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President’s Report

G’day Fellow Unicorns,

Well last Saturday was certainly a day for the
intrepid few. | turned up at Footscray to watch
the seconds armed with five layers of clothes
and gum boots (and no | am not a kiwi). |
expected that | would probably be the only one
silly enough to be out in the horrible weather
(7 degrees). However, | was soon joined by
Laurie with his camera in hand and Harry in
tow. They were followed by Chunky, Gashy
and Jonno Nettle’s parents, Jeff and Wendy,
who were all there in time to support the firsts.
There were quite a few others also and all in
all too many to name them all here, but
needless to say we were all in good voice and
as usual there was no shortage of good advice
for those doing the hard work on the paddock.

We were treated to a good display from the
seconds who deserved their win. The firsts
were not so lucky and really suffered in the
cold. Not the result we were after, but as
always a spirited effort. The thirds also had a
miserable day at Melton, but the Colts had
another good win.

This week we again travel to opposite ends of
Melbourne.

V o i
ics

CLEANING

We have the first and seconds at Northern, the
thirds are at Maroondah and the Colts — no sure
yet.

Please try to find a venue and support the mighty
unicorns. We are approaching the business end
of the Dewar shield competition and need all the
help we can get. We have started planning for
the pillar and lightning comps and will continue to
give the opposition heaps for the remainder of the
season. Hope to see you on Saturday.

Cheers,

This Weekend

Round 9 — 24 ™ May

Note: Colts are now playing at Northern
3:15PM: First Grade - Northern v Melbourne
1:30PM: Second Grade - Northern v Melbourne
12Noon: Colts Grade - Melbourne v Moorabbin

CT Barling Park, Plenty Road, Reservoir (Melways 19 C7)

9:00AM: Under 12 - Maroondah v Melbourne
3:15PM: Third Grade - Maroondah v Melbourne

Griff Hunt Reserve, Lyons Rd, Croydon North (Melways 37
B7)
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Note changes to original draw

9:00AM: Under 8s - Melbourne Blue v Endeavour Hills
Maroon

9:00AM: Under 8s - Melbourne Green v Southern
Districts

9:40AM: Under 10s - Moorabbin White v Melbourne

Frog Hollow Reserve, James Cook Drive, Endeavour
Hills (Melways 91 HB)

Sponsor Profile

© Bendigo Bank

Happy to help sporting clubs in our
Community

At Bendigo Bank we're the first to recognise the
important role played by sporting clubs in our
communities.

As well as providing a great social outlet and meeting
place, they encourage people of all shapes, sizes and
ages to get healthy and active.

We also realise that maintaining your insurance,
facilities and equipment can be a very costly exercise.
So at Bendigo Bank we're looking to provide much-
needed financial support to your club — and that’s where
you come in.

A special offer for your club

For the months of June & July Bendigo Health Cover will
provide $100 for every new family hospital and extras
policy and $50 for every new single hospital and extras
policy purchased and quoting your club. This will be
paid directly to The Melbourne Rugby Union Club at

the end of the promotion and can be used for

whatever purpose you wish.

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

Members and supporters will benefit from great value
private health cover, while The Melbourne Rugby Union
Club will have more money available to make
improvements for players, coaches and spectators.

All members and supporters need to do is contact Angelo
Mercuri at the Bendigo Bank Brighton Branch on 9592-
5499. Alternatively, emalil :
Sharon.anderson@bendigobank.com.au or call Sharon on
0409 169 294 quoting this special offer and the name of the
club when arranging their health cover.

And the team at Bendigo Health Cover make the process of
arranging health cover for the first time - or switching from
another insurer - straightforward and hassle-free.

In the meantime, have a great season.

Yours sincerely

Angelo Mercuri
Branch Manager Brighton

Social Calendar

May 29th: Junior BBQ —
Parents and Juniors 6.30pm till
8pm in the club rooms.

May 31st: 2nd Presidents
Lunch — Contact Robert Gash
to get yourself on the list.

June 15th: Irish BBQ -1pm Following the Wallabies v
Ireland game, hopefully we will be celebrating!

June 26th: Junior BBQ — Parents and Juniors 6.30pm
till 8pm in the club rooms.

July 26th: Greek BBQ after the game at club rooms.

July 31st: Junior BBQ — Parents and Juniors 6.30pm
till 8pm in the club rooms.

August 9th: Ladies Side Line Picnic— Champagne,
deck chairs, nibbles and gossip! Perfect way to watch
rubgy!
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17" May2008

Firsts: Melbourne O Footscray 22

Seconds: Melbourne 29 Footscray 5
Tries: David Smith 3, Lachlan Rees, Ollie Garside
Conversion: Lotu Aiuta 2

In cold and wet conditions the seconds recorded their
second win of the season against Footscray and earned
a bonus point to boot. Helped fantasticly by a three

try first half performance by new kid on the block David
Smith, the boys played some of the most committed
football of the season.

In trying conditions we handled the ball best and were able
to convert territory into points.

Some solid service in the
first half from Tim Austin
allowed the backs to
capitalise on consistent
good quality ball by our
forwards, leading to some
rampaging play downfield
and three quick tries.

Captain Chunks led the
way, with Morrissey,Ro0,
Rowan and Kingy
making valuable ground
at vital times.
Unfortunately we lost
Meggsy and Yakka
early, the latter now
diagnosed with a broken
something in his leg,so |
get well soon Yakka.

Upfront we took it to the Footscray forwards, who as usual
were considerably bigger than us , but with TK,Ollie and
Gary Warpole all digging deep we were able to get on top
and take control.

New arrival Lotu controlled play around the paddock
allowing Martelli, Stotty,woodsy and Jason room to strut
their stuff. Special mention to Stotty who continues to
improve every week and made the quality break leading to
the first try. Tries to Lachie and Ollie in the second half after
some great lead up work by our forwards, secured our win
and lets hope we can take that winning attitude and form
into the remaining three games and finish strongly. Best
and Fairest went to 3 David Smith, 2 Chunks and 1 Stotty.
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Thirds: Melbourne 7 Melton 31

Try: Ciaran "Pikey" Ebbs
Conversion: Rob "Bobby Palace" Acteson

17/05/2008

Arriving at Melton in the pouring rain to find a pitch that
was under water in places and sandy in others meant
that it was unlikely to ever be a classic game.

The first half was a very even contest and we played a
very good game plan for the conditions - kicked long to
turn their defence or for the touchline to put pressure on
their lineouts. As is becoming common for the Rowzys
we went behind early, conceding the first try of the
game. However, we responded very well and levelled
through Ciaran before taking the lead with a difficult
conversion off the boot of Bobby Palace.

A lot of hard work went into the first half to go in at
halftime with a narrow 2 point lead. Duncan the prop
had to leave the field with a bust AC joint after about 10
minutes and the Rowzy's were able to welcome back
Dogga from his premature retirement following a last
minute call from Tommy Gunn. Jim Roy also had to go
off through injury, and Robbo was to follow in the
second half with a badly sprained ankle.....

The second half was a completely different story, with a
number of the boys falling off tackles and letting the
Melton backline run riot. A lot of hard work was undone
as we let Melton run in 4 unanswered tries to complete
their bonus point win.

A long way to go for such a disappointing result - | really
don't think Melton are 24 points better than the Rowzys.

3 - Ciaran - tackled himself in to the ground

2 - Dogga - thanks for helping us out as such short notice -
sure you don't want to rethink the retirement???

1 - Robbo - all over the park until his injury

Next week is another very difficult trip to Maroondah - lets
give a better account of ourselves in a must-win to keep us
in contention for finals footy and the flag.

Colts: Melbourne 17 Eltham 7
Tries: Charlie Cruikshank, Gerdus Buidentag, David Hala
Conversion: Paul McConichie

Phew what a stinker! - the weather that is.

Melbourne Colts travelled to Eltham to play in very wet and
slippery conditions, but managed probably their best
performance of the season.

Driving rain was always going to create mistakes and the
side that made fewer was likely to dominate. In this
instance it was Melbourne that dominated right from the
kick off.

Two impressive performances from new boys David Hala
(Dee) who played in both the back row and centre and Nick
Amery who came on at prop were bonuses for the squad.

Melbourne put pressure on Eltham from the 1% kick off and
remained in their 22 most of the 1% 25 minutes, but due to
some excellent defense and a few mistakes, we could only
come away with a single try for our efforts. However,
against the run of play, Eltham broke out and scored a
converted try. From then on Melbourne camped in Eltham
territory for the remainder of the half and in spite of the
lions share of the possession, we could not add to our
solitary score.

The 2™ half saw an improvement in our ball retention,
which resulted in two tries, one of which was converted.
However no matter how much pressure we applied, we
could not get a 4" try for a bonus point. All credit to
Eltham’s defense. Meanwhile, our defense was
outstanding and Eltham never looked like gaining another
score.

All areas of forward play showed a vast improvement with
our best ball retention so far this season and a massive
improvement in both line-outs and scrums
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The backs defense was also much tighter than in
previous weeks. Tries were scored by Charles
Cruikshank, Gerdus Buitendag (Zac) and David Hala
with a solitary conversion from Paul McConnichie.

The down side to the afternoon, were injuries to 3 of our
backs - Alex Talent, Brent Smith and Ben Stokes, all of
whom are likely to be out for the next 2 weeks,
unfortunately.

Next week the Colts take on Moorabbin, and a further
improvement on Saturday’s performance will be
required if they are to win and challenge for a play off
spot.

Under 12: Melbourne 17 Southern Districts 34
Tries: Henry Hutchison 3
Conversion: Henry Hutchison

On Saturday we played the Southern Districts at home.
It was cold and wet and very hard to play in. We were
coming off a win so we were feeling confident.

Unfortunately the wet weather and the slippery ball ran
away with us: 34 to 17 to the Southern Districts. Will B
did some courageous tackles and Felix did some great
steals. We tackled well and drove through the rucks and
mauls for three quarters of the game, but dropped off
towards the end. We had two new starters, recruited by
the Scotch boys.Well done to the new boys, it was a
hard start-up game. Let’s focus on the line out for next
week’s game & fingers crossed for dryer weather!

Try scores HH 3. Conversions HH 1.

On behalf of the team, Henry Hutchison

Under 10:

Saturday's match between Melbourne U10s and
Boroondara was a true test of the commitment of all of
the players taking the field. It was cold and wet with a
wind that had the rugged up spectators shivering. True
rugby weather! A fully stocked rotational bench of
subs on the touch line did their best to keep warm by
cheering on their team mates.

woatwy. melbournerughy. com.au

There was plenty to cheer about with a very closely fought
first half. Boroondara took an early lead following a strong
attack with numbers in support.

Melbourne struggled to find a way through but didn't ease
off. Their persistence and team work finally paid off when
Finn was left with enough room to sprint round for the try.
Boroondara hit back with strong attacks in reply to tries
from both Aaron and Fred. No quarter was given by either
side and the match was evenly balanced at half time with
three tries apiece. The half time huddle was as much about
warmth as it was for a motivational team talk from the
coach.

Both seemed to help as Melbourne came out all guns
blazing in the second half. Tim stepped it up an notch with
a flurry of tries, each leaving a trail of would be tacklers in
his wake.

At one point Pius turned defence into attack stripping the
ball in the tackle and feeding it out for a Melbourne try.
Vince had an eventful introduction to both Melbourne U10s,
and rugby as a whole, following his switch from soccer. He
not only captained the side but late in the game he
managed to bounce off several tackles to score a strong try
down the wing.

Oliver was the coach's player of the match for his
rampaging runs through the defence. Finn had the last
word with a length of the field run in which he slipped past
or wrong footed almost the entire Boroondara team
finishing with a celebratory swan dive. The team were
clearly pleased to be back to their winning ways.

Players: Aaron(1), Campbell, Finn(3), Fred(1), George,
Hamish, Harrison, Jack, James, Oliver, Pius, Russell, Sam,
Stephen, Tim (6), Vince (1)
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MERQHARBIGE
Order your merchandise online!!!

Polar fleece Vest
Colour: Navy Sizes: M — 3XL

$35.00

Club Beanie
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Baseball Cap
One size fits all

$15.00

Club Scarf

$15.00

Club Jacket

100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL.

$70.00
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