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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #9 – 4th June 2009, the official newsletter of the  

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

                 
 

 

President’s Report 
 
G’day Fellow Unicorns, 
 
What a big day last Saturday at the club.  I 
started by watching the juniors display some 
fancy footwork and great team spirit.  This was 
followed by the ladies lunch which had a great 
turnout.  Thanks to Holly for organising the 
lunch and it was great to see everyone wonder 
across after the lunch to watch the game.  
 
After the lunch I was treated to a spirited 
performance from the First who display great 
confidence and determination, however a late 
try by Footscray sealed the match for them. 
 
I hope to see you all on Saturday. 
 
Cheers, 
 

 
 
 

This Weekend 
 
Saturday 7 th June 
 
No Games Due to the Public Holiday Long Weekend  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Spectators  
from the Ladies Lunch 
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Round 7 
 

30th May2009 
 
Firsts:  Melbourne 27 Footscray 32 
Tries: Jaz McGee 2, Graham Scott 1, Neil Walsh 1, 
Penalty Try 1  
Goal: Andy Castleman  
 
A determined first grade took the field against Footscray 
looking to put points on the board early. Within moments 
of the kick off they had done just that; following some 
solid phases and flowing rugby, Jazz Magee crossed 
the line for five points. More control at the breakdown, 
coupled with accurate passing put Graham Scott in for 
one of the best tries of the season. A few minutes later 
Neil Walsh was given space on his wing, he chipped 
over the oncoming defenders, grubbered again, 
regathered and scored in the corner. 20 minutes in and 
15 points up it was looking like the beginnings of a 
turkey shoot.  
 

 
 
Unfortunately the gods of rugby can be fickle and the 
next five minutes were characterised by backs dropping 
like flies. Pete (the physio) was working overtime as 
Lotu (flyhalf), James (inside centre), Bobby (outside 
centre) and Neil (wing) all required attention and were 
looking uncertain. With three backs on the bench (all of 
whom had starred for 80 minutes for 2nd grade) and 
four backs nursing injuries things started to look very 
shaky indeed. Footscray took full advantage and scored 
two soft tries, closing the gap to 5 points.  
 
Melbourne continued to attack but were let down with 
basic handling errors at critical times. Footscray struck  
 

  
again just before halftime to sneak into the lead 17 - 15. 
James Slattery and Neil Walsh were forced off and 
replaced by David Parkhill and Ben Hibell. Footscray 
continued with running one-off players from the base of the 
ruck but were making good ground and were rewarded with 
a try and penalty stretching their lead to 12 points. Straight 
hard running seen Bobby Windle bust through a couple of 
tackles and offload to Jazz to run in for his second try of the 
day.  
 

 
 
Melbourne lifted a gear and begun to regain some 
dominance. A long period of attacking close to the line was 
prevented from finishing by Footscray infringing - the 
referee awarded a penalty try that was converted - tying the 
score at 27 each.  
 
Errors and injuries continued to plague the Melbourne 
attack and with moments left in the match Footscray 
finished a series of one-off runners by scoring what would 
be the winning try. A stoic performance from a number of 
players had not quite been enough, leaving Melbourne to 
feel intensely disappointed about the one that had got 
away. With the sideline looking like a hospital ward the 
weekend off next week would be fortuitous for the side to 
recover and regather before their showdown with Southern 
Districts on 13th June 
 
 
 
Colts:  Melbourne 17 Eltham 3 
Try: Chris Ling, Antoine Bachert, Scott Ogilvie  
Goal: Paul McConnache  
 
After a preseason thrashing of Eltham (MRUFC: 51, 
Eltham: Nil), we were surprised to see them get so close to 
beating the two top Colts sides over the previous weeks, 
but either way it was obvious Eltham arrived to play. As  
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soon as the whistle sounded, it was clear why Eltham 
had come within a few points of the two top sides. 
Eltham’s chaotic and disruptive playing style resembled 
the aftermath of a hand grenade being thrown into a 
large group of ferrel cats, with players and ball heading 
in all directions. Unfortunately we dropped to their level 
to slug it out. 
 
Despite having a considerable 'weight' disadvantage in 
the pack, our scrum took their large units apart and 
continually held their defensive line well around the 
fringes. Eltham’s early barrage of fatties intent on 
making life difficult around the ruck complicated life for 
us. After a well executed back line passage of play Chris 
Ling crossed the line to put Melbourne up 5 – 0. 
Unfortunately this undone 5 minutes later when we gave 
away a reckless penalty in front of the posts.  
 
By half time Neil made three immediate changes, 
including putting Scotty "yes I paid money for this 
haircut" Ogilvie on who quickly tore holes through 
Eltham's backs and crossed to put us up another try. 
With 20 minutes to go, it was clear we were the fitter 
team and started moving quick ball out to the backs to 
let them do their thing. Not to disappoint, Antoine 
(winger) crossed shortly after to seal the deal following 
up with an amusing “pew’ pew” victory jig behind the 
lines. Close to full time Neil was pulling his remaining 
hair out and screaming for an additional bonus point 
assuring try, which unfortunately didn’t come. Although 
when the final whistle blew the lads had to be reminded 
they had actually won the game, especially considering 
they had won without conceding a single try! Once this 
clicked, Neil’s ‘opposition-not-scoring-a-try-win’ for beer 
promise was quickly remembered and it was smiles all 
round as we celebrated (with the worst rendition of the 
club song in history) a great start to the season, with 3 
wins on the board 
 
 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 39 Wyndham City 19 
Tries: Anthony Cape, Derek Galloway, Eric Fransella, 
Dave Parkhill, Ben Hibell, Mike Gibson  
Goal: Eric Fransella 2, Mike Gibson  
 
With Wyndham City in second place on the ladder a 
tough, uncompromising game was always on the cards. 
From the outset the big Wyndham forwards took on our 
pack with drive after drive, but great defense from 
everyone weathered the storm. Their No 8 was almost  
�

  
unstoppable but finally, after some great lead up work from 
Dave Parkhill, Gerdus hugged the sideline to be stopped 
metres short, finding Dereck on the inside to score a great 
try. Wyndham then rallied and some poor forward defense 
let their No6 barge over close to the sticks and convert for a 
7-5 lead. We then attacked Wyndham with relentless 
phases, but lost some composure,overrunning the ball and 
not taking quick options from free kicks that presented 
themselves. Then from some good lineout possession 
Dave Parkill showed some neat footwork to score under the 
posts and Eric converted. At 12-7 ahead we fell asleep just 
before half time and Wyndham crossed with a try to their 
winger and 12 -12 at the break. 
 

 
 
Gibbo replaced Blairy at halftime and an early penalty goal 
by Gibbo gave us the lead. We started to gain forward 
ascendancy early and Wyndham reacted with their fists, 
which we accomodated and dominated. They were rattled 
and we stormed away with great tries to Ben and Gibbo. 
The forwards were outstanding, led by captain Hocks and 
tearaway loosies Dereck and Stirlo. Mitch was relishing the 
tough stuff, while Morrissey and Capey took the ball 
forward all day.  
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Brian Roberts at No8 was outstanding - relentless in 
defense and constantly snuffing out opposition drives. 
Luti's strong running at 12 gave Dave the space to open 
things up for Ben, Axe and Gerdus. Gibbos darts from 
the ruck kept us on the front foot and strong support 
play led to tries from Eric and a rampaging ( the full 80 
minutes Capey). A powerful and committed team 
performance that was well deserved. Congratulations to 
Brian Roberts 3, Dereck Galloway 2 and Luti and Ben 
Hibell 1 point each. 
 
 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 19 Footscray 15 
Tries: Mike Brown 2, Rob Weaver 
Goals: Keira Czarnota  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
�

  
Under 12:  Melbourne 42 Endeavour Hills 0 
Tries: Tivey 3, Davis 2 , Bracegirdle 2, Dudgeon  
Goals Andreas Livadaras (Fev) 
 
With only ten players Endeavour Hills were not able to field 
a side that would allow for the contesting of competition 
points.  Whilst it is always disappointing when the 
opposition have too few players to form a team, one has to 
be proud of the sporting manner in which our U.12’s 
responded, especially those who volunteered to play a half 
for the opposition.  Tank, who played for one half with the 
opposition, found the perfect positive in sharing his talents 
when he was overheard to have said:  "It was interesting to 
find out how hard it is to beat our team." 
 

 
 
Despite the absence of motivation that contesting for 
competition points inspires, both sides played the game 
with an admirable intensity and all on the sideline were in 
no doubt that both teams gave of their best.  Melbourne 
was clearly the more structured and well-drilled side, which 
was reflected in their capacity to make territory and recycle 
ball with greater frequency and effectiveness.  
 
Our forwards provided an excellent flow of clean ball and 
the backs rewarded their efforts with some excellent 
running and handling.  The choice of which channel to run 
was not always well considered, but there was evidence of 
learning which indicates that our young people have begun 
the process of reflecting upon and re-evaluating their 
decisions on the field of play; very impressive boys, well 
done!  Developing an understanding of how to provide the 
most effective support to the ball carrier and of how best to 
engage at the breakdown remain the key to this side 
realising its brilliant potential.   
  
If at the heart of a true rugby player lies a sense of passion, 
commitment and a determination to work for and with their  
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team members in order to achieve the ultimate prize; the 
opportunity to please St. Peter and secure automatic 
entry to rugby heaven, then sixteen more young people 
climbed a few more steps this weekend.  Though I 
suspect that even St Peter may have been a little 
confused as to how the coach’s instruction to have a jog 
around the field for a warm down and to share with a 
fellow player something that you admired about their 
play today, turned into a rapid escape to the furthest 
corner of the field for a meeting of the minds which bore 
greater resemblance to a bunch of Golden Oldies on 
tour. 
 
 
 
Under 10:   
 
This week we played for the first time as 2 teams with 
the Greens kicking off first against Boroondara on the 
first truly wintery morning for the season. 
 
The day started well with this weeks captain Ethan 
O'Brien choosing the correct hand (with the ref's whistle 
in it) and deciding to receive the ball at the kickoff giving 
the Melbourne boys the first attacking opportunity with 
the ball. Putting the opportunity to good use, the boys 
moved the ball wide and within seconds had scored the 
first try of the day through a great run from stand in 
Green Hamish McIlroy giving them great confidence to 
get on the front foot and play good attacking rugby 
through the rest of the game. 
 
The Greens made some big steps forward this week, 
both defensively and in attack. In defense the team 
worked well ensuring they maintained structure whilst 
under pressure from a larger Boroodara team who 
where clearing out aggressively at the ruck and running  
 
�

  
at our backline defense. On numerous occasions the 
Boroondara attack was thwarted through excellent 
defensive efforts from Fred Langley, Stephen Wylie, 
Russell Grimwade, Oscar Estella and Angus McIndoe 
allowing the team to turn defensive pressure into attacking 
opportunities. 
 
When on attack, the Greens used their forward structure 
well to win the ball and set up some great running tries 
through excellent backline play from Campbell Jones, 
Ethan O'Brien, Will Ellwood and Finn Estella. The attacking 
play of the day came from Campbell Jones who spotted an 
opportunity on the blind with Boroondara setting up their 
defensive line in the open field, leaving a big hole to run 
through from deep in our own half. A quick adjustment and 
a positive call from Campbell to scrum half Ethan to move 
the ball right from the scrum caught the opposition by 
surprise and gave him a well deserved try. One of many set 
up through excellent teamwork. 
 
Thanks to the Blues who stood in this week as subs and 
supported us whilst Jack Stapleton is away on a trip 
overseas. Pius Bojui, Kate Cunningham, Hamish McIllroy, 
Chris Webster   
 
Best Defensive Player – Fred Langley; Best Attacking 
Player – Campbell Jones and Best Team Player – Stephen 
Wylie 
 
 
 
Under 8:   
 
Melbourne Vs Melbourne 
 
It was a lovely morning for the last Saturday before Winter 
sets upon us. 
 
We assembled at Auburn Rd, Hawthorn for the 0900 
match. 
 
Playing today were: Liam, Ethan, Troy, Elijah, Hayden, 
Gus, Ted and Adam.  
 
Elijah got the ball rolling with the kick off.  
 
The other team got the first try for the match, soon matched 
by Gus who scored the first try for our team! This was soon 
followed by Elijah who scored the next try for the team. 
It was a fast paced match. 
 
Troy kept up the great form he showed in his first match the 
week before. He tagged well and scored some great tries. 
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Ethan scored the third try for our team with some fast 
moves. 
 
This was soon followed by some great tries by Adam, 
and Liam. Ted was on fire, scoring try after try! 
 
Hayden did some great tagging and in all it was a well 
fought match played with great spirit. Go Unicorns!! 
 
Many thanks to Elijah (and Iva and Col) for supplying 
the oranges and snakes. 
 
Thanks to coach Nick who also herded (and did up the 
odd shoelace!). 
 
Tries: Ted 4, Adam 1, Troy 1, Gus 1, Elijah 1, Ethan 1, 
Liam 1 
 
 
  

Social Calendar 
 
Date Event 
 
20th June Charity Lunch – refer opposite page  
20th June Wallabies and Lions Night  
27th June Trivia Night  
11th July President's Club Lunch - Melbourne v 

Harlequins (Bott Bolton Trophy)  
1st Aug 100 Year Game Function  
15th August President's Club Lunch - Melbourne v 

 Southern Districts  
29th Aug Junior Presentation BBQ  
Sept Presentation Night & Centenary Ball  
8th Nov Club Golf Day  
12th Dec Christmas BBQ 
�
�

�

  
2009 Membership  
 
Your membership is the backbone of the club. 
 
Season 2009 membership costs are below:   

Senior Player $250 
Colts Player - F/T student U23  $180 
 
Note: all senior player memberships include club socks 
and shorts 
 
Junior Player $95 
 
Clubhouse Member $60 
Team Coach or Manager $60 
President’s Club Gold Membership $500 
President’s Club Silver Membership $250 
 
Family Membership $200 
Includes both parents and plus all junior players 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charity Lunch For the Royal Children's Hospital  
 
When:   Saturday 20th June – 12noon for 12:30pm 
Where:   Clubrooms - Charles Lux Pavilion, Toorak Park, 

580 Orrong Rd, Armadale 
Cost:   $60.00 
Dress:  Smart Casual 
 
 
The lunch will be followed by the Melbourne verses 
Powerhouse match starting at 3pm.  

Pay Online 
Now!!!  
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An old man, a battered prop with round shoulders, stooped, knuckles dragging on the ground, a devoted servant of game 
and club, a man determined to move with the times and not be a stick-in-the-mud, wrote to his club and shocked them all by 
resigning from active participation.  His letter contained the following: 
·  When we changed from 3-2-3 to 3-4-1, I adapted. 
·  When you stopped having to play the ball with the foot after a tackle, I adapted. 
·  When you were allowed to fumble and it was not a knock-on, I adapted. 
·  I also adapted from time to time with the tinkering with points for drops and tries. 
·  When hookers started throwing in at line-outs, I adapted. 
·  When loose scrums became rucks, I learnt the new vocabulary. 
·  When the swing pass went out of fashion, I adapted. 
·  When the coach was a man and not just a means of transport, I coped. 
·  When props got penalised for working their man over and dribbling ceased, I knew that the game had lost a lot of its 

appeal. 
·  I even adapted when advertising boards were put around grounds. Later I sighed and pondered but yielded when they 

stuck advertisements on the jersey I loved so much. 
·  When brown leather balls with laces gave way to feelingless plastic of leprous white, I still picked them up and put them 

in the bag. 
·  When hookers stopped hooking, when the ball could be put in at any sort of angle and foot-up joined the horse-drawn 

trams in the past, I gritted my teeth and stayed in the game. 
·  When the torpedo kick disappeared for a funny Australian way of kicking, I adapted. 
·  When they let women into the bar, I found an agreeable corner to reminisce with my friends. 
·  When women started playing, I adapted by pretending they did not exist in the hope that they would go away. 
·  When they brought on dancing girls and fireworks and played canned music, I did not watch but concentrated, and 

hoped the players did the same. 
·  When players hugged each other like soccer players after scoring tries and embraced, instead of three cheers at the end 

of matches, I turned away in sorrow but kept my peace. 
·  When they let league players back to play our game, I ignored them and never learnt their names. 
·  When they gave me money for doing my jobs at the club, I said thank you and put the money in the poor box. 
·  When players stopped paying subs, I doubled mine. 
·  When they called players by numbers as if they were cattle and not men, I stayed with names and kept going. 
·  When they came with all sorts of big words like 

phases, rush defence, fetchers, back three and 
tight five, I tried to learn but in my days after 
matches we had a tight fifteen, not just a tight five - 
and we sang all sorts of songs to prove it. 

·  When they allowed lifting in the line-outs, I shut my 
eyes and prayed but shut up about it. 

·  When the man next to me booed the visiting kicker 
to put him off, I did not hit him. 

·  When instead of beating a man, you bashed into 
him, I grimaced but carried on watching. 

·  When referees started coaching and giving 
instructions, I shut up in bewildered sorrow. 

·  When touch judges started sticking out their flags 
and telling the referee what to do, I was grateful for 
my bare knuckle days but accepted the change. 

·  When beer and steak were replaced by energy 
drinks and pasta, I was uncomprehending but 
adapted. 

 
But when I collected the valuables in the changing room before the match and most of the valuables were ear-rings, I 
decided it was time to write you this letter.  
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Polar fleece Vest  
Colour: Navy  Sizes: M – 3XL 
 
$35.00 

 

Club Beanie   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Baseball Cap   
One size fits all 

$15.00 

 

Club Scarf 
 
$15.00 

 

Club Jacket   
100% nylon rip stop shower proof, featuring extra long tailored 
hemline, fully lined micro fleece, zippered pockets, hidden tuck away 
hood, elastic draw cord on waist and hem. Sizes M-3XL. 

$70.00 
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