Welcome to Unicorn Tales Issue #30 — 27" August 2010, the official newsletter of the
Melbourne Rugby Union Football Club.

Hi All

The home and away
season finished on a terrific
note with the First's winning
the Bott/Bolton Cup at
Quins. The ground was
firm and some free flowing
rugby was watched by a big
crowd. The boys were
pushing for the minor
premiership and needed Box Hill to beat
Souths to achieve this. They finished the
season strongly in second place and are
looking forward to the next few weeks.

It is an extraordinary year for us all so far
with the Seconds, Thirds and Colts Blue
all achieving the minor premierships.
The Fourths just missed out by
percentage on being minor premiers as
well. The Under 12 and Under 14 both
finished in second place. All senior
teams are playing this Saturday for a
place in the Grand Final on September
11™ at Box Hill and the Juniors are
playing for a place in the Grand Final
next weekend.

This Saturday is a day where we can

watch the Under 12's kick off at 9.00 am followed by
the Under 14 at Northern RUFC and then head down
to Riviera Park at Seaford to watch the seniors with
the Thirds starting the proceedings at 10.30am. There
will be 5 games of rugby here and we are in all of
them. So let's get as much support as possible down
to Seaford to cheer the boys on as they grasp the
opportunity they have created.

Yours In Rugby,

John Rosenhain
MRUFC President
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This Weeks Games - Semifinals - 28th August

3rd Grade: Melbourne v University @ 10:30am
2nd Grade: Melbourne v Harlequins @ 12noon
Colts: Melbourne v Souths @ 1:30pm

4th Grade: Warrnambool v Melbourne @ 1:30pm
1st Grade: Souths v Melbourne @ 3:00pm

Riviera Park, Eel Race Rd, Seaford (Melways 97 F10 &
11)

Under 12: Melbourne v Footscray @ 9:00am
Under 14: Melbourne v Wyndham City @ 10:45am

C.H. Sullivan Memorial Park, Blake Street, Reservoir
(Melways 19 D9)

Juniors: U8 Gold v U10 Blue @ 9am

Orrong Park, Orrong Rd, Prahran (between High St &
Malvern Rd) (Melways 58 H6)

Last Weeks Results - 27th August

Firsts: Melbourne 39 Harlequins 12

Tries:Bob Windle 2, Mark Watson, Ben Jones, Lotu Auita
Goals:Ben Jones

Penalties: Ben Jones 3

Drop Goal: Ben Jones

With one game left in the home and away series and
minor premierships already secured in 2nd and 3rd grade
as well as Colts, there was still the opportunity for the
Melbourne Rugby Union Club’s 1st grade to make it a
clean sweep. While ultimately the outcome was
determined by other results, 1lst grade gave themself
every opportunity with an emphatic 39-12 drubbing of
local rivals Harlequins; confirming their place in the finals.

On a muddy Ashwood Reserve, Melbourne continued to
play their naturally expansive, fast paced style of rugby
against their physically bigger opponents. Melbourne’s
early positive play was rewarded with a penalty and a 3 nil

lead. The scorer was kept busy, first with Harlequins
scoring a converted try to make it 3-7 and then almost
immediately Melbourne stepped up and said anything you
can do we can do better and took the lead back with their
own converted try. After 20 minutes the score was 10-7 in
favour of Melbourne.

Melbourne were forced to absorb wave after wave of
attacking rugby by a relentless Harlequins outfit, but you
don’t get to be premiers by letting teams cross your try line
and this Melbourne side is adamant it is going to retain its
title. Strong work in the ruck area by the Melbourne
forward pack created the opportunity the team had been
searching for. A decisive kick down the far touch line from
Lotu Aiuta forced Harlequins to turn the ball over.
Melbourne won the line out and with powerful running by
the likes of James Slattery, Elliot Bull, Tom Lucas and
captain Graham Scott a hole in the defensive line opened
up for Mark Watson to score adjacent to the posts.

Half time was fast approaching, but Melbourne wasn’'t done
just yet. A quick tap by substitute scrum half Will Green
caught Harlequins napping, a well timed pass from Aiuta
put man of the match Bobby Windle in to space and he
sprinted the 30 metres to score the third of Melbourne’s
tries and take the score out to 20-7 at half time.

The second half started much the same as the first — an
arm wrestle for control — with Harlequins gaining the early
advantage and being rewarded with a try and the
momentum. But just when it looked like a comeback might
be on the cards, a 40 metre penalty goal by Melbourne’s fly
half Jones followed soon after with a penetrative box kick
by Green provided the impetus for the Melbourne boys to
really put on a show; piling on 19 points in the final 20
minutes.
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Some great defensive work by Neil Walsh helped hammer
home the advantage Melbourne now held. If there was
any doubt Melbourne were looking for the kill the crowd
needed to look no further than the 40 metre drop goal by
Jones which was quickly backed up with a great counter
attack by Aiuta who again put Windle in for an easy try.

Aiuta finished the match off for Melbourne with a last
minute solo effort, weaving his way through most of the
Harlequins team to score a well deserved try. While the
final score might be seen as a blow out, it was a true
reflection of the dominance Melbourne had over their
physically bigger opposition, creating a new yard-stick by
which to measure their own performance and sending a
clear message to the other finalists — Melbourne are the
team and the club to beat this year.

Next week 1st Grade take on their arch-rivals Southern
Districts.

Seconds: Melbourne 16 Harlequins 7
Tries: Paul McConnachie,

Goals: Paul McConnachie

Penalties: Paul McConnachie 3

Having secured the minor premiership the week before
this top of the table clash with harlequins would set the
tone for the finals series where we would be meeting
harlequins in the major semi the following week. Last
minute flu meant JK and Dave Ryland withdrew and
Gibbo would start in firsts with Will also suffering flu
effects. Our last 4 games had seen us score 251 points
for and only 13 against, so it remained to be seen what
would happen when we came up against some serious

competition. We needed a hard game, and we needed to
feel the pressure of some spirited opposition to really see
where we were at. We got what we wanted! Harlequins
came at us hard and stifled our normal fluid game, by good
defence and a structured disciplined approach.

Our forwards still kept solid possession in the first 20
minutes but some rusty, non intense protection of our own
ball led to Julien at half, struggling to secure clean ball that
the backs could use effectively. While Quins rarely
threatened our line, we let ourselves down by giving up too
much turnover ball and had to be content with Paul kicking
2 penalty goals to capitalise on our field position. We also
had become venerable to some solid counter rucking by
Quins and that upset our continuity of phases for the backs
to cut loose. The opportunities we had in the backs were
spoiled by us running too much across field and crowding
our wingers and fullback for space.

The second half went fairly similar to the first with us
dominating possession but not quite executing to score
tries. Paul again kicked another penalty, but after some
sloppy play by us and some sustained pressure from
Quins, they had a scrum 10 metres out on our line and a
fifteen metre blindside to work with and simply walked over
for a try hardly untouched. The move was obvious but we
were OBLIVIOUS to that and reacted too slowly and
without intensity. Something definitely to work on for next
week. At 9-7 we had to respond, but the sin binning of
Craig meant with a man down it would be difficult. We lifted
and with Hocks leading the way, we marched up field and
applied constant pressure to the Quinns defence. JP, Jay,
Cruika, Luke, Morrissey and Rowan all got stuck in and
charlie started to pilfer some ball from Quins, giving benny
and Luti a chance to probe the Quins defence and find
some holes. Giggsy's defence during this period was
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outstanding and he repeatedly drove back players and
forced turnovers. Paul finally was rewarded for a
competent game by scoring a try next to the posts and
converting to give us a 16-7 scoreline. This was the final
score and we march on to the finals next week with this
hard game under our belts. Time to knuckle down, reflect
and improve our performance to a higher standard.
Congratulations to Paul McConniche 3pts, Luti 2pts and
Hocks 1pt.

Thirds: Melbourne 62 Harlequins 5

Tries: Rob Ivory 2, Mike Brown 2, Mark Reddy 2, Morgan
Thacker, Rob Weaver, Anton Pilli, Hayden Rakich

Goals: Sam Bioletti 5, Gerard Moore Jnr

Fourths: Melbourne 28 University O

Colts Blue: Melbourne 19 Moorabbin 19
Tries: Chris Ling, Lachie Fenton
Goals: Chris Ogilvie 2

Colts Green:
Melbourne 28 Boroondara 0

Masters:
Melbourne 34 Moorabbin 37
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Under 14: Melbourne 44 Maroondah O

Tries: Rob Renzella 4, Paddy Kavanaugh 2, Harry
Potter, Hamish Mitchell

Goals: Rob Renzella, Andreas livadaras

Under 12 Melbourne 39 Eltham O:
Other Results: Footscray 58 Boroondara 5; Souths 26
Maroondah O

Under 10 Blue:

Best Player: Bud
Best Tackle: Rupert

The team fronted up for their last competition game of
the season and although they were beaten by a bigger
and older Harlequins side they once again showed that
when they have their heads in the game they can play
strong rugby. Throughout the season all the boys have

shown courage against larger opposition and all have
proven themselves willing to commit to tackles when
needed. They have developed as a team and have
developed a good understanding of each other out on the
field. The team has improved this year and we will go
really well next year now that they have a year of contact
under their belts. The boys should be congratulated on their
efforts.

Big thanks to all the parents who bought the kids to training
and games week-in and week-out over the season. It is
their support that makes it possible for the boys to run on
and enjoy their rugby every week. Also special thanks to
Assistant Coach Paul Trevillian who often had to as as
coach and manager for many of the games. Well done.

We are had an amazing year with
our junior programme and this
weekend we play semi finals
rugby with our two competition
grand teams the Ul2 and U14.
We also have a bump up game
between the U8 and U9 team to
support the transition to tackle.

Our 5 senior teams are all playing in finals rugby and the
winner these games will progress straight to the Grand
Final on the 11 September.

Junior Presentation Day
Date: Saturday 11 September 2010

Location: Melbourne Rugby Clubrooms
Charles Lux Pavilion, Toorak Park
Kickoff 9:00pm - 12:00pm

The junior presentation day will be held on the morning of
the senior grand final at the clubrooms. We will start with
the presentations promptly at 9am then the U14’s will head
across to Romanis for a game against the Tasmanian U14
representative side at 10:30am. Nestle have agreed to run
a Milo sports morning at Toorak Park and this will
commence once we have finished the junior presentations.
So there is plenty to activities to hang around for.

Assuming we have senior sides in the Grand Final the Club
will also host a senior Grand Final breakfast and our senior
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teams will meet at the Club in preparation of their Grand
Final. Junior families are encouraged to then head
across to the Box Hill Rugby Club to watch our seniors
play in the Grand Final.

Merchandise

The Club junior range of merchandise includes playing
jersey, shorts and socks, game day high performance
short sleeve T for wearing under your playing jersey,
sports bag, tracksuit, T shirt with Unicorn brand on the
back, hoodie, and beanie. Purchases can be made on
the Club website. Just follow the prompts. Items will be
posted out to purchasers.

Test Match Schedule

The Wallabies have commenced their internationals and
this provides a wonderful opportunity for our future
Wallaby stars to tune into the games and watch elite
rugby at its finest. | would encourage you to watch as
many games as possible. Coaches’ order!

Date Time
21-08-2010  5:00pm
28-08-2010  5:00pm Springboks v Qantas Wallabies
04-09-2010  5:00pm
11-09-2010  8:00pm

Description
Springboks v All Blacks

Springboks v Qantas Wallabies
Qantas Wallabies v All Blacks

Saturday 4 September - VRU Junior Competition
Grand Finals

School Terms Term 3: 12 July to 17 September
Term 4: 4 October to 17 December

The junior committee and | wish you all of the best this
Saturday.

Nick Farnan
Junior Coordinator Season 2010

£TS

Date: 8 October 2010
Venue: 9 Darling Street,
South Yarra

Time: 7pm — 12pm

Lock this date into your diary. This
season's end of year function and gala
is shaping up to be a big one, so don't
miss out. Buy your tickets today!

Simply follow the link on the website to order online and
pay for your tickets.

http://www.melbournerugby.com.au/index.htm

The club requires storage space during the off season for
our gear and the scrum machine. We will not have space
at the club this summer and need to move it all out by 18"
September 2010.

If you can help please contact John Rosenhain:
Email: jdr@thebuildingworks.com.au
Phone: 0412 344 658
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