UNIGORN TALES
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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 7 — 8" May 2008, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.
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President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

What a big day last Saturday at the club. |
started by watching the juniors display some
fancy footwork and great team spirit. |
followed this by sharing lunch with some
spirited young ladies at the Ladies lunch. | had
a great time - sharing lunch with a couple of
old blokes, Zak and the boys from Red
Mercury and about 25 lovely ladies. Thanks to
Holly for organising the lunch and Laurie from
Outback Body Scrubs for presenting.

After the lunch | was treated to a spirited
performance from the First who display great
confidence and determination to chalk up an
overdue win to celebrate Carl and Tommy’s
birthdays and Anton’s 100th first grade game.
Well done to all.

After the game, we were treated to a
promotional BBQ from a couple of young
ladies who were offering samples of some fine
spirits. All in all, a great day.

This week we have Box Hill to contend with in
every grade and | am sure that we will give
them a touch up. Please come down and
enjoy a couple of Eric and Lee’s sausages and
a drink.
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Then please stay on for the trivia night. The
Thirds reckon that they are pretty unbeatable so
they must have forwards in their team. It will be a
great night so please get down and have some
fun. Again, thanks to Holly for organising the
night, it is wonderful to have such an active social
orgainiser.

Unfortunately, | will be away on Saturday so |
need a few people to cheer a little louder to make
up for my absence. Have a great day and go the

unicorns!!!!

Cheers,

This Weekend

Round 7 — 10 ™ May

9:00AM: Under 12 - Melbourne v Boroondara
12Noon: Third Grade - Melbourne v Box Hill
1:30PM: Second Grade - Melbourne v Box Hill
3:15PM: First Grade - Melbourne v Box Hill

Colts have a bye

Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St &
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6)
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Juniors
9:00AM: Under 8s - Melbourne Blue v Footscray G .
9:00AM: Under 8s - Melbourne Green v Power House MRU FC Tr1V]a N]ght

9:35AM: Under 10s - Wyndham City v Melbourne

Mossfiel Reserve, Heaths Rd, Hoppers Crossing
(Melways 206 F&G1)

Trivia Night
Are you smarter then a 3« Grader?

....then get a team together and take on the various ta-

bles of Rowzy's who are already booked in.

Where: Club Rooms II
When: 10th May at 7:00PM for 7:30PM Whatif | haven’t booked a team as yet???
Teams of 6-8 @$15 per head, this includes dinner, trivia No problem you can still book a team with either Boysey
and prizes. Individuals will be placed in teams on the e e el snols
mght' Will anyone know more useless facts & Trivia titbits then

. Mobbsy or Deadly Deccles let’s find out.....details
RSVP for catering by Thursday 8th to are as follows.

Holly Ames 0411 052 043

Sponsor Profile
L )

red mercury Ladies Lunch

The President’s Club will holding their annual ladies lunch
on May 3" at 12.30pm

Red Mercury is a specialist Business to Business
telecommunications sales company, established in early
2006 as an operating small business channel for
Vodafone. As a partner of Vodafone, Red Mercury is
working to rapidly grow market share with the full

Where: Club Rooms

When: 3" May at 12.30pm
Cost: $35 for lunch

Who: Guest speakers “Outback

support of Vodafone in the Small and Medium Body Scrubs™.
Enterprise and small corporate segments.

Red Mercury's field sales team is approximately 60 RSVP to Holly Ames 0411 052 043 or
strong covering all major eastern and southern states. hollyames4@yahoo.com.au
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3" May2008

Firsts: Melbourne 19 Endeavour Hills 15
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Tries: Mike Gibson, Tony Kastelan, Leighton Dougall
Conversions: Mike Gibson, Anton Pilli

Seconds: Melbourne 7 Wyndham City 20
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Colts: Melbourne 0 Harlequins 34

Under 10: Melbourne 0 Powerhouse 13

Jack led Melbourne Under 10s onto the field as captain
to face their toughest challenge of the season so far
when they lined up against Powerhouse.

This was the team's first
home match of the year and
confidence was high after
the team's convincing wins in
their first two matches. At the
same time the Powerhouse
came with a strong
reputation from last year's
competition. It didn't take
long for Powerhouse to take
the lead with a well drilled
side showing some mature
skills.

A flurry of tries early in the game left Melbourne chasing a
tough total. Melbourne put together some strong,
coordinated attacks but could not find a way past the
opposition defences, despite getting very close on several
occasions. A number of times Powerhouse managed to
strip the ball in the tackle and turn defence into attack to
add to their total.

Melbourne held together well and made Powerhouse fight
for every try with fewer conceded in the second half. In the
end it was not enough with Powerhouse finishing
convincing winners 13-0. There was plenty for the players
and supporters to be proud of and a number of valuable
lessons that will add to the team's remarkable development
so far this year. James picked up the coaches player of the
day award for continuing to take the ball up against a
sizeable forward pack. Melbourne Under 10's will take
great pleasure in taking on Powerhouse again later this
season, with a determination to turn the tables.

|
Under 8 Green:

It was very exciting to be playing at our home ground on
Saturday and it clearly had a good impact on our players!
Footscray lined up, with quite a few talented girls in their
team, and made for an excellent game of rugby. Once
we’'d established the ref knew where the try-line was, there
tries were scored a plenty.

Given the inspirational tagging and defence by Angus and
Hugo, coupled with the spectacular dives and try scoring
poses, we were reminded of many of the Wallabies traits.
Angus was again the everywhere man, strategically placing
himself in the right position at all times and has become our
own George Gregan.

UNICORN TALES - Page 4 of 8 — Issue No: 7 — Welcome to Season 2008




Hugo, as mentioned earlier was along side Angus as
they drove the opposition backwards and resembled the
mighty Rocky Elsom. Punching through the defensive
line was again Jack, who found good gaps and looked
very much like Stirling Mortlock — but with more hair!
Chrissy was solid in his runs and took the ball up well.
He chases the ball and stays with the play and is
passing the ball out more and more. Matt Dunning
would be proud. Hugh was supportive of his team and
knew to keep with his line of attack, catching and
passing the ball well when it came his way. Given his
height, we're thinking a future Dan Vickerman!

Out on the wing we had the ever patient Ben, who like
Lote Tiquiri, once he got the ball, he went for a blinding
run, finding the corner and scoring a spectacular try.
Much like his fellow full back, Ethan took on the persona
of Chris Latham as he dived, bounced and leapt to the
ground scoring tries — much to his other’s horror!

Another wonderful team effort and the boys showed
signs of staying with each other and supporting the
player with the ball. We must remember to run back on
side, facing the opposition and the ball so we don’t miss
any action and are ready to go again.

Footscray had some excellent runners and passed the
ball around which made it harder for our defence to stay
on track. It was a good game of rugby boys and we look
forward to watching the future Wallabies next Saturday!
I wonder who Laughlin will be???

Tries: Ethan 3, Jack 3, Hugo 2, Ben 1, Angus 1, and
Chris 1.

|
Under 8 Blue:

Round 3 saw Tom, Ted, Thomas, Ethan, Oscar, Angus and
Lachlan line up for the Might Blues’ who played Melton.
Though the opposition scored quickly, the MB were quick to
capitulate as Tom made great ground and found his team
mate Oscar who then passed onto Angus who broke
through several opposition players to score! That set the
scene for the rest of the game.

Ted dodged Melton players, passing onto Lachlan who
scored! Though Melton responded quickly with their star
bullet runner, it didn’t deter the deft passing and running
skills of Tom, Oscar and Nicholas who offloaded to Ethan,
whose white line fever saw him crash through the
opposition to score a thrilling try!

Thank goodness for half time — it enabled our players to
refuel on vitamin C. The second half started strongly with
Ted using the length of the field, sidestepping the
opposition and then getting the ball to Nicholas who scored
our first try in the second.
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The ball turned over many times and as did many player
from each team, who sometimes forgot as to which side
of the field they should be standing on.

None the less our boys did us proud with Massimo,
Oscar, Lachlan, Nicholas Angus, Thomas, Ethan, Tom
and Ted scoring in the second half to end the game in a
draw.

It is amazing at how acute the concentrations levels
were in the absence of dogs and aeroplanes! The boys
are doing better as each week goes by.

Under 12: Melbourne 5 Box Hill 17

Our first home and away game last Saturday was at Box
Hill, they had 22 to choose from we had 12. We played
12 aside, as per Under 12 rules. Due to a few injuries
we had to play a couple of players in unfamiliar positions
Matthew played his second game of rugby and first
game as lose-head prop. Andreas, stepped-up and
played 5/8™ and captain, Sam and Paddy were the
centres with Andrew as no.8.

Our players took a while to settle down against a
generally bigger side. In the first half Box Hill scored
two unconvincing tries and another attempt was held-up
over the line. High-light of the half was Lachlan’s
aggressive tackling.

In the second half a few good kicks put the ball into their
half and we looked a much better team. Sam made a
great run and almost made the line.

Our lineout start give us ball and we started put Box under
pressure. Olive and Matt swapped sides in the scrum and
we started to dominate the scrums. From a scrum 15m
from their line Will ran the blind-side and scored a neat try.
From the kick-off B/H put the ball deep. Sam gathered and
was unfortunately charged down as he kicked for touch. A
lineout on our defensive 25m line! We were unable to clear
the ball and they went with the tactic of giving the ball to the
big kid. We were not able to pull him down and they scored
again. That ended the shortened game due to a late start.

The boys played well but suffered from not being able to
stop big kids running. In the second half Sam and Andreas
ran and kicked well; Paddy and Andrew chased and tackled
to put pressure on the opposition; the tight five, Oliver,
Lachlan Matt, Felix and Nick won more line-outs and
scrums than B/H to give our backs the ball; Jordan and
James chased and attacked with the ball and Will made the
best of his opportunities and scored.

Tim. 5/5/08
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Social Calendar

May 10th: Trivia Night - 7pm at the clubhouse. Not
just your average trivia night, highly entertaining and
great fun!

June 15th: Irish BBQ -
1pm Following the
Wallabies v Ireland game,
hopefully we will be
celebrating!

July 26th: 10 year

Premiers Reunion . Sit

down lunch for the players and supporters of the
winning team 10 yrs ago. 12.30pm

August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic— Champagne,
deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! Perfect way to watch
rubgy!

August 16th: Junior Night — End of season
celebrations, details tbha.

November 16th: Golf Day, details to be advised.

December 6th: Christmas BBQ 1pm at clubhouse
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MERQHARBIGE
Order your merchandise online!!!
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Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Scarf

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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