Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #13 — 6™ April 2010, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

V /AN

CLEARVIEW
CONSTRUCTIONS

Hello to you all,

Record numbers in
juniors and seniors!! The
club registered our 100
Junior player on
Saturday morning,
bringing in a new era for
the club. This year with
Under 14, Fourth Grade
and a Masters team the
depth of the club in both

seniors and juniors has ever been so strong.

Brighton Holden our major sponsor has donated a
Holden Barina to the Club, which we will be raffling
off on 14™ August. So get in and buy your tickets.
There are also other prizes to be drawn at every
home game.

Hope to see you this weekend.

Cheers,

/

John Rosenhain
MRUFC President

Dalkeith Corporate

Sema

This Weeks Games - 8th May

1st Grade - Power House v Melbourne @ 3.15pm
2nd Grade - Power House v Melbourne @ 1.30pm
3rd Grade - Power House v Melbourne @ 12.00pm
Under 12 - Power House v Melbourne @ 9:00 am

Langshaw Reserve, Fifth Av, Altona North (Melways 55 B1)

Colts Green - Moorabbin v Melbourne @ 1.30pm
Keys Road Reserve, Keys Rd, Cheltenham Nth (Melways
78 B9)

Colts Blue - Eltham v Melbourne @ 12Noon
Eltham Town Park, Bridge St, Eltham (Melways 21 J6)

4th Grade - Melbourne v Footscray @ 12 Noon
Orrong Park, Orrong Rd, Prahran (Melways 58 H6)

Masters - Melbourne v Box Hill @ 2.00pm
Endeavour Hills RFC Frog Hollow Reserve
David Collins Dve Endeavour Hills (Melways 91 H8)

Under 6/7 Maroondah v Melbourne @ 9:00AM
Under 6/7 Box Hill Red v Melbourne @ 9:00AM
Under 8 Blue - Eltham v Melbourne @ 9:00AM
Under 10 Green - Melbourne v Box Hill @ 9:45AM
Under 10 Blue - Melbourne v Harlequins @ 9:45AM

Ashwood Reserve, Power Av, Ashwood (Melways 60 H12)

Under 14s have a bye
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Last Weeks Results - 1st May

First Grade : Melbourne 13 Souths 20
Tries: Tom O'Brien, Bob Windell
Penalties: Buckets Norcross

Second Grade : Melbourne 43 Souths 5

Tries: Charlie Bowler 3, Tom Kastalan, Bob Cotteral,
Gerdus Buitendaag

Goals: Mike Gibson

Third Grade : Melbourne 5 HMAS Cerberus 8
Tries: Tristram Sexton
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Colts : Melbourne Blue 20 Melbourne Green 19

Tries: Max Slater, Alex Pappas, Adrian Romeo, Michael
Calvi, et al

Goals: Adrian Romeo

Colts Green : Melbourne 10 Southern Districts 12
Tries: Justin Burgess, Chris Macrow

Fourth Grade: Melbourne 27 Endeavour Hills 12
Tries:Morgan Thacker 2, Sam Donovan 2, Dylan Hartley
Goals:Bob Kidney

Under 14: Melbourne 17 Melton 27
Tries:Andrew Jack 2, Rob Renzella
Goals: Andrew Livadacas

Under 10 Blues: Eltham 35 Melbourne 15

The game was the first outing of the year for the full team
and the boys had a great run to shake out the cobwebs.
Eltham had the better of us in the first half and scored 4
tries. However, after a rousing half time motivational
speech from Coach Greg, the team came out firing and ran
in 3 tries to Eltham's 2. The highlight of the day was the
good physical rugby the boys played in the second half.
They played as a team and drove hard at the ball and
committed to tackles.

'‘Best Player' award went to Rupert for his efforts in both
defence and attack - a great game. In defence he was well
supported by Ned, Max, Tom and James N-B who all made
great tackles and proved that even big opposition boys can
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be brought down with a well executed tackle and a bit of
courage.

'‘Best Attack' award went to Laughie who made some great
breaks and ran hard. Also of note in attack were Hayden,
James F, Nic and Bud with the latter two both scoring
tries.

With Callum back soon and Josh Canham signing up at
the weekend we now have a squad of 12 for a fresh
assault on the new season.

Under 10 Green:

The U10 Greens played Moorabbin in the season opener.
This was a tough game in which they all performed
creditably.

Ben Beagley captained the side this week and led from the
front with some excellent attacking play, taking advantage
of some quick thinking from fly-half Ethan O'Brien to
exploit open space on the blind side of the breakdown.

The back-line functioned smoothly, holding their structure,
looking for opportunities and passing well. Jack Stapleton
and Angus Mclindoe, the centre combination, took the ball
up hard at the opposition and were able to consistently
make line breaks. With half-back Oscar Estella always
alert and looking for openings the whole back-line set itself
a high standard to build on as the season progresses.

The forwards were able to provide enough good quality
posession to allow our talented backs to create a number
of opportunities. Chris Webster ripped the ball strongly
from numerous mauls to grab possession from Moorabbin.
Max Markham, Shavon Martin, Jensen Kenyan and Will

MacPherson were all playing their first game for the club,
Shavon playing his first ever game. Max and Shavon ran
strongly with the ball, passing and off-loading well in the
contact and making valuable yards. Jensen kept the ball alive
and supported the backline by continually making himself
available. Will also made a strong contribution in defence
which resulted in him receiving the Best Team Player award.
The forwards were making the breakdowns well, but we'll
need to work a little harder at clearing out the ruck area more
dynamically.

Our defensive effort was mainly good, but with a number of
lapses that ultimately cost us the game. Allowing some of
their larger units to run through the line on 2 or 3 occaisions,
and missed one on one tackling let Moorabbin in for 7 tries to
our 3, most of their tries coming in the last 10 minutes as the
defence got a bit ragged. So we'll be doing some work on
tackling at training.

The best tackler award went to Oscar for his consistent
defence, although tackle of the day was made by Angus,
saving a certain try when he smashed an oposition winger
into touch. Jack received the best attacking player award for
the consistency of his running and the number of line breaks
he achieved.

The boys held their structures well and the links between
forwards and backs was very good.

A good start with plenty of promise for a successful season.

The club will again follow last year protocol where our U5
juniors will predominately be a training side each Thursday
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with special Saturday morning
games. We will advise when
these games are well in
advance. This Saturday our U6,
U7 and U8 will play against
Moorabbin, Endeavour Hills and
Maroondah at Moorabbin.

A fine but windy day greeted our

intrepid U6, U7 and U8 players

for the start of the rugby season at Moorabbin on
Saturday.

Due to increased player numbers we have fielded three
sided this year in the VRU’s U8 competition. We
maintained our U8 age grouping and blended our U7
and U6 boys and girls into two side the baby Blues and
the green team.

Under 12

This year we have been allocated to play in the Ul12 A
grade. We played Northern at their home ground on
Saturday. They only had 11 boys so Kate, Same,
Cameron, Max, and Hunter were allocated to play for
them so that we could play a 15 aside game. Dylan was
outstanding with 3 tries and Vince and Hamish were
strong supports. James worked hard all game. Kate
and Cameron played very well for the opposition. A
competitive start to the season and we will look to build
on this next weekend.

We are only a small side expect for two or three bigger
juniors. We are starting to play more as a team and in
the coming weeks we will look to add more structure to
our game. Juniors being attentive at training with
listening ears will be an important part of this
transformation.

Under 8

Our U8 played Moorabbin and debutants Nicki, Angus,
Harry and Thomas all had fine games. Things got a
little confusing for our supporters as this squad fields
two Angus’, two Thomas, two Finns, and two Nicks if
you include the coach. Thankfully the Jones, Treacy
and Dean Prictard families were more original in
selecting their sons names!

We have a special guest with new comer Joshua
scoring some fine tries. He will be a great addition to
Greg’s U9's in the coming weeks.

U7/U6 Green

The baby blues kicked off their season against Maroondah
with a flurry of activity and first timers Ethan, Olivia, Jack
and Johnty all enjoying a run with the ball. Jock was most
prominent with a number of try scoring runs and Ethan
learned the hard way with respect to ground the ball for try
without injuring himself. Sinclair, Harry both had strong
running game and Olivia scored the last try and made her
father proud.

U7/U6 Blues

Playing with a more balanced U7/U6 side the Blues were
up against an untested Endeavour Hills which included
many first time players to organised mayhem. Melbourne
learnt that Endeavour Hills players are often involved in
mayhem which gave them an advantage which was to
strong to overcome.

Congratulations to all the families that experienced the
Unicorn’s for the first season games and to the new dads
being Hayden, Adam, John, and Nathan who have offered
their help ad support to make it a great season. Tyrone,
Nick and Daniel appreciate the support.

Junior Parent Social Function

Congratulations to all the

parents that attended the first

junior parent social function

of the year which was held at

the Malvern Bowling Club.

Tyrone did a great job organising the venue and
catering which underpinned a great evening.

Spilt into team for bare foot bowling proved a great success
with teams of four playing off for a plate and bowl final.
The Jensen team were lead by King Richard the lion heatrt,
with ring in support from Simon and dynamic couple Keith
and Lynne proved unstoppable in the plate final.
Congratulations to Keith and Lynne who also won the raffle
price.

An excellent function that just proves if you put good people
together with fine food and alcohol you are guaranteed a
ripper of a night.

Nick Farnan
Junior Coordinator Season 2010
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