
UNICORN TALES 

 

Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

                                                                                               

Hello to you all, 
 
No rugby this weekend but 
we play Southern Districts on 
26th June at Cerberus. We 
will also play the sailors from 
HMAS Cerberus at a lower 
level. We will be playing for 
the Navy League Trophy 
which Navy hold at the 
moment.  Hopefully  we  will 
bring it back home, so we need to get as many 
supporters down there as possible. 
 
Cheers, 

 
John Rosenhain 
MRUFC President 

 

 
No games this weekend 
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Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #18 – 10th June 2010, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club. 

                                                                                               

 

get as many 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
Vale Ken Alexander  
 
Ken Alexander died in Sydney from a heart attack on 
Sunday 6th June 2010.  
 
Ken was a Welsh schoolboy international who 
immigrated to Australia as a teenager. He came to 
MRUFC in 1961 and played 21 first grade matches, 
43 second grade and 5 third grade. He also scored 10 
tries. From 1958 to 1960 he played for Melbourne 
University.  
 
Ken played for Victoria for a number of seasons, 
mainly in the back row starting in 1958. He played 
against the British Isles on 23 May 1959, and 
continued to play for Victoria throughout 1959, 1960 
and in 1961 played in the Victorian team against Fiji.
He also played in the Victorian team that on 10 May 
1961 defeated Queensland 14
then they played against NSW the following week. 
 
Ken's grandson is a prop with Scotch College's Under 
14 team  
 
Our condolences go out to Carol, David and Bronwyn. 
 
Funeral arrangements will be advised
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Ken Alexander died in Sydney from a heart attack on 
 

Ken was a Welsh schoolboy international who 
immigrated to Australia as a teenager. He came to 
MRUFC in 1961 and played 21 first grade matches, 
43 second grade and 5 third grade. He also scored 10 
tries. From 1958 to 1960 he played for Melbourne 

Ken played for Victoria for a number of seasons, 
mainly in the back row starting in 1958. He played 
against the British Isles on 23 May 1959, and 
continued to play for Victoria throughout 1959, 1960 
and in 1961 played in the Victorian team against Fiji. 
He also played in the Victorian team that on 10 May 
1961 defeated Queensland 14-9 at Manly Oval and 
then they played against NSW the following week.  

Ken's grandson is a prop with Scotch College's Under 

Our condolences go out to Carol, David and Bronwyn.  

Funeral arrangements will be advised 
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Last Weeks Results - 29th May  
 
Firsts: Melbourne 15 Moorabbin 7 
Tries: Ben Jones, Craig Smith 
Goals: Ben Jones 
Penalties: Ben Jones 
 
Boothy may well argue he ordered the weather to 
remind him of home but it certainly wasn’t the weather 
for the style of running rugby we all enjoy.  Despite the 
conditions Melbourne started on fire, pushing the ball 
wide at every opportunity, catching Moorabbin 
unprepared and unable to effectively counter.  As the 
conditions worsened the game turned into a war of 
attrition; both teams traded blows but neither was able 
to land that elusive knock-out blow and run away with 
the match.  Instead, the Melbourne boys toughed out a 
hard fought but thoroughly deserved 15-7 win to move 
into 4th spot on the premiership ladder and provide 
Boothy another winning story to tell. 
 

 
 
Once again Melbourne bolted out of the blocks.  
Moorabbin’s first infringement was a costly one.  With 
Ben Jones resuming the kicking duties, after a pre-
season injury kept him on the sideline for 6 weeks, the 
lead was quickly 3 nil.   With an early lead and an 
unpredictable wind behind us, the backs looked to 
spread the ball wide and take advantage of Andy 
Stevenson’s continuing ability to get over the advantage 
line.  It wasn’t long before Chris Ling, yet another colt 
stepping up  to the rigours  of 1st grade,  found himself  

  
racing towards the line only to be denied a five pointer with 
his first touch – held up over the line. 
 
With the 5m scrum ordered a solid platform was going to be 
needed to either unleash the backs or for the forwards to 
work some of their magic.  Melbourne won the hit and 
edged forward when Craig Smith picked off the back scum 
and rolled over for an easy 5 pointer.  Ben Jones added the 
extras with a regulation kick and the score had moved out 
to 10 nil after only 5 minutes. 
 
As the weather deteriorated the signs looked just as 
ominous for Moorabbin; whilst they tried to regroup 
themselves the Melbourne lineout and scrum dominated.  If 
Nick Morrissey wasn’t stealing the Moorabbin lineout ball in 
the air then Antonn Russek, Tony Booth or Tom O’Brien 
were disrupting at the base.  The Moorabbin scrum was 
under continued pressure with strong scrummaging by the 
front row of Elliot Bull, Johnny Kastelan and Captain 
Graham Scott being more than ably supported by Tony and 
Nick in the row. 
 
Half time slowly approaching and Moorabbin began to take 
advantage of the favourable bounce and some dubious 
calls going their way to pile the pressure onto Melbourne.  
With sheer weight of possession going their way it was 
almost inevitable that Moorabbin would score and they did, 
making it 10-7 at half-time. 
 

 
 
It would appear that someone forgot to wake the camera 
from his half-time very wet and dreary dream; either that or 
he is on retainer for Brighton Holden as the camera was 
fixed on their sign for the first 5 minutes of the second half. 
 
Thankfully he awoke to capture the second of Melbourne’s   
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tries.  A great, well worked set-piece move off the back 
of the lineout.  From 40 metres out, Nick again beat his 
opposite number to tap the ball down to Graham who 
swept around and quickly handed it off to Scott Ogilvy.  
Scott ran a great cross field line, ala George Gregan, 
but instead of finding a rampaging forward charging onto 
the ball he picked up the surprised Ben who managed to 
catch and palm off his opposite number almost in the 
one move before stepping outside the blind-side winger 
to cross in the corner.  While the kick from touch was 
unsuccessful the score had moved out to 15-7 and 
given the weather any lead was always going to be 
tough to claw back. 
 
Moorabbin kept fighting…back throughout the second 
half and whilst they threw everything at us, the boys 
managed to not only maintain their composure they also 
ground out a deserved win. 
 
This match will not go down as a brilliant example of 
running rugby and sadly it won’t be remembered for the 
bumper crowd, but it will go down as another hard 
fought win for 1st grade, a win which moves us into 4th 
sport on the table.  However, most importantly this game 
will be remembered as a fitting finish to Tony’s 200th 1st 
grade match, making him only the 3rd player in the 
club’s history to achieve this milestone. 
 

 
 
Seconds:  Melbourne 27 Moorabbin 18 
Tries: Rob Weaver 2, Dave Ryland,  
Other Scores: Harlequins 22 University 10, Souths 0 
Power House 36  
 
On a cold, wet and windy day the seconds faced 
Moorabbin for the first time this year. With all rep games 
over Moorabbin were able to field a strong combination 
and boasting the second best defensive record behind 
us in the competition. Injuries to Luti, Zippy and Eric 
being unavailable left our backline with a new look as 
Liam had his first run at fullback and Ben Hibell returned 
to his familiar spot at No 12. Our start was incredible 
with the forwards rolling over the much bigger 
Moorabbin pack, forcing errors and allowing space for 
our backs to capitalise with an early try to Gerdus and 
Liam converting for a 7 nil lead. JF smiled as his 
forwards put into practise the driving rucks and mauls 
worked on so tirelessly at training and we were totally 
dominant - at least for 15 minutes anyway! As quality 
opposition do, Moorabbin rallied and for the next 20 
minutes exposed a brittle side to our defence not seen 
so far this year.  

  
Our tacklers went high, we tackled with arms and not 
shoulders, and the Moorabbin big guys ran amuck, finding 
gaps everywhere in our fragile defence. Soft line defence 
led to a quick try and conversion and suddenly we were on 
the backfoot, looking for answers. We had none and a 
further penalty goal by Moorabbin saw them take a 10-7 
lead. Only some desperate defense by Ben Hibell and 
great covering by Jason Bonne kept Moorabbin from 
scoring and I believe these inspirational defensive efforts 
by these two players finally woke us up and we lifted to 
take control again and score just before halftime with a try 
to Jason and a 12-10 lead at halftime. A small coaches 
spray at the break left none of the players in doubt as to our 
overall first half effort in defence, and with this in mind the 
players, again inspired by captain Hocks, knuckled down to 
the task. Moorabbin went about to give in and quickly took 
a 13-12 lead with an early penalty. Dave Ryland, mark 
Watson and Andy McGuiness started to quickly dominate 
the possession and G was finding Cruika looking for work 
close to ruck with some damaging runs.  
 

 
 
Our lineout improved with Jay Coote finding good ball to 
Tim and Morrissey allowing us plenty of possession for the 
backs to weave some magic. Liam seemed to enjoy the 
space at fullback and linked well with Giggsy, Ben and the 
two wingers. Paul Mac directed traffic well and was finding 
his own space, which soon after was rewarded with a good 
team try finished by Paul. Good possession was now being 
secured with Roo, Wato and Dave controlling the 
breakdown so well. Soon another try to Jason and a strong 
forwards try to Dave Ryland saw us take a 27-13 lead and 
look strong.  
 
Despite a lapse of concentration in the dying minutes 
where Moorabbin were able to capitalise on a mistake and 
score, we held on for a hard fought, but not convincing win. 
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Our seventh win, our seventh bonus point win and 
maximum points for the first round is an excellent result 
for the team. Special thanks to JF for holding the fort 
while I was away and doing such a great job with the 
team. His efforts and skills as a coach are truly coming to 
the fore and as we approach the second round we are in 
good shape. Congratulations to Ben Hibell 3pts, Dave 
Ryland 2pts and jason Bonne and Mark Watson 1pt 
each. Thanks too to the subs who came on and 
contributed to a hard fought win - Mark Reddy, Stotty, 
Ula, Jon and Josh. 

 
 
Thirds:  Melbourne 49 Moorabbin 7 
Tries: Rob Ivory, Chris Eldridge et al 
Other Scores: Box Hill 12 Boroondara 34, Harlequins 17 
University 17,  
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
Fourths:  Melbourne 17 Endeavour Hills 5 
Tries: Richard Ferguson 2, Brad Denver 
Goals: Mat Campbell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  



UNICORN TALES - Page 5 of 8 – Issue No: 18 – Welcome to Season 2010 

 

 
 

 
Colts: Melbourne The Green Machine 17 Harlequins 25 
 
The Green Machine took the pitch on a wet cold winter’s 
afternoon having to face a Harlequin Colts team that 
had only lost one match all season against Melbourne 
Blues. 
 
Harlequins looked confident but soon realised they were 
in for a tough examination as the Green Machine came 
out firing on all cylinders and pressured the Harlequins 
line for the 1st 15 minutes of the game.  Much to the 
Harlequins supporters’ surprise, this pressure led to a 
well-worked forwards try when James Downie touched 
down in the left hand corner.  Paul Rowlinson added the 
extra 2 points with a superb conversion. 
 
From the kick-off nothing changed it was all Greens 
pressure until Harlequins were able to break out and in 
their 1st real sortie into the Melbourne ½, they scored a 
well-worked try under the posts, which was converted. 
 
Whilst Harlequins came back into the game it was still a 
close call with the next score going to the Green 
Machine with Peter Worsnop breaking the Harlequins 
defence near the post.  Again, Paul Rowlinson added 
the extra points.   
 
Harlequins were soon after given a penalty, 10 metres 
into the Melbourne half, which was converted.  Both 
sides went hammer and tongs before the ½ time whistle 
and only strong defence rescued Harlequins at this 
stage.  However on the stroke of half time a rare 
Harlequins venture into the Green Machines half ended 
with a score when for the 1st time a Melbourne back 
missed a tackle.  The half ended with Harlequins just 
ahead 17 – 14 and they must have felt fortunate. 
 
The 2nd half commenced with the Green Machine full of 
belief that they could secure their 1st win of the season.  
Territory and possession were more evenly split in the 
2nd half and with Harlequins taking their scoring 
opportunities whilst we didn’t.  With just 10 minutes to 
go the Green Machine found themselves 10 points in 
arrears. 
 
In spite of this the Greens didn’t give up and the last 
period was played close to the Harlequins line.  A well 
worked try from scrum half Chance Eaton, which was 
not converted, gave the Greens hope but it was not to 
be; Harlequins held out. 
 
The Green Machine can count themselves unfortunate 
that  they  did  not  achieve the  win  they so  obviously  

  
deserved and maybe this Thursday against Eltham, that 
elusive win will come their way.   
 
All 23 players were heroes on Saturday and it would be 
unfair to single any out, There is still a strong belief 
amongst the team that they can make the finals. 
 
Scorers -  
Tries – James Downie, Peter Worsnop, Chance Eaton 
Conversions – Paul Rowlinson (2) 
Points – 3 Will Harms, 2 Peter Worsnop, 1 Tim Rush 

 
 
Colts Blue:  Melbourne 14 University 15 
Tries: Charlie Cowley, Antoine Bachet 
Goals: Ben Stokes 2 
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The Melbourne Blues suffered their first loss of the 
season on Saturday. They were unable to maintain the 
structure and control they have in recent games. The 
Blues forced passes and put pressure on themselves 
which the opposition capitalised on. Uni scored two trys 
from the Blues mistakes.  
 
The Blues were unable to put enough pressure on to 
score until the last 10 mins of the game losing by 1 point 
14-15. The Blues showed a strong defence, but not 
enough variation to disrupt Uni to open them up to score 
some more. There were still positives and lessons 
learned at a good time in the season where there is time 
to correct them and regain momentum. 

 
 
Masters:  Melbourne 29 Endeavour Hills 15 
 
It was a buzz for everyone to be playing with the rest of 
the club, on such a big day for the club and thanks to 
the EH boys for agreeing to play away from the central 
group. This was a fun day out, playing in the rain and 
mud. It doesn't get any better than that for the gerries. 
The howls of protest that greeted the new shirts (too 
tight, can feel my fat moving around blah blah blah) had 
been replaced with howls of thanks by the end of the 
 game - they don't 
weigh 50kgs in the 
rain like the old 
cotton ones, and all 
were convinced that 
they were at least a 
yard faster and could 
slip through tackles 
as if greased up! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Yakka set new standards in playing during a drinking 
session although there was no chance of him getting into 
one of the new shirts. They will remain a Yakka free zone. 
 
Amidst all that we won the game, not allowing the 
conditions to affect our do or die approach, with some 
champagne rugby once more. The final score was 20-10, 
but Bobby Palce scored the dodgiest try ever and Gerry 
then let EH have an even dodgier one to make up. So two 
of the dodgiest tries of all time in one game, a pissed Greek 
and loads of old fat blokes in tight shirts rolling in the mud. 
This what the paying punters turn out to see. 
Good game, great fun. Couple of weeks off now for a bit of 
a breather. 
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Under 14:  Melbourne 61 v Endeavour Hills 12 
 

 
 
Under 10 Green:  Melbourne vs Boorondara. 
 
The boys were taught a lesson in intensity on Saturday. 
A much hungrier and more committed Boorondara team 
showed them what getting hold of, and protecting the 
ball is all about. 
 
The boys played well in patches, and looked dangerous 
and effective when they matched the physical intensity 
of their opponents, but this was let down all too often 
when they lapsed into bad habits, didn't keep their 
defensive structure and gave the ball away too easily. 
They must work on keeping this intensity for the whole 
game. Ethan scored two good tries by running straight 
and being aware of when opportunities were there. 
Shevon, Will and Max made some great tackles and 
Oscar led the way with some direct and confrontational 
play. Ben excels at stripping the ball in the tackle and 
affected a number of turnovers in this manner. Angus 
and Rich were unfortunate that their hard running didn't 
lead to more reward whilst Chris and Owen both made 
good contributions in defence and running forwards. 
Jack's recurring knee injury again resulted in him having 
to leave the field after some promising line breaks. Ned, 
backing up from the blues, also made a great 
contribution. 
 
We'll put this performance down to an off week, playing 
against the best opponents they've met this year - we'll 
learn from it and come back stronger for the experience. 
Keep at it lads - you have the ability to perform at a 
higher level that the result of this match suggests. 

 
 
Under 10 Blue: 
 
Maroondah – 13 tries defeated Melbourne blue 0 
 
Firstly, our team and families would like to pass on their 
sincere condolences to our manager Joe and his family 
for the loss of Joe’s father after a long illness. Our 
thoughts are with you all through this difficult time and 
we look forward to seeing Joe back on the sidelines 
shortly.  
 
In what was another miss match for our young team, the 
team from the hills came down and ran riot in the first 
half. We showed some courage in the face of adversity 
against a much older and bigger team but too often we 
shied away from the contact. It is a steep learning curve   

  
for the boys and the physicality takes some getting used to 
but again after half time (the magic oranges must have 
super powers) we came out and all of ours players gave a 
little extra and we started to tackle and hold the ball. We 
were denied tries time and again by some very solid 
defence and some great runs from the backs and better 
ball security from the forwards helped us to compete better. 
As the saying goes, it won’t happen overnight but it will 
happen. Our first win is not far away as long as the boys 
keep their heads up, train hard and enjoy their rugby.  
 
In a break from tradition the trophies this week went to: 
Best player – Rachel Forbes: mother of Max (for racing to 
the chemist to buy Max a new mouth guard (as he forgot to 
pack his) and getting back before the match started. 
Best attacker – Mark Johnson: father of Callum for 
continually encouraging the team and always staying 
positive and praising the boys. 
Enjoy the long weekend, recharge the batteries and we will 
be back refreshed for an assault on our next game. 

 
 
 
 
 
Tax return time is upon us again and what better way to get 
a tax deduction  than to donate to the Romanis Reserve 
and Orrong Park Development Fund via the Australian 
Sports Foundation.  
 
We are considering installing an electronic score board, 
won't that piss the visiting clubs off. Donation form attached 
below.  
 
If paying by cheque don’t forget to make it payable to 
Australian Sports Foundation and write Project 203190 on 
the reverse and make sure you get payment in BEFORE 
30 June.  
 
Any questions contact Owain Stone Treasurer on Phone: 
03 8623 3410,  
Mobile: 0402 893 301  
Email: ostone@kordamentha.com 
 

 
 
Attention Parents & Supporters 
Your newsletter wants your photos! 

 
Email to :   
trevor.hutchings@melbournerugby.com.au 
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