 
Winery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RSVP to Holly Windle 0411 052 043 or email 
hollywindle@yahoo.com.au 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 9 th May��
 
12noon: Third Grade - Melbourne v Boroondara  
1:30pm: Colts Grade - Melbourne v Northern  
1:30pm: Second Grade - Melbourne v Boroondara  
3:10pm: First Grade - Melbourne v Boroondara  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 
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President’s Club 
 
The President’s Club is a sub organization of the 
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club and is heavily 
patronised by the club stalwarts.  The President’s Club 
holds three (3) luncheons each season to coincide with 
Club home games.  The luncheons are the ideal 
corporate hospitality events with notable guest 
speakers, plenty of good conversation and a good time 
is had by everyone.  Past speakers have included 
sporting personalities, as well as government and 
business leaders. 
 

·  May 9th – 1st President’s Club Lunch 
������  Melbourne Vs Boroondara 
game 

�
·  July 11th  – 2nd President’s Club 

Lunch �������� Melbourne Vs 
Harlequin game 

 
·  August 15 th –  3rd President’s 

Club Lunch ������� Melbourne 
Barbarians Vs Southern Districts 
game 

 
 
 

Round 3 
 

2nd May2009 
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 12 Harlequins 17 
Tries: George Lynn, Jarrad Magee 
Goals: Lotu Aiuta  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
Colts:  Melbourne 12 Harlequins 19 
Tries: Chris Ling 2 
Goals: Ben Stokes  
 
Following a pre match shirt presentation carried out by Club 
President Jed and a number of Life Members, as well as a 
pep talk from the 1st’s Head Coach Mitch, the Colts looked 
fired up and ready to go for their first outing of the season 
against their rivals from Harlequins. However they were just 
as fired up as us and they started the game at a great pace 
and put us on the back foot. However we weathered the 
storm and were starting to control possession and position 
when a charge down kick in midfield was turned into a 7 
point deficit.   
 
We did not panic and continued to recycle the ball well but 
the Quins defence was outstanding and was as solid as a 
brick wall. Even though we had the lion’s share of the ball 
and territory we were not able to threaten their line. Our 
backs looked the stronger but over and over we could not 
get the last pass away. Then on the stroke of half time, 
against the run of play, we conceded one more, of far too 
many, free kicks and penalties and this time from the quick 
tap we missed a tackle in the centre’s and found our selves 
a second score down. 
 
The pattern of play for the second half was the same as the 
first with the balance of territory and ball with us and 
resolute defence and counter from the opposition. Mid way 
through the half we conceded a third try from another quick 
free kick during Quins only venture into our 22 in the whole 
of the second half. This meant against the balance of play 
we were 19 points adrift and only 20 minutes of play to go.  
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Finally our handling started to improve and 2 well 
worked tries later we were back in the game but it would 
be too late to get a third as the Quins defence still stood 
tall to deny us. Well played by Quins who never backed 
down or buckled but there was a lot of good to take from 
this game and plenty to work on for us to improve so we 
are still optimistic for the coming weeks.” 
 

 
 
�

  
Seconds: Melbourne 27 Harlequins 19 
Tries:Anton Pilli 2, Jon Kastelan, Alex Stott 
Goals: Eric Fransella 2 
Penalty: Eric Fransella  
 
Going into this game with virtually the same squad for the 
third week in a row, it became evident early that Harlequins 
were a well drilled team with good structure and some 
skilled players. Our ability to control the possession and a 
strong defensive effort, would be required if we were to be 
competitive. We lost Ritchie Armstrong early with what 
looked like a broken collarbone and he was replaced with 
Axe at inside centre.   
 
Some poor defence lead to Quinns first try but we soon 
rallied and after some sustained pressure from the forwards 
JK was over in the corner. Solid forward play was again 
rewarded by a penalty goal to Eric and soon afterwards 
good backline play and support work led to a great try to 
Stotty, who was having his best game so far this season. At 
halftime only a point separated the two teams and we 
needed to slow the game down and control the possession 
and make no mistakes.  
 
Strong efforts from Stirlo, Brian Roberts and Tom O'Brien 
at the breakdown allowed Morrissey, Hocks and Capey to 
take on the line with some great runs that opened the 
defense for the backs to take charge. Strong running from 
Axe saw him score a great try and just when we looked like 
we had control Quinns took advantage of some loose play 
in our red zone and scored under the posts to again make it 
a one point game. Composure was now needed and the 
forwards rose to the occassion with Bully ,Brian and Mitch 
leading the way.  
 
After some sustained pressure and some good lead up 
work from Gerdus, Axe split the defense and scored in the 
dying minutes. Eric converted and the game was won 27-
19. A gutsy effort from a gutsy team.Congratulations to 
Brian Roberts 3, Stotty 2 and Axe and Sterlo 1 point each. 
 
 
 
Thirds:   
Melbourne 10  
Harlequins 15 
Tries:Jeremy Angelier 
Goals: Keira Czarnota  
Penalty: Keira Czarnota 
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Under 12  
 
Wyndham City v Melbourne   Hoppers Crossing 
 
Wyndham City 27 Melbourne 12  (Tim Davis 2 
tries, Will Bracegirdle 1 goal) 
 
The season opener, and the boys arrived at downtown 
Hoppers Crossing full of their usual bravado, despite 
being well down on numbers, as six players had more 
pressing engagements. 
 
The Competitive Twelve (CT) ran out against a full 
strength Wyndham and immediately won the battle of 
wits by only allowing the opposition a five man pack and 
depowering the scrums. Unfortunately, that battle 
severely crippled the CT who then decided to switch off 
for the rest of the half. 
 
Numerous tackles were missed, balls were not kicked 
out and some poor options taken on the rare occasions 
we got our hands on the ball. Wyndham ran in four tries 
to lead 20 – nil at halftime. 
 
The CT woke up after twenty minutes of chasing the 
pigskin (sounds better than polyvinylchlorideskin) and a 
tongue lashing from Spiros and Tony Booth. Felix 
Dunphy did some great work around the breakdown 
securing ball that we gave up in the first half. An 
Andreas chip and chase, then toed ahead and he was in 
the clear, another boot to the ball went a too far and 
over the dead ball line for a near miss. 
 
We kept the pressure on with some great tackling in  
 

  
close, Oliver Rich getting stuck in, and Wyndham were 
showing signs of tiring. Some good chain passing got the 
ball to Tim Davis who showed great speed to score under 
the posts. Our part time Centre Half forward then showed 
how not to drop kick, missing the conversion. Some strong 
work by the forwards and good close passing by Will B and 
Andreas put Tim Davis away again. The try was converted 
and the CT were back in the game. 
 
Wyndham got their hand s back on the ball and started to 
exert some pressure, but twice were denied by some great 
cover tackling by James Georges at fullback. Weight of 
numbers got Wyndham a late try, but with a couple of 
penalties to Melbourne and some quick tap kicks the ball 
got to Dunphy who mad a great run from 40 metres  out 
only to be stopped short. 
 
The second half showed great determination by the CT and 
augurs well for the future. 
 
Lessons from the game: 

·  Support the ball carrier, don’t stop and watch. 
·  Move up in defence, cut down the attackers’ time 

and space. 
·  Don’t throw panic passes. If support is not better 

positioned than you, take the tackle and recycle the 
ball. 

·  Forwards body height needs to be much lower to 
effectively clean out and tackle. 

·  Tackling. 
·  Kicking must be effective to gain ground or regain 

possession. 
 
 
 
Under 10 
 
Our first outing of the season was a long road journey to 
sunny Melton, which can be best summed up as an 
interesting experience for both players & officials. 
Without delving into the merits of both the VRU decision to 
have us play out there and the organisation of the match 
day, our Un10 squad played against two teams in the same 
game, with each opposition team playing 5 to 7 minutes in 
each half. This added to the confusion of how our team 
played its first game of the season and which did not aid 
the learning process for the 9 year olds playing in their first 
game of full contact Rugby. 
  
Despite adversary our whole squad acquitted itself 
remarkably well scoring some splendid tries with our 
speedy wingers get on the end of some great passing 
moves form the eager and never say die forwards.  
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Our experienced players from last year made some 
remarkable tackles against powerfully built opposition 
players and this invigorated the rest of the squad to 
tirelessly chase every possession and opportunity. 
It was great to see our two girls play so well and indeed 
the opposition teams also had some young girls playing 
attacking and fast paced rugby. Well done to Kate and 
Millicent. 
  
In conclusion for a squad that has only recently come 
together this was a great start to the season and training 
on Thursdays will be focusing on tackling, body 
positioning, straight line running and passing over the 
next few weeks. This squad has great potential and will 
grow in confidence with every game they play. We will 
be eagerly supporting them over the coming weeks as 
they acquaint themselves with physical demands of the 
full contact game while raising their skill and fitness 
standards. 
A special word of thanks to our coaching team in Simon 
Webster and Miles Cunningham, also very proud 
parents of players on the squad and to the Team 
managers for getting the team so well kitted out in their 
new jerseys. 
  
See you all next Saturday at Romanis 
 
 
 
Under 8 Greens 
 
The U8 Greens made a fantastic start to the 2009 
season in their match against Footscray.  The boys had 
come to the game with all guns blazing - ready to use 
the skills they have practiced in training, out on the field. 
The result was some great rugby with strong, 
coordinated team work as well as some fabulous 
individual efforts.  
 
On the attack, all of the boys had quick-hands with the 
ball and fast-feet to find gaps and use them. In general 
play, Ethan, Rupert and Bud provided great support, 
gaining and retaining possession and moving the ball 
around, creating space. Nicholas, Lachlan and Oscar 
ran hard and fast, always making good ground as well 
as making some spectacular runs for the line to score 
tries. In defence, the boys worked well following the play 
and tagging player-after-player. 
 
A fabulous effort by everyone, with a special mention 
going to Hugo, Laughie, Tom and Max who stayed in 
the thick of things, showing great commitment, 
communication and strength, particularly when some of  
 

  
the bigger Footscray players came barrelling towards them. 
 
All in all a great game and we look forward to seeing the 
boys develop throughout the season. A big thank you to 
those boys who helped the U8 Gold team when they were 
short of players, showing great sportsmanship and club 
spirit. 
 
 
 
2009 Membership  
 
Your membership is the backbone of the club, 
and to make it easier for you to join the club, we 
have an online system.  Simply go to 
www.melbournerugby.com.au  and follow the 
links to register and pay for membership 
subscriptions all on-line, in one easy step. 
 
So get online and support your club! 
 
Season 2009 membership costs are below:   

Senior Player $250 
Colts Player - F/T student U23  $180 
 
Note: all senior player memberships include club socks 
and shorts 
 
Junior Player $95 
 
Clubhouse Member $60 
Team Coach or Manager $60 
President’s Club Gold Membership $500 
President’s Club Silver Membership $250 
 
Family Membership $200 
Includes both parents and plus all junior players 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Pay Online 
Now!!! 
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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