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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #8 – 28th May 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
What a weekend!  We had plenty of 
excitement with some very close games 
against University and then a fantastic win by 
the Firsts.  This was a crucial win for the team 
and they thoroughly deserved it.  It was great 
to see so many supporters there. 

 
This weekend we are at home and holding our 
annual Ladies Lunch. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 
 

  

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 30 th May  
 
Seniors  
 
3:10PM: First Grade - Melbourne v Footscray 
1:30PM: Colts Grade - Melbourne v Eltham 
1:30PM: Second Grade - Melbourne v Wyndham City 
12Noon: Third Grade - Melbourne v Footscray 
9:00AM: Under12s - Melbourne v Endeavour Hills White 
 
Romanis Reserve, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St & 
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6) 
 
Juniors  
 
9:00AM: Under8s - Melbourne Green v Melbourne Gold 
9:45AM: Under10s - Boroondara Red v Melbourne Green 
10:30AM: Under10s - Footscray Blue v Melbourne Blue 
 
John Gardiner Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn East 
(Melways 59 F3) 
 
 
2009 Membership  
 
Your membership is the backbone of the club, and to make 
it easier for you to join the club, we have an online system.  
Simply go to www.melbournerugby.com.au  and follow 
the links to register and pay for membership subscriptions 
all on-line, in one easy step. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pay Subs Online 
Now!!! 
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Round 6 
 

23rd May2009 
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 15 University 5 
Tries: Aurelien Bouthier 2  
Goal: Aurelien Bouthier 
Penalty: Aurelien Bouthier  
 
There was a sense of occasion for the players as 
Saturday marked the first time two Victorian 100 year 
old clubs have play each other. Coming off a bye and 
four consecutive loses it was critical 1st grade posted a 
win.  
 
Melbourne starting the game well, with an urgency that 
had not been present in their earlier matches. The good 
start was rewarded early when Aurelien Bouthier 
stepped through what was to be a rare defensive lapse 
from Uni and scored under the posts from a close 
scrum.  Melbourne’s three debutants let their presence 
be felt and were stand out performers for the unicorns. 
Elliot "Bully" Bull (at prop) brought some size to the front 
row, scrummaging well and muscling up on attack and 
defence. Tom O'Brien was outstanding at open side with 
a workrate that was second to none. Finally James Lew 
(at outside centre) was strong on defence and made the 
most of what little space and opportunity he was given.  
 

 
 
The two sides were evenly matched and were playing a 
similar style, essentially cancelling each other out for the 
much of the match. A successful penalty goal from 
Aurelien put Melbourne ahead 10 nil at half time.  

  
University seemed to have a gluttony of possession in the 
2nd half and Melbourne was forced to defend for long 
periods of the game. When the first line of defence was 
broken, cover defenders were snuffing out the opposition 
advances. University were not doing themselves in favours 
by producing handling errors at critical times. A blindside 
side strike by Melbourne lead to a chip from Neil Walsh on 
the wing, Ryan Carmichael, the Uni fullback, attempted to 
kick the ball dead, but instead provided the perfect cross-
kick for Aurelien to pounce and score another five pointer. 
University brought on ex-Wallaby Matt Cobain in an attempt 
to close the gap and pressure the line-out, however the 
Melbourne set piece remained solid and dominated the Uni 
forwards, at scrum and lineout time.  
 

   
 
Tom Lucas lead the team by example and was aided in the 
front row by a bustling game from Graham Scott. Jazz 
Magee came on shortly after halftime and immediately 
injected himself into the action counter attacking well, 
beating defenders and finding support. Jazz also put on a 
couple of the biggest hits of the day (on Uni forwards, in 
fact). Lotu showed his skill and versatility playing a blinder 
at fullback and finishing the second half with a flawless 
performance at scrumhalf. Although Uni slipped over for 
one try, the 15 - 5 score line was a fair reflection of an arm 
wrestle between two even sides, with Melbourne deserving 
the win for taking the few opportunities offered and 
defending exceptionally well.  
   
This crucial win was well received by all Melbourne players, 
coaches and supporters with all agreeing - it was a great 
sign of things to come. 
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Colts:  Melbourne 10 University 13 
Try: Ben Stokes  
Goal: Paul McConnache 
Penalty: Paul McConnache  
 

 
 

 
 
 
�

  
Seconds:  Melbourne 22 University 24 
Tries: Anton Pilli, Mitch Hardisty, Ben Hibell, Gerdus 
Buitendag  
Goal: Anton Pilli  
 
This game was always going to be a litmus test of how we 
were really going this year and so it proved to be. With the 
deserved promotion to firsts of Tom O'Brien and Bully, a 
late withdrawal of Blairy and Pete Donnelly as halves, and 
a number of new positional changes, the continuity we 
have been able to display all year was going to suffer. 
Having started well we failed to capitalise on some good 
work by the forwards and conceded the first try through 
some sloppy defence. This seemed to get us refocussed 
and following some great work by Ben Hibell and Roo, Axe 
crossed for our first try and converted. Uni forwards 
dominated us in the next 10 minutes and constant 
turnovers and free kicks we gave away led to Uni crossing 
for their second converted try. to lead 14-7.  
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Again we bounced back with Roo, Morrissey and Brian 
Roberts securing good ball forAl, Stotty,Luti and Eric to 
use well and let Ben charge to the line and score an 
excellent try. NO conversion and halftime score line of 
14-12. Uni were definitely the best and most skilled 
team we have played so far this year so at halftime we 
knew we would have to work hard to get on top. Luti 
started to find holes and the forwards capitalised on 
these breaks to mount constant pressure with Hocks. 
Morrissey and Capey making good inroads deep into 
Uni's half.  
 
Persistence paid off and the pressure exerted paid off 
with Mitch scoring a good try. Uni bounced back 
immediately, after our line out fell to pieces and we gave 
away undisciplined free kicks and penalties, ultimately 
giving Uni an easy try from our mistakes. They 
converted and the game then seesawed up and down 
the field. We had plenty of chances to score but poor 
decision making led to mistakes, turnovers and then the 
killer try we shouldn’t have let been scored. Again we 
came back with Gerdus scoring his usual great 
individual try, but just too late! Uni win 24-22 . Continuity 
again proved costly, but with players getting to know 
each others games better in the next few weeks I am 
confident of some great results.  
 
Still a gutsy effort by all and feel proud of your efforts. 
Congratulation to Ben Hibell 3, Roo 2 and Nick 
Morrissey and Brian Roberts 1 point each. 
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 10 University 15 
Tries: Hayden Rekich 
Goals: Rob Acteson  
Penalty: Rob Acteson  
 

 
 
�

  

 
 
 
 
Under 12:  Melbourne 19 Maroondah 32 
Tries: Felix Dunphy, Tim Davis, Aaron Booth 
Goals Andreas Livadaras (Fev) 2 
 
A team who put in a week of uncommitted training turned 
up in an uncommitted straggle to Maroondah. 
 
An uninspiring first half had Melbourne trailing by only a try, 
after a display that was tempered with bad play, bad 
options, bad chasing and commitment. 
 
The half time whistle went with the boys on the run, with 
ball in hand, holding a two man overlap and 5 metres from 
the line because there was an attempted high tackle.  
 
The boys came out from the set back fired up, with the 
forwards taking it to a bigger opposition. Felix scored a 
great barging try, converted by Fev, and then from the kick 
off the ball was brought straight back to the attacking zone. 
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Some great play in the tight by the forwards, the best 
scrum of the season which pushed the opposition off 
their own ball, and the forwards dove the ball over the 
line with Boothy being the lucky holder of ball as it hit 
the in goal. Fev converted and Melbourne was looking 
the goods. 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, that’s where it all came apart. 
 
Out the door went the basics that had got us back into 
the game. We drove the ball to within a metre of scoring, 
only to see a succession of “Nancy-boy’ attempts at the 
tackle, have Maroondah within ten metres of our line. 
The inevitable…. the ball went wide… Toorak/Malvern 
netball had taken the field and Maroondah were in. 
 

 
 
Then from the kick off…. No chasing, no tackling and 
another soft try. 
 
Final score: Maroondah 32, Melbourne 19. 
 
 
�

  
I thank Dunphy C for this quote: 
 
Bones heal, Chicks dig scars 
 
Pain is temporary, Glory is forever. 
 
 
Under 10:   
 
We made the trip across the Maribyrnong River to 
Footscray Ruby Club and played a very talented Melton 
squad. 
 
Our squad size is now up to 20 players, which is great but 
does make it difficult to manage the rotations. As we 
transition to two Un10 teams, we will see all players get 
more on field time and thus provide them with a platform to 
develop their skills and understanding of the game in full 
contact mode.   
 
The rate of development over the first few weeks of the 
competition could gauged from the performance of the 
Melton squad who were getting passes away in the tackle, 
great body position at the ruck, clearing possession away 
quickly from the ruck, and retaining their forward & back 
line structure through out the game. This was a vital 
element in their approach to the game and one that we will 
have learned allot from. 
 
What we currently lack in structure and body positioning we 
make up for in enthusiasm and spirit. In proud Melbourne 
Ruby Club tradition our players never gave up and 
managed to score the try of the day with Stephen Wylie 
sprinting the length of the pitch following a great ripping of 
the ball from his opponent. Shrugging off numerous 
tacklers, he spotted the ball down in the corner. 
 
Spectators from both sides applauded a sterling effort from 
Stephen. Given it was his 10th birthday on the 25th May, 
the singing of “Happy Birthday” after the game by his team 
mates was never sweater. 
 
Our players are improving with each game and in particular 
we are seeing strong tackling displays from Fred Langley, 
Russell Grimwade, Ethan O’Brien, Kate Cunningham, 
Connor Sullivan, Angus McIndoe and Chrissy Webster.  In 
the running and passing departments we see great 
improvements from Campbell Jones, Millicent Madsen, and 
Leigh Sullivan. 
 
Owen Reese was out due to illness so we wish him a 
speedy recovery for next week’s game. 
 
As part of our weekly tradition of recognizing player’s   
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Owen Reese was out due to illness so we wish him a 
speedy recovery for next week’s game. 
 
As part of our weekly tradition of recognizing player’s 
contribution in the game, the following players were 
acknowledged: Best Defensive Player – Jack Stapleton; 
Best Attacking Player – Ben Beagley and Best Overall 
Player – Hamish McIIory (see the happy Boys in the 
picture below) 
 

 
 
The Players to receive the Awards from the game on 
15th May were as follows; Best Defensive Player – 
James Moeller; Best Attacking Player – Pius Bonjui and 
Best Overall Player – Stephen Wylie (see the happy 
Boys in the picture below) 
 

  
 
A special word of welcome to the new players who 
joined the Squad on Saturday. William Elwood, and 
twins Oscar & Finn Estella. All three boys accounted 
very well for themselves in their first outing for the Club. 
 
Well done again Un10 Squad and we look forward to 
playing with the two teams (Greens & Blues) next week. 

  
 
 
Under 8 Gold: 
 
Melbourne Vs Wyndham City 
 
A lovely morning beside the Maribyrnong to enjoy great 
rugby, and yes, the coffee cart makes it even easier.  Well 
yet another new addition to the mighty under 8 golds with 
Troy joining the team, just a week after we welcomed 
Elijah. Welcome to both boys and their families. We are so 
happy to have you as part of the team. 
 

 
 
Well, a fast paced and hard fought, game it was. Elijah 
followed on from his great start last week, with lots of 
running and passing. Tom wove his way through the 
opposition and found the try line on a couple of occasions. 
Ethan led the way running forward and through the 
somewhat imposing purple wall he faced, and it paid off on 
the scoreboard. Gus had numerous long and impressive 
runs, one taking him straight up the sideline to the beloved 
try line. Ted’s bravery was unfaltering, fabulous passing 
and a great run that earned an impressive try. Hayden 
forever the consummate team man was passing off with 
skill setting up many of the tries for the unicorns. A big 
hurrah for Troy, what leg speed and determination. In his 
first game he wowed us all and crossed the line twice.  
 
As always, rugby the winner on the day.  Go unicorns! 
Thanks to coach Nick, Daniel and David for herding, and 
Ted (and Nicole and Martin) for providing oranges and 
snakes. 
 
Tries: Gus 1, Tom 2, Ted 1, Troy 2, Ethan 2 
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Under 8 Green: 
 
Last Saturday saw the U8 Greens journey to the 
Footscray Rugby grounds in the shadows of the 
Flemington Grandstands, the site of many heroic equine 
performances. It was in this environment that the U8 
Greens put on a staying performance that would make 
Makybe Diva proud!  Over the last two seasons, Box Hill 
has proved to be a worthy and tough competitor and the 
2009 edition was no different. They had come to meet 
our challenge of an inter-zone game and play for the 
‘cup’. 
 
The Box Hill boys took it to our team from the very start 
running hard at the line. Our lads didn’t take a 
backwards step and the huge tagging effort was lead by 
Oscar, well supported by Laughie and Callum. The first 
half continued to be a tight game characterised with 
strong runs through the middle of the ruck by Rupert 
and Max. The boys went into the sheds at half time, 
behind on the scoreboard but knowing a big second half 
effort would see them over the line. Lolly snakes was a 
big part of their team plan for the come back! 
 
Sure enough, the opposition clearly didn’t have enough 
snakes and they began to tire, allowing the game to 
open up.  Nicholas went for a number a long, sweeping 
runs and was counter-balanced beautifully when off 
loading to Lachlan in a well-executed scissor-move that 
saw Melbourne surging towards the try line. The 
Melbourne Greens were now building-up a full head of 
steam and Tom sprinted and sidestepped his way 
through the Box Hill defence.  
 
The game began to open-up and the Unicorns began to 
pass the ball and put their teammates into spaces. The 
pass of the day went to Hugo when he threw a long 
cutout pass to Bud who took-off down the wing to score 
in the corner. 
 
Overall, a top effort from the U8 Greens and a great 
display of tagging, straight running and passing skills 
against our toughest opponents so far this year. 
 
 

 
 

  

Ladies Lunch 
 
The President’s Club will holding their annual ladies lunch 
on May 30th 12.30pm 
 

 
 
Where:  Club Rooms 
When:  30th May at 12.30pm 
Cost:  $50 for lunch  
Who:  Guest: Plunkett Fowles 
Winery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RSVP to Holly Windle 0411 052 043 or email 
hollywindle@yahoo.com.au 
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The participation of players, parents, and supporters is 
vital to the success of the Rugby club. Such participation 
could include coaching, managing, refereeing, helping 
with and supporting our social activities. 

President Jed Macartney OA 
Secretary  Michael "Gilly" Gillard 
Assistant Secretary John Rosenhain  
Treasurer Owain Stone 
Assistant Treasurer  Paul Boyes  
Junior Co-ordinator Caitlin Hayman 
 
General Committee Members Robert "Gabba" Gash   
 Colin Woolhouse  
 Charles Leyland 
 
Patron Jonathon Ramsden  
Honorary Registrar John 'Harry' Harrison��

Again this year we plan to keep you regularly up to date 
with all things club related via the Unicorn Tales, using 
both email and the website.  If you haven’t received any 
information from us in a while or your address (either 
home or email) has changed, please contact us. 
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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