UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 6 — 1% May 2008, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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CLEARVIEW

CONSTRUCTIONS: ~ Fred

President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

We had some mixed results over the weekend
at Harlequins with the First and Seconds losing
their matches but wins for the Thirds and
Colts.

This weekend, we are home at Romanis
starting with the Under 8s at 9.00am and
culminating with the Firsts at 3.15pm, so get
down and support the club.

| hope to see you all on Saturday.

Cheers,

This Weekend

Round 6 - 3rd May

9:00AM: Under 8s - Melbourne Blue v Melton
9:00AM: Under 8s - Melbourne Green v Footscray
9:35AM: Under 10s - Melbourne v Power House

Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High
St & Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6)

V o i
ics

CLEANING

12Noon: Third Grade - Melbourne v Endeavour Hills
1:30PM: Second Grade - Melbourne v Wyndham City
3:15PM: First Grade - Melbourne v Endeavour Hills
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St &
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6)

1:30PM: Colts Grade - Melbourne v Harlequins

Fawkner Park,Commercial Rd , South Yarra opposite the
Alfred Hospital(Melways 58 B4 or 2L C8)

9:00AM:Under 12s - Box Hill v Melbourne

Sparkes Reserve, Cnr Canterbury & Middleborough Rds,
Box Hill(Melways 47 G12)

The participation of players, parents, supporters and
friends is vital to the success of the Rugby club.

$% &

Merchandise Manager Colm Tarpey
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Ladies Lunch

Vo o
ics

CLEANING

International Cleaning Services (Australia) Pty Ltd is
responsible for the provision of cleaning and
maintenance services throughout Australia.

With over 43 years in the cleaning business and a
strong family business culture, International Cleaning
Services are able to provide the personal attention, and
understanding required to provide a “HASSLE FREE”"
environment for our clients.

A truly family owned Australian business, International
Cleaning Services demonstrates this point of difference
daily, through a consistent, close and proactive
relationship with many of the most prestigious
customers in Australia. These customers range from
international hotel groups, property management firms,
retail groups, government agencies, and high volume

transport systems.

Vital to the ongoing
success of the
business in the next 50
years is our people
and their belief in our
Company Values.

FREE CALL
1BD00D-444-484

The President’s Club will holding their annual ladies lunch
on May 3" at 12.30pm

4 . Where: Club Rooms
“. . When: 3% May at 12.30pm
- Cost: $35 for lunch
Who: Guest speakers “Outback
Body Scrubs”.

RSVP to Holly Ames 0411 052 043 or
hollyames4@yahoo.com.au

Sponsor’s BBQ

Red Mercury BBQ

Red Mercury is a specialist
Business to Business
telecommunications sales
company, established in early
2006 as an operating small
business channel for Vodafone.

Red Mercury's field sales team
is approximately 60 strong
covering all major eastern and
southern states.

When: 10" May 12.30pm -2.45pm
Where: Club house

This is followed by the first home game of the season —
Melbourne Vs Box Hill.
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26™ April 2008

Firsts: Melbourne 12 Harlequins 40
Tries: Mike Gibson and Andy Castleman
Conversion: Mike Gibson

Seconds: Melbourne 6 Harlequins 22
Penalties: 2 x Andy Castleman

Thirds: Melbourne 24 Harlequins 10

Tries: Tyrone Mitchell, Bobby Cotrell, Mike Brown, Rob
Acteson

Conversions: 2 x Rob Acteson

Colts: Melbourne 55 Boroondara O

Tries: Ben Stokes 4, Gerdus Buitendag 2, Anderson
Luk, Brent Smith, Chris Eldridge

Conversions: Brent Smith 3, Charlie Cruikshank 2

Melbourne Colts started to turn up on Saturday at 11.50
for a long warm up before a 1.30 kick off. That was the
only mistake they made all afternoon as no one had told
them that the kick off had been moved to 12 noon!!

By 12.15 we had enough players to start and
immediately showed our intent by some strong forward
play taking the ball from the kick off and driving up the
field and opening the defence so that Brent Smith could
go over under the posts.

Despite gallant defence from Boroondara this was the
pattern of play for the afternoon and tries from similar
play were scored at regular intervals. The lions share of
these going to Ben stokes who ran great lines to dot
down 4; Zac had scored 2 by half time from good
support play and may have scored more only he had to
leave the field suffering from blisters, the poor lamb!!

The other scores came from strong running and good
support with Anderson Luk and Chris Eldridge going
over. The conversions were hit and miss with only 5
going over from the 9 tries with skipper Charles
Cruickshank taking over the duties for the easy ones
just so he could get a better percentage than Brent
smith!!!

This was a good performance especially as the ref had to
blow up 15 minutes short to get the next match started and
with the MRC Colts rampant who knows what the score
could be. There was a debut for giant lock Matija Garic and
greatly improved technique shown by Campbell Brown,
Steve Glagau (lager) and Vlad Skipina. With this and the
concentration shown for the full match the Colts should
confident about being competitive against a strong
Harlequins Colts this weekend at Fawkner Park at 1.30 this
weekend.

Under 12s: Melbourne 0 Footscray 28

Under 10s: Melbourne 95 Melton 4

Melbourne U10's came out all guns blazing for their match
against Melton. The long weekend left a number of teams
struggling for numbers and Melton side could only field 6
players. Melbourne reduced its number on the field to make
for a more balanced game. Melbourne didn't take long to
show that they meant business running in a try with almost
the first touch of the ball.

A wide range of Melbourne players took advantage of the
extra space on the pitch to score a series of unanswered
tries. Campbell (4 tries & the coach's player of the match)
left the opposition for dead on numerous occasions taking
the outside line for the corner in true winger fashion. Finn (6
tries) finished as top try scorer again, running tries in from
all over the field. Sam (4 tries) showed some good lines of
running and a new found ability to shrug off tackles.
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Under 10s: Melbourne 95 Melton 4

Hamish (1 try) captained the team and posted his first
try for Melbourne U10's with a determined run through
the opposition's defences. Harrison (1 try) showed how
to convert strength and power into points, brushing off
all Melton attempts to pull him down before the line.
Melton never gave up and managed to escape
Melbourne's defensive line 4 times to keep their
supporters excited. Although not appearing on the score
sheet this week, Russell and Stephen were in the thick
of it with great running and passing along with strong
defence.

As usual, Aaron (1 try) kept popping up as the last line
of defence pulling down the opposition before they could
cross the Melbourne line. George (1 try), in his debut for
the Melbourne U10's added a try to his strong defensive
display. In the end, Melbourne had managed to score 19
tries to Melton's 4. There is still some work to be done
on their tackling and passing but the Melbourne U10's
continue to build on the promise they showed in their
opening win last week.

Under 8 Green:

Well, what an early start to the weekend — nothing like
driving an hour for half an hour’s rugby match! But it was a
fun morning and the boys played with a terrific spirit and
displayed excellent sportsmanship again. We were to play
Powerhouse but unfortunately they had only 5 players,
instead of two teams. So after much discussion and
reorganising, the game began against the Greens and it
was a great example of Walla Rugby.

The Greens ended up playing a long half against
Powerhouse and then waiting 20 mins until we played
another half against the Unicorn Blues.

Lote Tiquiri has clearly been training with Jack after seeing
his massive kick off to begin the game! It took us a while to
adjust (perhaps delayed jet lag?!) but once we’'d switched
on there was plenty to be proud of.

The boys showed terrific determination and commitment to
tagging. Laughlin and Hugo were everywhere and
consistently following the ball and tagging player after
player. A tremendous effort. There was a clear line of
defence and we were thrilled to see the boys coming up on
the opposition and tagging them straight away. Chrissy
and Angus proved very worthy defenders and then spread
the ball wide as soon as they were able to steal the
possession. There were some exciting tries scored, with
lots of diagonal running for the corner and boys finding
gaps and using them. Ben loves to head for the corner and
crossed the line for a try, and there was some awesome
team support as Ethan dived across the line for his tries.
Hugh did a great job staying with the line of attack and
supporting his team. It was his first Unicorns game and he
did an excellent job.

We will work on spreading out when in defence and not
crowding each other when we have the ball. (Must be
eagerness to touch ‘the pill’ this early on in the season!)

As coaches, and as parents, we were delighted to see how
mature and sensible the Greens were when they played
our own Blue team. They were conscious of the size
difference and played with exceptional spirit and
sportsmanship. Very impressive lads!

Tries: Ben 1, Chrissy 2, Ethan 2, Hugo 2, Jack 3, Laughlin
2.
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Under 8 Blue:

Last weekend the mighty blues under 8 team travelled
across the Westgate to Wyndham City to play against
Powerhouse black.

With it being the long weekend the parents did well to
get our team there. Unfortunately Msassimo had to pull
out late due to gastro but we thank his father for driving
all the way out to drop off the jumpers.

Powerhouse turned up with 3 players to play us and 4 to
play the Greens, so they combined and our under 8
groups played half a game each against Powerhouse
combined. Whilst we were waiting our turn to play, we
divided our team up and had a quick practice game.

Nick and Bernie managed to keep them in line enough
to get some benefit out of the game. When we took the
field against Powerhouse the boys played very well.

We had been working on long passing after the tag and
this paid off with several tries being scored and none
better than the long pass from new player Felix to a
rampaging Nicholas to score a try.

Ted and Oscar were very committed in defence and
James managed to make 2 good tags in between
chasing butterflies and watching planes.

Angus spent a bit of time not happy on the sideline but
when he entered the field he made some barnstorming
runs and Thomas was also at his evasive best scoring a
nice try. Ethan defied his Scottish heritage by playing a
running game and Lachlan our little “Michael Lynagh
look alike” tagged and ran well.

After our half against Powerhouse we played an extra
10 minutes against the greens and then both teams
joined in for a stirring rendition of “Whao’s that man with
the big red nose”. We then finished the day off with a
bonding session by trashing the Hoppers Crossing
McDonalds.

A great day had by all and we look forward to our first
home game of the season on Saturday.

Pay Subs Online
Now!!!

Social Calendar 2008

May 10th: Trivia Night -
7pm at the clubhouse. Not
just your average trivia
night, highly entertaining
and great fun!

June 15th: Irish BBQ -1pm
Following the Wallabies v
Ireland game, hopefully we
will be celebrating!

July 26th: 10 year Premiers Reunion . Sit down lunch
for the players and supporters of the winning team 10
yrs ago. 12.30pm

August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic— Champagne,
deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! Perfect way to watch
rubgy!

August 16th: Junior Night — End of season
celebrations, details tba.

November 16th: Golf Day, details to be advised.

December 6th: Christmas BBQ 1pm at clubhouse
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MERQHARBIGE
Order your merchandise online!!!

% g " # (
# 0% #*

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Scarf

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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