UNIGORN TALES

the official newsletter of the Melbourne Rughy Union Football Club

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 6 — 14" May 2009, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

What a big day last Saturday at the club. |
started by watching the juniors display some
fancy footwork and great team spirit. |
followed this by a great lunch with some of the
stalwarts of the club. The season certainly is
well underway with plenty of good food and
wine. Toping this off with good wins by the
Seconds, Thirds, and Colts.

After the lunch | was treated to a spirited
performance from the First who display great
determination.

All'in all, a great day.

| hope to see you all on Saturday.

Cheers,

Your newsletter wants your photos!
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Email to :
trevor.hutchings@melbournerugby.com.au
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Ladies Lunch

The President’s Club will holding their annual ladies lunch
on May 30" 12.30pm

Where: Club Rooms
_ When: 30" May at 12.30pm
'+ Cost: $50 for lunch
Who: Guest: Plunkett Fowles
Winery

RSVP to Holly Windle 0411 052 043 or email
hollywindle@yahoo.com.au

This Weekend

Saturday 16th May

Firsts, Seconds and Thirds have a Bye
1:30pm: Colts Grade - Melbourne v Boroondara

John Gardiner Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn East
(Melways 59 F3)
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Last Weeks Results - 9th May

Firsts: Melbourne 5 Boroondara 17
Tries: Neil Walsh

Colts: Melbourne 32 Northern 17

Tries: Alex Pappas 2, Will Chambers 2,Nathan
Brosnahen, Rory Slatter

Goals: Ben Stokes 2

Seconds: Melbourne 32 Boroondara 18

Tries:Guides Buitendag 2, Anton Pilli, Eric Fransella, Chris
Eldridge, Jason Bonno,

Goals: Anthony Cape

Having lost Ritchie Armstrong with a dislocated shoulder
against Harlequins the previous week, we welcomed back
Browney to the 2nds and Axe back to fullback. Once again
we were able to name the same pack as the week before
with the exception of Jk who will be out of action for 6
weeks with study committments - so Stirlo to blindside and
Mitch to hooker. Boorandara had come to play and our lack
of intensity at the start gave Boorandara the early upper
hand.Stotty found himself facing an avalanche of big
Boorandara forwards coming straight at him in waves but
solid defense repelled most of the drives. A penalty goal
and try and conversion saw Boorandara take an early lead
before some slick backline work saw Axe put Jason away
for a great wingers try under the sticks which Capey
converted.

The forwards slowly shook off the cobwebs and started
ripping in with Tom O'Brien and Stirlo dominant. Bully came
face to face with some Samoan fists of fury before Mitch
came to the rescue, while Chunks frothed at the mouth on
the sideline, rueing being an unqualified linesman and
unable to report the brutal assault on his prop. Gerdus
decided to take the game by the scruff of the neck and ran,
tackled and terrorised the opposition whenever he could,
leading to a great try. Halftime we led 12-10 but we needed
to start well to gain the upper hand and early forward
pressure led to tries to Eric and Axe while Tom, Stirlo and
Brian Roberts dominated the broken play where Hocks,
Morrissey and Capey were able to punch holes in the
Boorandara defense, creating space for the backs and
further tries to Vag( Chris Eldridge) and Gerdus for his
second.

Our fresh reserves in Derek and Abo gave the forwards
renewed vigour in the final twenty while Hayden and
Haroon gave plenty of good support when needed. This
team works hard for each other and does the simple things
right - a good sign for the rest of the season. Congratulation
to Gerdus 3, Tom 2 and Stirlo 1 point Best and Fairest!!

Thirds: Melbourne 20 Boroondara 17

Tries: Michael Grahame, Rob Acteson, Drew Dalton
Goals: Keira Czarnota

Penalty: Rob Acteson
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Under 12
Melbourne 66 v Boorondara O

Tries: Tim Davis 2, Will Bracegirdle (Bracey) 2, Harrison
Vines (Tank) 2, Angus Tivey 2, Lachy Coltman, Andreas
Livadaras (Fev), Aaron Booth (Boothy), Jack Chapple
tries; Fev 2 goals, Bracey 1

The first home game of the season had the boys looking
forward to getting down and dirty at Orrong Park. With a
nearly full strength team this week, (no dancing,
sleepovers or scout jamborees) the boys were focused
to put in a good performance.

From the kick-off the boys exerted tackling pressure,
and were awarded a scrum on the Boorondara 22. A
strong scrum saw Bracey take of down a wide blind side
to score the first try after only two minutes.

Continued strong work from the forwards saw the backs
run in a procession of tries in the first half, Tim Davis,
Bracey (again), Lachlan Coltman after backing up,
Angus Tivey — who showed some determined running
on the right wing, Fev showing some stepping skills — to
think he used to be a Front Rower ( what was his father
thinking?), and then Angus again who ran onto a terrific
cut-out pass from Bracey to run in from 40 metres.

Half time came to the relief of all the players and the
referee who was awarding tries from the 22 by this time.
41 — 0 with only three of the tries converted, and they
were some of the harder kicks.

With the rain tumbling down now, it was the forwards
turn to use the ball. Fev was using his brain in the wet
and kicking long to keep Boorondara away from
Melbourne territory.

We were awarded a free kick 40 metres out. A quick tap
to the Tank on the charge, the rest of the pack got in
behind him, and down the field it rumbled, over the 22, it
looked like it was stopped, but then out the other side
came Harry with Oliver Rich and Boothy driving him
forward...... and OVER.

James Georges (Forrest Gump) made a terrific run
down the right side after some good passing from the
backs. Run Forrest, run.......... Forrest!.... Forrest!
Come Back!

Woops, the Dead Ball line is close, isn’t it. Forrest made
up for that with again showing the team how to tackle.

Jack Chapple and Tim Davis scored from close range, with
the forwards providing great drive to get Tim across the
line. Boothy then scored a well deserved try, grabbing the
ball in the lineout and diving through the defence.

In the closing moments, Melbourne were awarded a free
kick 5 metres from the Boorondara line. The forwards set
up for a rehearsed move, (remember the “Up the Jumper”
try), the ball was disguised and given to a charging Tank
who scored untouched.

A great reward for a terrific team effort, and a continuation
of the improved second half performance from last week.

This weeks lessons:

Correct tackling technique, no more jersey slinging

Bring mauls to ground to secure the ball

Move up in defence, cut down the attackers’ time and
space.

Fast hands will always beat the defender.

Know the dimensions of the field and its slopes

Practice goal kicking

Under 10
Melbourne Vs Powerhouse

On a wet and miserable Saturday morning at Romanis
Reserve the eager Unl0 charges reported early for duty
and were provided with their newly numbered jersey’'s for
the encounter against Powerhouse.

With a squad now 17 in strength, it was vital to get the
jersey numbering to match the names on the Team sheet
(which was now a single A4 sheet of soggy paper) to match
up and allow for a systematic approach to player rotations
over the two 20min halves. A soggy sheet of A4 paper and
an Artline 200 series pen do not work well together as was
evidenced. Feedback has been taken on board to acquire a
pencil for our next game in the wet!

Simon Webster and Miles Cunningham had the Squad
humming with  confidence following a carefully
choreographed warm up. Now wearing a jersey size
smaller than usual, our strategy was to make each player
appear to be bulging out of their jersey’s in order to
intimidate a powerfully built opposition.

Kick off was quickly upon us and Powerhouse completely
ignored our jersey sizing strategy and scored a number of
great tries with strong and straight running at our tacklers.
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Our 5 minute rotational approach saw the introduction of
some of last year's players and brought with it a
tightening of our defense and a counter attacking
capability. While stemming the tide of scoring against
us, the team tried valiantly to get some scores on the
board. Following a well worked move involving Millicent
Madsen, Hamish Mcllory, Kate Cunningham and the
hard running Stephen Wylie, a great opportunist try was
scored by Ethan O’'Brien (showing all the benefits of a
great Un8 campaign last year Ethan, that would have
given Dad & match referee Matt something to talk about
at Mothers Day lunch for Danielle).

Powerhouse stung by this great try and combined with
the vocal support coming from the Melbourne Rugby
Club supporters, they could feel a shift in the momentum
of the game. After a sustained period of attack from
Melbourne the Powerhouse Team stepped up a gear
and before half time had scored two more great tries to
stay ahead going into the break.

Under 8 Green

The wet morning did nothing to dampen the U8 Green's
enthusiasm as they prepared for their first home game
of the season, against Melton. And what a great game
all the boys had! From the start, team captain Laughlin,
stamped his mark on the game scoring a fabulous try
down the touch line, then following through with some
great supporting play and a terrific tagging effort. Our
new player, Calum, showed what a valuable player he
will be for the team getting amongst it from the start,
then playing another half with the U8 Golds. Rupert also
played a half with the U8 Golds then came back to the
Greens to play, as he always does, with terrific focus -
following the play and chasing and supporting his team
mates.

A highlight of the match was the boys' running and
evasion skills that provided for some great breaks in
attack. Special mentions go to Hugo (with a magnificent
goosestep), Nicholas (great ducking and weaving) and
Bud (with an excellent sidestep) and Tom (with his high
speed swerve) who caught the defence off balance to
get over the line. It seems Lachlan may well be seeking
to lull the opposition into a false sense of security by
skipping onto and off the paddock - but then running
straight, hard and fast when needed in the field of play.

In defence, Max and Oscar once again worked well to
provide a rock solid line, making great tags then getting
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back in position for the next phase of play. While there
were some great individual efforts both in defence and
attack and some great tries scored, the best play of the day
came late in the second half when the whole team moved
the ball from one touch line to the other with every player
passing accurately and catching cleanly, for an excellent
team try. Well done! If the boys keep working on looking for
support and passing the ball prior to being tagged, we will
see more great tries like this in the future.

L
Under 8 Gold

Certainly weather for rugby, or ducks, on arrival at Romanis
Reserve. Despite the MRUFC bbq getting off to a wobbly
start (the intended cooking device itself, not the fabulous
people literally trying to pull it together), the under 8 gold
team were on fire. Rekindling friendships with Melton who
we met just last week (but they did the drive this round) we
were set to go.

Thank you to both Rupert and Callum who gallantly
crossed from the pink cones to the yellow, for a half each to
help us out with extra numbers. And what a memorable
inaugural game for Tommy acting as Captain and leading
the way with lots of fabulous tagging.

Gus was everywhere, all the time, quite the workhorse
keeping our opponents at bay. Hayden was a tagging
machine, Liam had numerous great runs up the side lines,
and was unlucky to not score despite huge efforts. Ethan
orchestrated 2 spectacular tries, with his proud Dad
promising pocket money increases and dessert
improvements as a resultt Tom was determined and
focused. Rupert's dogged determination set up a couple of
tries and rewarded him in the first half. Callum kept the
opposition at bay focused in his defence throughout the half
(if memory serves correct it was Callum’s first game,
hurrah! 3 cheers!, if incorrect delete this bracket).

All'in all a great contest, lots of fabulous skills developing, a
hard fought game with rugby the winner on the day. Thanks
to Nick for his guidance and patience, and Hayden (and
Keith and Lynne) for providing oranges and snakes.

Tries: Rupert 1, Tom 2, Gus 3, Ethan 2.

(Please note the author has limited, if indeed any, grasp or
the game, rules, terminology, hyperbole or any other skill
required to justify role of filing match report.)
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MEROHARBIGE

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00
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New

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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