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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue # 8 – 15th May 2008, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
It was a big weekend in rugby and a titanic 
struggle between the Firsts and Box Hill to 
come away with a draw.  It was a spirited 
performance by the 2s and the Third continue 
their good form.  Well done to all. 
 
This week we are spread al over town with the 
Firsts and Seconds at Footscray. 
 
Just to remind everyone, this year the Pillar 
competition starts after the completion of the 
Dewar Shield and the Melbourne Barbarians 
will again be taking the field.  We will be 
fielding a Colts team in the new Pillar format 
which will start after the schools competition 
finishes and allow some older boys to play.  
The VRU has organised a lightening 
competition that will run parallel to the Pillar 
Cup and Melbourne will field two teams in this 
competition.  
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

  

This Weekend 
 
Round 8 – 17 th May  
 
3:15PM: First Grade  - Footscray v Melbourne 
1:30PM: Second Grade  - Footscray v Melbourne  
 
Henry Turner Memorial Reserve, Cnr Farnsworth Av & 
Myers Rd Footscray (Melways 42 C1) 

 
1:30PM: Colts Grade  - Eltham v Melbourne  
 
Bridge St, Eltham (Melways 21 J6) 

 
3:15PM: Third Grade  - Melton v Melbourne  
 
McPherson Recreational Reserve, Coburns Rd, Melton 
(Melways 330 G8 or 114 K1) 

 
9:00AM: Under 12  - Melbourne v Southern Districts  
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 

 
Note changes to original draw  
9:00AM: Under 8s  - Harlequins v Melbourne Blue  
9:00AM: Under 10s  - Boroondara Black v Melbourne 
9:45AM: Under 8s  - Boroondara v Melbourne Green  
 
John Gardiner Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn East 
(Melways 59 F3) 
 

 
DESPERATE! – Your newsletter 
needs content! 
 
The Newsletter needs your stories, 
articles and pictures. 
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Sponsor Profile 
 
 

 
 
Red Mercury is a specialist Business to Business 
telecommunications sales company, established in early 
2006 as an operating small business channel for 
Vodafone.  As a partner of Vodafone, Red Mercury is 
working to rapidly grow market share with the full 
support of Vodafone in the Small and Medium 
Enterprise and small corporate segments.   
 
Red Mercury's field sales team is approximately 60 
strong covering all major eastern and southern states. 
 
 
 

Social Calendar 
 
 
·  June 15th: Irish BBQ -

1pm  Following the 
Wallabies v Ireland 
game, hopefully we 
will be celebrating!   

 
·  July 26th: 10 year 

Premiers Reunion . Sit  
down lunch for the 
players and supporters 
of the winning team 10 
yrs ago. 12.30pm 

 
·  August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic – 

Champagne, deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! 
Perfect way to watch rubgy!   

  
 
·  August 16th:  Junior Night  – End of season 

celebrations, details tba.   
 
·  November 16th:  Golf Day, details to be advised.  
 
·  December 6th:  Christmas BBQ  1pm at clubhouse  
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Round 7 
 

7th May2008 
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 19 Box Hill 19 
Tries: Jackson Hill 2, Pete Smith 
Conversions: Anton Pilli 2  

 
 

 
 
�

  
Seconds:  Melbourne 13 Box Hill 25 
Try: Lotu Aiuta 
Conversion: Andy Castleman 
Penalties: Andy Castleman 2  
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Thirds:  Melbourne 33 Box Hill 14  
Tries: Jim Roy 2, Bobby Cotterill, Tom Robertson  
Conversions: Tyrone mitchell 3, Rob Acteson 2  
 

 
 

 
 
Colts:  Bye  
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
Under 10:   
 
Melbourne U10 vs. Wyndam City U10 
 
Melbourne U10s faced up to a bruising encounter with 
Wyndam City on Saturday morning over in Hopper’s 
Crossing. Wyndam attacked Melbourne’s line strongly from 
the start, breaking through for a couple of early tries before 
Melbourne managed to regain their composure. After a 
series of probing runs, Finn gathered the ball in sufficient 
space to use his pace to get around a determined pack of 
pursuing defenders. This did much to raise the confidence 
of the team who regrouped and redoubled their efforts to 
find a way through the aggressive and physical Wyndam 
defence.  
 
The team showed courage, putting their bodies on the line 
in both attack and defence with some eye watering tackles, 
most notably from Ollie and Aaron. At one point Melbourne 
had three of its players substituted off due to injury. 
Thankfully all of them returned to the field in the second 
half.  
 
Tim was the captain for the match. Leading by example, he 
was constantly at the centre of the action and managed to 
batter and weave his way to a try early in the second half. 
This brought loud cheers from his team mates on the 
sidelines. Despite the best efforts of Melbourne, Wyndam 
managed to cross over for four more tries in the second 
half to win the match 9 tries to 2. Russell was selected as 
the coach’s player of the match for his courage and 
commitment throughout the game. Although it was hard to 
lose, all the players left the field taller and tougher, and 
ready for anyone next Saturday. 
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Under 8 Green:  
 
Well, we were thrilled to have Laughlin back in play this 
weekend and he didn’t disappoint. Displaying his typical 
rugby eagerness and some clear highway robbery of the 
ball, he tagged continuously and proved himself to be 
our very own George Smith! Well done Lachie – keep 
up the wonderful effort. This does not mean you are 
allowed to grow dread locks, however! 
 
Saturday’s game was against Footscray again and was 
another display of excellent running rugby. The teams 
were quite well matched and allowed each other room to 
run and score tries and also provide effective defence 
lines. It was great to see players thinking about options, 
switching play and running on the diagonals. Simon and 
I were thrilled to see the boys staying together in 
defence and actually driving Footscray backwards and 
even stealing the ball on a few occasions.  
 
The boys again demonstrated terrific team spirit as they 
passed the ball to each other and stayed in a line (of 
sorts!!) and listened to Simon as they attacked. We 
seem to be able to maintain our positions when we have 
possession but then get addled and lose our lines when 
we are in defence. This is something to work on at 
training. 
 
The second half was a much stronger half and showed 
that we take a while to switch on. There was some 
excellent tagging which, when allowed to, will progress 
into some excellent tackling techniques. 
Well done lads on another wonderful game of running, 
Walla rugby. You are developing from strength to 
strength each week and we are very proud of your 
achievements so early in the season. Keep it up. 
Tries awarded to: 
 
Ben 2, Hugo 2, Jack 2, Ethan 2, Laughlin 2, Angus 1 
and Chrissy 1. 
 
 

 
 

  

Ladies Lunch 
 
The President’s Club held their 
annual ladies lunch on 3rd May 
2008. 
 
Thanks to Holly for organising 
the lunch and Laurie from 
Outback Body Scrubs for 
presenting. 
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Order your merchandise online!!! 
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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