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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #5 – 4th March 2010, the official newsletter of the 

Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ROMANIS RESERVE 
 
The Toorak Prahran Cricket Club will have 
vacated the Hickey Pavilion and grounds by 
Monday 29th March 2010. The winter sports 
season officially starts on Saturday 10th April 
2010, we have full access to Orrong Park, 
Romanis  Reserve from this date 
 
VRU ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The Victorian Rugby Union Inc. that the Annual 
General Meeting will be held at the: Harlequin 
Rugby Club, Holmesglen Reserve, Power 
Avenue, Ashwood (M60:H12) on Thursday 25 
March 2010 at 7.00pm 
 
SENIORS & U20s OPEN TRIALS 
 
Don’t miss out on your chance to play for 
Victoria.  Open trails and Victorian U20s State 
Team Trials will be held this Sunday 7th March 
2010 at Eltham Rugby Club, Bridge Street, 
Eltham (M21:J6). All players to report at 
12noon sharp and could bring their own shorts, 
socks and normal match playing kit including 
protective equipment. 
 
Interested players must be registered with 
MRUFC for the 2010 season.  So get online  

  
today and pay your subs. 
 
For more information please contact Josh Philpot, 
Director of Coaching T 9529 1377 F 9529 7156 E 
josh.philpot@vicrugby.com.au 
 
UNDER 14 TEAM 
 
Initial registrations and interest shows Melbourne 
RUFC will have enough players to field at least 
one under 14 team in this year’s competition. 
 
Following the success of our U12 Premiers from 
2009, there are eight players from that side 
moving up. We would love to have the players 
from the 2008 U12’s return to the Club. 
 
To accommodate the crowded timetable on 
Saturday mornings, we have told the VRU that all 
MRUFC U14 games are to be played at 11am. 
This will also enable the boys to fall within the 
ARU limit of 90 minutes of rugby in a 24 hr 
period. If necessary we will manage substitutions 
to comply with this law. 
 
FUND RAISING BBQ - Volunteers wanted  
 
We have the sausage sizzle from 8am on 
Saturday until 3pm at Prahran Market.  Owain 
Stone will be there, but can’t do it all on his own.  
Volunteers will only need to give a hour or two of 
their time and should contact Owain on  
0402 893 301. 
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SENIOR TRAINING HAS STARTED  
 
When:  Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 
6:45pm 
Where:  Como Park Nth,   between Williams 
Rd Nth and Alexandra Av, South Yarra 
(Melways 58 G1 or 2M D2) 
 
Cheers, 

 
John Rosenhain 
MRUFC President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our club had a wonderful 2009 and we are looking 
forward to an even more successful 2010. 
 
We are fortunate to have a great coaching and 
administrative staff to support our talented and 
growing player base. 
 
In order to continue growing and improving our club 
we need funds.  This year a sponsorship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
subcommittee has been formed in order to raise the profile of 
our existing sponsors and attract new sponsors to the club.  
 
Please see below the table of sponsorships available. There 
are sponsorship levels available for every budget - ranging 
from $1,000 - $2,000 for individuals and small businesses up 
to $50,000 for corporations who wish to sponsor our first 
grade team for three years - with many other levels in 
between. 
 
We thank Paul Costello and Alex Van der Laan from SEMA 
(formerly Security Mailing Services) who have come on board 
for a three year commitment. Many players and members will 
remember Paul who was a wonderful sponsor for about 10 
years. 
 
Please dig deep to support your club in any capacity you are 
able. If you are able to refer potential sponsors to the 
committee we are more than willing to do the hard yards and 
chase them up.  
 
Please see the table below for sponsorship levels available 
and contact details of the sponsorship sub-committee 
 
 
Sponsorship Sub-Committee Members 
 
Charles Leyland � : 03 9235 1288 
 � : charles.leyland@leyland.com.au 
Gerry O’Neill � : (04) 1169-6866 
 � : gerryon@live.com.au 
Colin Woolhouse � : 0418 662 916 
 � :colin.woolhouse@ctmconsulting.com.au 
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Saturday 6th March - Fund Raising BBQ 
 
Venue: Prahran Market 
Location: Commercial Rd, South Yarra (Melway: 58 D5 
& 2L H9) 
 
Sunday 7th March - Senior and Under 20 State Trials  
 
When: 12 Noon Sunday 7th March 
Where: Eltham Rugby Club, Eltham Town Park, Bridge 
St, Eltham (Melways 21 J6) 
Contact Josh Philpot  on 0395291377  
 
Saturday 13th March - VRU Tens Competition  
 
Where:  Dampier Rd, HMAS Cerberus (off Stony Point 
Rd, Crib Point)(Melways 194 H4) 
 
Melbourne will be entering three senior teams and a 
colts. Buses will be leaving from the club. More details 
to follow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Your membership is the backbone of the club, and to make 
it easier for you to join the club, we have an online system.   
 
Simply go to www.melbournerugby.com.au and follow the 
links to register and pay for membership subscriptions all 
on-line, in one easy step. 
 
So get online and support your club! 
 
Our 2010 membership fees as follows: 
Senior Player $275  
Colts Player - Full Time student U23 $195  
Junior Player $150 
Clubhouse Member $70 
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Pay Online 
Now!!! 
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The annual International Touch & registration day was 
again held last Sunday at Toorak Park and was well 
attended by both Juniors & Senior players and their 
families & friends. 
 
The day started at 11am with a flurry of eager kids and 
parents in the clubrooms completing their registration 
paperwork that kept Danielle & Owain extremely busy and 
finished with the Kiwi's managing to get up in the last 
minute of an exciting Grand final in controversial 
circumstances to win over the reigning champions 
Australia 3-2. 
 

  
 
The kids and parents joined together for a match midway 
through day and a big thanks to Webby & Nick for helping 
organising all those involved. 
 
The day was filled with plenty of colour and friendly banter 
along with the usual high quality Touch that has come to 
be expected from the MRUFC squads, most of the teams 
were split up reasonably even this year to ensure a even 
playing field across the squads with 6 squads taking the 
fields throughout the afternoon. 
  
The "Grey" team of the Rest of the World held their own 
this year led from the front by the likes of Big Prithvi & 
Super Haroon ably supported by a number of the young 
Colts. 
  
The "Red" team of the British ilses was the surprise 
packet of the day finishing 3rd on the overall ladder after  

 
 

 
giving the Kiwi's a scare in the pool game and picking up 
some handy wins along the way with Neil Walsh, Rob 
Weaver & the rest of the UK crew ably coached sideline 
by Neil Hay these were definitely the team to watch out 
for. 
 
The "Green" South Africans were light on in numbers but 
big in spirit with a number of late comers helping fill out 
the ranks unfortunately they finished the day winless 
however had some very close games and managed a 
couple of draws against their more favoured rivals. 
  
The "White" team our Victorians squad like the "Red" 
were to cause a few headaches amongst the competition 
with some close scorelines & upset wins and 
the exceptional tries on display from Twinkle Toes 
Hocking & Eric Fransella some killer defence from the 
Booth brothers and some of the lamest sledging ever 
heard from the likes of Hughie Clarke & Dan Corcoran 
always meant the entertainment was going to be high 
when these blokes took to the field. 
 
The golden "Yellow" of the Australians was only to 
be found on their shirts this year having to unfortunately 
settle for Silver in the final after going down by one after a 
less then convincing try was awarded in controversial 
circumstances by an "unsighted" referee midway through 
the final. However the Aussies stood tall throughout day 
even after the late unavailability of key members of the 
squad including Anton Axe Pilli, Browny & Slatts and the 
limited impact from Capt courageous T-Train (who had 
run the BRW Marathon in the morning and therefore 
looked & walked like he had been riding about a dozen 
bucking broncos) but those who were sideline on Sunday 
were still exposed to the Silky skills up the wing of 
Charles Leyland, the enforcement in defence of Roo, Kaz 
& Ivory, the side stepping of Toby, Pappas & Hamilton 
(less side step and possibly more stumble) through the 
middle and the class of the new players to the club Darryl 
Howe, "Buckets" Norcross & Liam Tapper always meant 
the aussies were going to be hard to throw. 
  
The "Black Shirts" Kiwi team were full of confidence after 
again stacking the squad well & led from the front by the 
Super Coach Canning were always going to be the team 
to beat on the day. The squad was filled with pace and 
talent across the park with Gibbo, Lotu 
"checkoutmyboots" Aiuta & Lewis Wright all making the 
opposition chase at various times throughout the day and 
the large defence on the fringes with Ryland, new man 
mountain Andre and Georgie "prettyinpink" Linn meant 
that it was always going to be hard to score on these 
blokes. The Black Shirts had a couple of stumbles in the.  
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matches against the British & Aussies in the Pool games 
but eventually with the assistance of some strategic 
calls & timekeeping from the ref's managed to sneak 
into the Final and take away the Silverware against the 
Aussies 3-2. 
 
It was great to see so many new faces down to the club 
on Sunday including the Seans, the Andrews, Niall, the 
Rackichs and the lads from York along with some 
familiar faces from years past that are back to have a 
run at the club again this year including Meggsy, Hugo, 
Boofty, Jase, Tamati Horua and Fiji Lee although a 
few eyebrows were raised on how Fiji Lee managed to 
play for the Kiwis rather then the RofW....hence why he 
is called "Fiji Lee".........Mitch any idea????? ;-) 
 
All in all another great day but a day that 
obviously needed a lot of co-ordinating and 
organising and thanks to the Committee for 
backing the day along with special thanks 
that must go to the following: 
 
·  Owain & Danielle for staffing the 

registration desk throughout the da. 
·  Colin Woolhouse, John Rosenhain, 

Charles leyland & Johnny Zarb for all 
the work behind the scenes in manning 
the BBQ 

·  Webby, Silky & Neil for the assistance 
and set up on the day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

And to all the lads who turned up for a run and made the 
day a success lets continue the strong numbers and get 
along to training this week and next as we prepare for the 
next event on the calendar the VRU 10's tournament next 
week down at Cerberus 

·  Mari Holt for the food prep, the making of salads, 
posters & vouchers for the day. 

·  Gerry & Mobbsy for refereeing throughout the 
day. 
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